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need te, wait-that we aIl map ho healcd-
iat bis orîly question is, Vlilt thon, ho
mlade wluole ?

3. Beware of wieked, cavilling objections
uainst the gospel. Acts xiii. 41.

DOCTRINE TO DE PlteVED.

There is noe vil se, inveterato that Christ
e,îttnot cure it. Mark v. 5; Luke xiii. 16;
John x. 25 ; 1 Cor. vi. 11 ; Epli. il. 1;
1 Johun i. 7.

FIRST SABBAT1T 0F SEPTEMBER

Srnjujc'r: The lest sheep aiid the lest
li .?,e ()f ioneuj. Luke xv. 1-10. (Compare
)Mîlt. xviii. 12, 13.)

The thrc parables contaiaed ia tlîis chap-
ter are closely ceîînected. Tlueir general
arn is te showv forth. tlhe great love of Ged,
lis power te stave te the uttermeost, and bis
tender solicitude, even for those wlîom mon
may despise and regard us lest aud ropre-
hâte. The lest sbicep) is a tylue of the heed-
iess, stupid sinner. The lest piece ef meney
represents the sinner wlîelly uncenscious of
lis owa state. T1'le p)redig(ral sou represents
the sinuer wbo kuewNiug!y and wilfully
clooses sin and its pîcasures. Our lesson
inludes the flrst two.

Vv. 1, 2.-"ItihUcaais "'--tax-gatierers-
tihse whe, ce!Iecte(l the public revenue.
Tley werc of two classes, the Iiighcr being
respectable Roman citizens; thie lower, go-
Deally outeat Jcws. Thecy Nvere keenly
lsîed, partly hecause ef tlîeir extortion, but
Mâily a.s serviug te remind the Jews of
tleir servitude te the Romans. "Sinners"'
-heathes-perý,ons ivho d id nuot observe
île law of Moses. These the Jews called
situera, as if tlîey wves- net suecb theauselves!
Jesus deals with publicans and sinners as
le would have do0nc wth the people of Je.

- cmu had thev received him-niost ton-
nly wlcoming thiemr, teacling thîem divine
th, semviug îlîem the way of pence and
fety. These eutcasts crewdl areuntl Jeaus
ud lie receives thein. This is the glory of
nist and of the gospel, te, rescue the fallea
d the ouiteast. 'llie physician beals the
ck. To dIo bis work of nicrcy Christ fol.
wed sinners te their lieuses, te, their meals

tables. At tlîis niauifcstatiuu of graco
Pliarisces"miiri-nured !" God and his
'ehrejoiccd, but the// and the devil

.urrureti."
Vv. 3-7.- Wlilderieess-the grassy plains,
Isides aud valîcys of the enst, wvbere slheep
dcattle are fed aud tended. Sheplierds
the east, at the prescrnt day, often carry
te id strayiug sheep on their siiouîders.

,ooti slicp'liei-(l misses t/he eue eut of the
dled. Clîrst left lieaven aud came bore
&xar eîr suanc to ctrry us hoine te
rca onlbis alionîdolrs rejoi(-]Iig. Godhlas

ntitudeb te serve ixu, but lic seekes nian
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and saves hM. Noecreaturo strays more
easily than a shecep, and none find it more
difficuitto regain the flock aud fold. Ajust
emblem of us! Joy iizheaven,--envy ami
wrath and mnurmiuring on earth. Needùiq
tio repentance, lu their owa eyos. Christ
hore referred probably to tho " righteeus >'
Phiarisees and Jews whoso outward obser-
vances ivere perfect. It may also refer to
the lieavenly hiosts wvbo have nover strayed
like lost sheep.

V. 8.->iece of silver hiere mentioned is
the drachrna, wortb about 16 cents of our
meney. God lights the candle, of his word
and goos forth iii searcb of the sluner. A
Iost silver coin may hc in the mire, dirty,
troddeu under foot, the image and super-
scription defaced, liko mien wlien lost te God.
It 15 from this forloru condition that Go&l
rescues hlm. Sweeping raises a " dust,»
but it discovers the coin. Vie mnust flot
comiplain though noise and dust should
somerimos accompauy God's wvork among
mon : thiese are the huinan elemnents.

Vv. 9, 1. -Rejoice wvith vie. Our satl-
vation, la God's joy ; our destruction lie re-
gards as lus loss. Ris naine aud inmage are
on us, and hoe declares our conversion te, the
angels and tbey teo rejoee.

LaFS go xS.

1 la the lest shep and the piece of
money we have symbels of our owu state
by nature.

2. The shepherd and the woman seek
euntil the,, fiiud" the lost objeets. God andi

Christ in like marner scek aîîd save to, the
uttermost; and as the shiep and the piece
of mouey -sould ho forevcr lest liad the
searchi ceased seoner, se the sinner is lest
unless God complotes luis work of seekiîîg
and saviag. Froin this wo sec our entire
dependence ou Ged in Cliri.3t.

3. Christ is the geod shepluerd. " lHe
trausferred our hurdeus te, hiniseîf and ho-
camne a victilu for us."

4. If there is Joy iu lîcaven oer the con-
version of eue sinner, how muchi more over
the conversion of multitudes ! How awful
must ho tho bass of a seul! IIHow ilifiaite
the value of a seul!1

5. Wo sheuld rejelce iu the conversion of
sinners and seek te promote it.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED).
Ail mankind have departed frein God-

Romn. iii. 9-23 ; Gal. iii. 22 ; Psalm xiv-
1, 2, &c., &c. Ail experieuce aud obser-
vation confirmns this doctrine of seripture.

SECOND SABBATJI.

S Un.rx cT: C'hrist fecdinq five thousand,
and walking oie the sea. Matt. xiv. 13-33.

Fýeedin.q the five thousaad. This miracle
is the ouly eue retorded by ail the evaugel-
ists. WVith Matt. xiv. 13-21 compare
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