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Wheat for Qattle and Shgépi‘eé&-

Some authorities urgo that it is positively sinful to
use as food_for beasts the statl of hfe, which w their
-wisdom they regard was=mcant for man alone, but
when: wheat 18 abundant and cheapy-1¢ 13-absurd and”
illogieal to object to its conversion into butcher meat
or dairy produce  Tueimportant practical question
is,_ How can 1t be protitably-and sately used fur feed-
ing the annmals of tne tarm?

Given-whole and uncooked, as is done with oats or
beans, wheat for most atnmals s dafficult of digestion,
Horses cating a feed of wheat instead of oats usually
become uncomfurtable, flatulent, and pawned.  From
a full meal'of. wheat we have frequently scen horses
suffer from entenitis and cammtiss ~ Lhe gram swells
up and resists digestion, nor dues gradual use appear
to render raw Wheat very smtablo tare tur hand-
worked horses. . - .

_ For cattle, sheep, and pigs it _answers better than
for_horses, but-requires to Te given vath some judg-
-ment. -1t cannot protitably beused whole.  Roughly
ground mto-meal, 1t may be-advantageonsly, mixed
with- cut roots, chail cake, and:other such foud.
Richer m:albuunnoeds -than most other -atticles of
cattle food, excepting beans; peas,-or-lentils, st may
very fittingly be”eonjuined” with - tnore starchy fuod,
such as Indran corn, or with -such purely -sacchanae
food as treacle.  We have repeatedly seen buth eattle
and sheep thrive, grow, and feed”on 71bs or 8 lbs
of a miature of equal_quantitics of wheat and mawe
meals, used as adjuncts with 100ts and straw, and’m
England -with roots-and hay. At present prices
_treacle 15 a palatable and conventent addition to these
meals. About 2 pyund may be given daly toan adult
cow or ox; amd even double that quantity does not
unduly relax the buwels when #tis ginven, as it shoubl
-be, muxed with cut straw and other such dry food
It facilitates distibution- to nmux 1t with water,
brewers’ gramn, or even with bruised cahe ormend
Where there arte facthties for cooking, wheat may-be
advantageously boiled into a gruel, mixed with treacle,
-and poured- over the straw chafl, wlich, when-thus
swectened, is eaten freety by most- deseriptions of
stock. By intelligently carrying out such a'system,
“fresh, sound straw may be largely and profitably con-
sumed ; the mixture 18 not very costly, Roots and
hay, scarce this year in many districts, may be ureatly
economised ; 3 large head of stock may Le kept
healthily growing throughout the wmter, and-an -
creased weight ot beef and mutton may generally be
Apmduccd Ev-n -where _roots _are comprratively
plentiful, farmers having abundance of straw.wilt find
-that at present prices ot-the-raw_material, namels,
the lean atock-and the feeding stuffs, it wiil generally
answer to use wheat meal; -inaize, and treacle toler-
ably liberally,-and thus carry on ancreased numbers
of goad young stock, or even fed out well-selected

animals for the butcher i -

An’ingenious friend was wont some years ago, when
wheat was chieap, tognnd it roughly with maize, oata.
barlev, or pulse, and bake the muxed menls into cakes

-orbread This was used for every deseription o1
farm stock, for horses, pigs, and poultry, as well a¢
for cattle and sheep, and forstore as well as for feed
-ing -anitmals. The plan is, doubtlegs, theorctically
-correct. The baking cracks- the starch granules, m
creases digestibility, sud thus saves the ammal some
expenditure of vital force. ‘The baked food is par-
ticularly palatable, is eminently switable for young
snd Welk[hcr subjects, and for those being forced for
showing ; but the process 18-troublesome,.requires-a
ly amount-of space and apphances; and -for
ordinary purposcs the cost out-docs the protit,=N. 2.
Agricvlturist. :
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Best Sheep for Getting Fat Lanbs-
A writer-in the Jrish Farmers’ Gazette gives Ins
inion that the Shrop and Lorder Leicester are
ut equally swited for -the purposo, provided the
latter-is-puiely bred, and not-oue of the many-
mongrels selling under the name. I have known
ewes 10: be -divided between a Shrop-and a purcly
bred Bordet Leicuster ram, the ewes atter baing donc
‘with the rams mixed and ted tozcther,-the lambs sol.t
in one market, and to net the same - money or all but
the same price. “There 1s, therefore, only a toss up
-between the oneor the othur 20 far as the getting of
fat lambs is conccrned, and only one-thing that 1
know in favor_of the Borderer over the “Shrop,
namely, that shounld the latnbs not fecd -fat from an
cause, or that the price for fat lambs 13 not sutliciently
remunenative, the produce of the Border Lewcester
in mither case answers much better for storing over
than the produce of the Shrop I may mcution herc
that & Lincoln ram,-if -of the proper sort, will also
got very good fat lambs, provided the ewes put to
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| him are well -wintered -and_well fed while éﬁckling

the young. The Shrop and the pure Border Leicester
are,” howover, -more -pralific thau_the Lwcoln, nod
stand about equal 1 tirs respect. Thereis no fineror
better sheep than the -Roscomuion-species,  Everys
body admires them, and ot good land and-with thin
stocking to the acre they do - well and pay well.  As
to'therr hemy purely gred. we will- “let that-fly
stick on the wall.  When the .mud’s dry 1t wail rub
ofl.* One thing, however, must be said of the fine,
large Ro shee} ly, that they are still
susceptiblo of great improvement, It is even a fea.
ther in the cap of the breed that they contain réom for
an alteration for the better. Ther ridgepoles nught
be made fatter, and the backbone better covered with
soft muscle, and “were the tal-end- heaved up some.
what m the-best specimens,_a level-topped, well-
handling ammal would be the-result. 1 should sy
too that the tucked-up-appearance of many of the
breed nught be -altered with advantage, and-the
chest” so widened that the temptation- would -Le
thereby offered to a ** feller’” antent on expeniment.
mg to try to wheel-a barrow. through-between_the
fore legs. The present up- and -down-_form-. ot
the ribs of the large and time Roscommon- sheep
nught "be also altered” to_the hoop or barrel form;
on” the -prineple of -giving thercby. plenty of “room
for the play-of -the heart and lungs, and-at the
same tune for the carrying onsatistactortly of“the
- meat manufactory”’ within,.” A purely-hred round-
ribbed, border Leicester ram on the Roscommon ewe
woild eileet wonders in -the way of giving rotundaty
to the carcase ot the produce.  Nor 1s thiy a proposal
-which 18 -mytlucal. The_cross, to-my knowledge,
has been successfully-cssayed, 1L s now years_ago
since 1 gave-a=zrather -small but inghlyi)red and
beait:fully. formed -Borderer for the purpose -of
unproving the shapes and quality of one of the crack
Roscommou tlocks; and of -bringing * order” 1 the
frame and appearance -of the produce out of the
** confusion” ot the construction and-* getting up" of
the ** thorongh-bred ' and large Roscommon ewe, g0
generally adunred and so-fully appreciated.
e (bt .

The Back and Loins of a Horse.

- "When a horse’s -back <18 short the loins will- be
found to be broad and strong—what is called good ;
a circumstance- ansing from the  cireularity of the
~hest and the breadth of the hips—these four forma.
tions, viz., shortness of back, arculauity of chest,
hreadth of hups, and strength of lows, generally
bemng found m combination, It 1s a great matter
that a horse should have good lows, and when these

are assoaiated- with a- long back, and- the requisite |
length and substance of hind quarters, we may take |-

1t for granted that the ammal possesses-both speed
and endurance ~ Look at the hares and rabbits,-grey-
houndy, deer, and such-hke-ammals, and note what
thickness of loins, and-length and muscularity of
huid lunbs they all-exh:ibit; winle-their fore-parts
unount to hardly anything in comparative substance
1t 1s mnpossible that a horse with tlun narrow loins
~an last ; the moment his fect sink 1n the dirt, that
moment he will fail  _1tis the good loin that can—
and the only pont that can—compensate for hollow.
uess of back ~ When -the loins are good, not length,”
not even hollowness of hack, are to,%e accounted ob-.
jeetionable pomnts. o
It1s nonscnse to pretend to. prescribe - that - the
back should be lang or short, of this length or that ;
although we may; i a general way,-fall 1n with the
cotpmon descnption of what a back ought to be, and
«ay, *‘that to _be a good_one, 1t should mink_a httle
below (hehind) the -withers, and then run straight.”
‘The back wiil be too large or too short, or (though,

“{ to the abserver, of “unusua! longitude or -shortness,

still) of the {)ropcr Iength, depending upon the for.
tnation and dimenrions of other parts wath which, 1
stracture and action: it is assoa-ed.

-A long back would]l accord_with short legs, de.
feated am their operation ; a shiort back would not re-
quire Jong legs, they would do too much forit. We
have - therefore long backed & and short-backed
tiorses, and yet with backs of proper length ; because
the longitude, whatever 1t may be, is that which is
the smtable length for the machine of Which it forms
a part. A -very common, -but- not -less on that
account-reprehensible, custom_-among- ¢ judges of
horses,!’ 38 to” tind-fault-with a point, without-any
reference whatever to the 'gcncrafgr particular-con-
tormation with=wlich that pomnt s consorted. Ab.
stractly conmdered, it may be out of proportion ;
but considered correlatively, with out of-proportioned
other parts m the same frame, 1t may be in the best
“proportivn, or of such -proportion as serves to coms
pensate for faulty- dumcnsions-in_other parts, A
part most faultlesaly fashioned and proportioned ma

—placed ‘among certain other-ill-formed or out-of.

proportioned 'll))ug-tng-appear’ itsclf to be the faulty
picce in the fabric. i L ,
- -In an animal body, as in machines made -by man’s
hands,_the great_object to be sought for is harmony
hetween the constituent members; at the instant,
we aro not hastily to condemn any apparent dispro-
pottion, lest, on caitical examination, it_should turn
out to have been given for the purpose of-compen.
sation—to make amnends for some defective atructure-
clsewhere, which_may not_at first #ight have atruck
our atltention,—2Prairie Farmer. -
———————
The Value of High-priced Cattle and Skeep,

Those high-bred and high.priced Short-horns which
have of late come 1n for a considerable-amount of-
abuse at the hands of certain agricultural journalists,
_cost gerhnpn too much money, but that can’t be
helped ; but to_say that bréeding entirely from cer-
tam strains-1s a mistake is open to_question. ‘Take-
two representative bulls, the Duke of Devonshire's
Duchess-bull. and” Lord. 1rwin ; say nothing -about

edigree, the latter may 1n a sense be the best beast;.
ut there 1s no man _half a_ judge, not to speak of
pedigree, would prefer hum to the Duchess bull,

Lord Polwarth’s rams-are the Bates of the Border
Lewester sheep. Look what they make every year !
There is no man who has done anything in the show-

vard in- Border Leicesters but has drawn -more or

ess from Lord-Polwarth's -stock. Are they- them-

sclves show-yard sheep? Why does a practical hard-

working farmer give Lord Polwarth-193 guineas for a-
tup? “He could buy one at 20 guineas that would
beat him in a show-yard. ~The latter would beat the

former_in a _show-yard; but the practical farmer

knows that his stock would -not, and that makes all

the difference. It is well known that Lord Polwarth-
has bred from the best of h's-own.stock for a great-
number of years. They are close bred, but thay imn-

prove the stock-wherever used. If he were to follow

the advice of the writers in the Agricultural Gazette

he would not stick to-high-bred ones, but would

select a thick-fleshed=well-woolled -sheep from ‘A
‘painstaking breeder,” and -would, I-have no doubt,
spoil his own flock, and thercby also injure the breed

of Border Leicesters throughout the country.

So it is with Bates and Buoth cattle of high descent.
The big prices are the very thing that keeps the
stream pure and helps to fe:tilize the whole- Short-
horn -world, There is & certain_potency in a small
quantity of this high-bred blood—latent it may have
been in the-original—but when mixed with that of
more glqbeian origin it finds its way into those thick-
tteshed animals which-** painstaking breeders” like
to sce.—North British Agriculturist.

Feed for Stock—Selling Hay.

Is 1t cheaper to feed good straw with meal or roots
than early-cut and well-cured-hay; clover, and other
grasses? This 15 a question-of importance. We
have-tested and-seen tested this more or-less for
many years, We find that circumatances alter cases.
For the past few years it ias been most profitable to
feed straw, corn stalks and clover, with such addi-
tions of more concentrated food as was necessary,
and-sell” the. bay. In many cases we have known
this to realise the most-profit, and in iome cases
highly gratifying- returns, “The reason was, hay
brought & higher price, and the coarser and cheaper
fodder could be made to carry-the stock, and with
hittle exPense for additional food, the stock coming

out in the spuing. It was done in the most suc-
vessful cases by fecding clover and cornstalks, some:
times with, sometimes without roots or oil-meal. The-
latter could be dispensed with-where the fodder was
‘early and well secured—corn stalks cut when the corn-
was glazed, and put into stalks 50 as to give a chance
for yradual curing, thus npening and filling out well-
the corn, and keeping green and aweet the stalks,  If-
the season is favorable—fall dry—this can be done,_
and the forage may be stored in bulk.” The autumn
of 1571 was a favorable one, and cured large corn
stalks, 3o that thﬁ' kept in bulk.during the -winter.-
This is a cheap fodder, aud one ot two feeds of this,
and the rest. of good -clover-hay, also-cheaply
obtained (two cuttings per day), will-keep-stock-in-
good condition during the-winter. This more par-
ticnlarly with milch cows, steers and heifers; horses
with- little-to-do, and colts will'do well-upon it.
This 13 a cheap®and nutritious feed. Straw. of the
different graing,-if cut when thegrain is in the dough,
and well cured without rain, will, when run through-
the straw cutter or steamed,; answer a good pu

as a substitute: for the corn-forage where corn has
not beew raised. ~ Clover alone, however,-will "do it,
and iy preferable not only to all the courser fodders;
but may be used for all stock to the- highest advan-
tage, working horses excepted: Sheep, togs, calves,



