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modious building than ihiat which the Society now oceupies have
been frustrated. In the repeit of last year it wvas anneuinced that
a site bcad been obtained, on very liberal term-s, freom tie Geverners
of McGIiI College, that lplan-, bad been prepared for the building,
tiat contributiofis to ai considerable auiount hiad been subscribed,
and that 've oeuly waited a favorable offer for the purcliase ef the

present building to commence operatiens. This last and indis,-
pensible step to furtiier progress lias, contrary to their expecta-
tiens, flot yet bec!] carried iiute effeet. lu th)eue circumstances the
Society iiuist wvuit a more favdrable season for the prosecution
of this good project. Your Council are equally of opinion ivith
their predecessors, that tie l)remises now occupied are rnost un-
suitable iii many importaitt particulars, cilher for a museum,
Iibrary, or lecture roonm, and that ne great improvernent can be
expected in any of these departnients until a buildling ercted for
their special use bias beeîi obtained. Thie Counicil wouldl earnestly
commnend is inatter to the irrnmediate consideration of their
successorS.

Your Couincil bave aîso te report that petit ions bave agrain this
year been presented te Ilis Excellency the Governer Gcneral, and
te, bolli Ilouises of tie Legisiature, urging thiem, frein publie and
national considerations, to grant a more liberal sum of money te
the Society for scientifie purposes, than we have hitherto received.
It may be confidently saidI that tbiere is ne scientific institution in
the country se comprehieisive in its aims as ours is, p)essessing a
larger collection of scientific objects tlîan our museuin centains, ý-r
publisbing, transactions on natural bistory of greater scientific
value than are te bu found in our Journal-these facts, wve tbere-
fore tbink, cutitie us te soine more nmarked consideratien et the
handls cf the Legisieture tba-n we bave ect c<t ained. We deein

it at le.ast butijustice Iblat this, tlic oldest and net the leýast honor-
bic of the incorporated institutions ef the country, sl euld be placed
upen an equ.al footing as regards public support witlî the Canadien
Instituite of Toronto. llitlicito %we havé- becti h-fî, mainly te our
own efforts and resources lu arrangîing and fui nizhing our museuin
and library ; and tbe building wve now occuj)y, togretlier wil our
valuiable collections in zoology, gcolegy, and etbnology, testify
te, the liberality of our iiienibes and friends. But it is new felt
that if tie Socie.ty is te, talze that place wLicbi tbie rapid pregrcss
of mnodern svience demnds, large additions 7must be ina-le te its
museumi and library, and sonie netliod adepted te keep alive a
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