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to our more recent bercavement.  Mr. ! the Chuveh during the past, than any former

Matheson’s death was  preceded a fow
months, by that of Mrs. Mathesou, whose
fragile fomme never recovered from  the
shock which missionary teials and domestie
aunxieties had latterly infhicted.  She had
been the chief earthly stay of her husbaad,
and when withdrawn from him, his insidions
malady speedily gained the mastery. In
quest of health and strength, he visited the
Toyalty Islands, where the warm fiicitaship
of Mr. Creagh, T.. M. S. Mare, promised
yelief from that oppressive sense of soli-
tude which bereavement had cauwsed.—
Change of scene and society arrested but
partially the progress of disease, s¢ that
amidst all the kindly offices whicl fraternal
sympathy could discharge, the enfechled
Missionary was called to yield up his spirit
to the Master whom he fondly loved and
faithfully served. On reccipt of this sad
intelligence  your Board revolved to enter
npon their minutes a record of their high
apirceiation of the deep toned piety,
ardent zeal and wntiving industry of the
deceased Missionary aud to communicate
their sincere condolence to his parents and
family. It was further resolved to make
suitable acknowledgements of the highly
important sexvices of Mx. Creagh.

Turning from this afilicting scene we
discover in the Mission Fickl mudch to
cheer and encourage. In the Missionary
operations on Ancitewm, and their results,
we readily trace the sanetified fruits of
affliction. Instead of deep despondancy,
there is glad anticipation ; iustead of bitter
inactivity there is the busy industry of a
most prosperous agency. Mr. Guddie's
last report and letters fnish ample proof
that he has come forth from the fiery ordeal
quite as undaunted and vigerous as when
Le entered; and, though now standing alone
as the Missionary of our Churclion Westen
Polynesia, his chief auxiety appears to b,
neither for himself nor his faanily, nor yet
the natives who arc under his ministry, but
for the Church at home_and the influence
which these trials may excrt on friends at
home. The vesults of the year’s labours
are most satisfactory. ¢ More persous”
says the Missionary, “have been added to

N

vear, and there never were so many candi-
dates for Church membership.”  Quite a
novel feature has recently appeared in con-
nexjon with the cause of edueation.  Mus,
Johnston, widow of our Jate Missionary had
for some time assisted Mrs. Geddie in her
superintendence of the young, ILatterly,
however, aunother and more distinctive
sphere of labour has heen assigned to Mys.
Johnston. A Model Schiool has been insti-
tuted on Ancitcum, which is conducted as
fax as possible on the “ waining system,”
which is now pursued in Nova Scotia, under
the able and judicious oversight of one of
our 1nost z‘ccpc(‘((.d ministers.  Rev. Dr.
Forrester.  Mrs. Joknston laving been one
of his duly aceredited pupils, has success-
fully introduced the system into Anciteum
which may now be pronounced in a fair
way to rival some of the most favoured
localities in point of Scheol Education.
Ier report to be published in the Record for
Juiy affords satisfactory proof of the dis-
eretion exercised by your Board in profer-
ving to Mrs. Johmston the status of the
Missionary Teacher. The spirit, with
which she appears to prosecute the work,
enconrages- the expectation that the mission
may long enjoy the fruits of her educational
ability, zeal and industry. The salary of
£50 stg., voted by your Board, will be
regarded Ly this Synod and the Church at
large, as but a moderate recompense for
such valuable services.  Along with repors
of labuur on Anciteum, Mr. Geddic has
transmitted most interesting notices of the
more prominent Isiands of the New Hebri-
des.  The fields arethere seen to be whiter.-
ing unto the harvest. Let us “pray the
Lord of the hLarvest that he would zhrust
forth Lbourers into his harvest.” With
such inviting prospects before them, your
Board feel decply tuncerned to be unable to
report the names of suy additional appli-
cauts for mission agency. The various
potices which have been published in the
Tecord, soliciting candidates, have met with
no response sinec the date of last year’s
report Of the two accepted eandidates,
however, it is highly gratfying to know
that the period which has elapsed since their



