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eive the n'ift." Their offering, we sec,
was spontaneous-unsolieited. But howv
many instances of --.-.eh liberality do we
have under the siiiciting system? ITow
many persons of timeir otvn frcewill and
accord corne to the collectors and beq of
them to receive whlat; they wisli to, give 1
This systein aiso allows treedoin in giving.
Subseribers are so oftea lied down to what;
they have been accuistorned to give, instead
of being iiulepen dent cnoughi to give as Cod
bas given themn!

3:rd. Besides deepening the solemulity of
tho act o? giviing by naking it a subjeet o?
serions fore-thought-this idca of calculat-
ing- and consccrating every Sabliath whai
we shall give, tends to niakze liberality a
habit. Vervy often our ]iberality is forced
nnd fitful]. Special collection, for instanco,
oftcn corne uipon lis unexpeetedly. If wc
happen to be -in the mooôd, and have the
means, wee ivc--but if not, then the collec-
tion is a failure. Other graces require
constant exereise-to develope and strengthen
thern, and we cannoe "abound" in thme
grace unlcss ive euhivate it. Wearcalways
pleased to sec the children presenting, their
offerings, because we know that those who
givit wlien they are yonnug iwil, as thcygrow
aider, féel it more and more a, pleasure to
give. Indeed, -whoever cornes to calcn'late
ihe habit 'viii Èoon corne to find Iiberaiity
a deliglit.

]Zeaving the idea o? the private devotion
-we pass on to notice further some o? tIi.
advantages of weekly givini, and how 'veryr
admiribly it ftilfls ail the conditions which
should characterize the performance of ther
duty of Christian liberalitv!

1. Tire plan afthis ail flic opportumity
of giving. "lEvery nian shall give as he is
able." Not oily are the ricli expected to
give, but thepooras %vol]. Sonienmay regard
titis as a liard exaction ; but ive are to
bear in nîind that it is ratier n exorcise
-or it may ho a trial of faidli; muid aiso,
that poverty may oftcn be perpctxted hy
niere, unbelief ia the Divine Providence.
The fart is, %ve do not trust God as ive
ihould to supply our rmal %vants,-we fée
ratmer that we must I ook, out for our-
6cives," and vcry oftcn it scrns as if lIe, to

a certain extelit, allows lis to do so; buti
in thle ond], we find ourselves ail the worse off.

WThile the Bible insists on evcry tuait
cigiving as lie is able,'" it spealis parnicu.
larly of the iiberality of the poor. Ihere
,is the beautiful narrative of the wvidow of
'Zerapliath ; the Saviour's gracions notie
of the Widow's mite; and the apostle's eo-i-
mendation of the 'Macetlonians, 'vhose
"ldeep povcrty abourided unto the riches o?
tlieir iiberality-for to their power, yen and
beyond their powrer, they were wiling."1
This readiness, so frcquently shown, leads
uis to reinark that, by ouir tisual method of*
subscriptîon, we vcry ofien (Io the poor an
injustice. There arc iiiany whio wish to
give, but ivhio are unwilling to subscribe,
for fcar they xaay not have tlie anount
Mien the collecwors cal]. 0f course the
very poor cannot be expcctcd to contribuite

,~iy considerable anouint to be p-ià at any
one tiiine-but on the wveely systeni they
can enjoy the privilege and satisfaction ot
bring-inr 'what; thcy have, and casting it
into the treasury NvIie tl\ey tomeO t m~ot-

rship. "oVe have hecard sensational speech-
makers on sortie occasion saying to flic
audience, ivhen'thie Box was to go round,
Ilnow, ve like to sec a white collection."
But, for our own part, Nwe like to sec a
mixed collecetion, for, whien we sec the
copper coin, 'we presunme that the poor hare
bcen proving the sincerity o? their loi,-
and, whien 'we: sec the gold or the silver,
then -%ve conelude thiat somne o? the ricli
have been giving of their abiudance.

Many persons îhinkl thecy will give %,Vltl
tlecygetrich. But, as -Sir Francis Crossiey
bas saidl, "1If a man does not begin to gire
wlmey lie &eyins 10 gct or thereabouts, lie L
flot ]ikely to begin at ai], as li ogh.
And God's dealitngs îvith huai very torcibly
illustrate luis riftiuess to thoso Nîho
"h lonor Illa ,vitli t1ieir substanceaud ,Nith
the first.fruits of ail tlheir inicrease."

WcV may also refcr to anothier class, who
secin to be dcprived o? the privilege ofînii.i
festing thecir intest in the cause of Christ
-,vihitors and transient residents wlio are
to be met with in ail places. Suli persons
arc rarely asked to subscribe, iouli thty
would very wiliingly, and sonactimes ver.v


