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PHE CANADA FARMER.

Serm. 1,

TSI

vartlh 10 & vory considerable depth absorbs much of |
the farmia’s wealth in e shape of soluble manwe,
and $0 we nead nol wonder at he preference for the
sheep fold, whers the 80il gets every portion of the
QUL

Manars is 8o ©ostly 0 produee thar we should
coriainiy ke ne mich e of it as we do of bird's
Ay (Eaang ) o1 T pucsunc e ve fumct would
see with indiffuionce ihe fatc washed away with
ihe raing.  Where is tlie difference? 1 cannot dis-
tingnishit. - .

Tam ulways sorry o hear a farmer eomplain of
lriving 166 mozh Strate. oF. a8 this last winter. com-
plaining that for want of rain he could not make
mamype. 13 evident that such a man does not keep
cnough sfock: for although 1 grow an immense
quantity of stw, and bhave all my manure made
wtider tover, anda portion of wy slock on spaned
flodis, I never have quite steaw enoagh, and gener-
ally puighinge an ¢xtra ack or two.

T ventune o predict that the time is coming when
an opén tari-yard aitfl a dang heap will be an event
of ihdr days,

Lam-sorry 1 see €0 little summer made beef.  The
tomshmption ghprecn f500 wilh eake undcr shili
should “gd & during summer  Why not continue
making good manmre al) the o ronnd ®=J T Mecu.
MMay, 1864,

The Benefit of Thin Sowing,

Tar fLjeet of thin sowing. especially as regards
the wheat ¢rop, has been so often and so fully dis-
cussed fhat it may, perhaps. be looked mpon as
superfluous to ay a gingle word more in s favonr
Kuowing, iowever, that not a few are still somewhat
seeplical as {o the benefiis vesulting from the practice.
we have fhe less hagitation in vecurring 1o the matier.
We @6 so ihe more readily, also. that our atiention
has been direeted this season to two contiguons ficlds. |
in which the ¢fféeis of the different sowings. thick and
thin, are better illustrated than we have seen them
on any formeér oceasion. We have waiched the pro-
gress of the fields throughont the whole of the season
up to the prosent tinte, and, consequently, we can
speak With some anthorily on the subject. In doing
g0, we may premise (hat our field of observation
inclides one of the finest wheat-growing localities in
the T.othians, and therefore we are the Letler able o
judge of the appearance of any particular merits or
demeriis in tha ¢rop.

The result of onr ahservation asa whole may he
summéd by saying that the wheat erop is light and
the head small A heavy field is an exception to te
rule, and where it i fonnd, there have been parti-
cularly favourable circumstanees for its development.
In téo many instancos, indeed, the head does not
séém muéh more than half its usnal gjze, and. as
remarked by @ farming naiuralisi, it looks in some
casns Hike & “bumbas® on the top of the stalk  The
figld which shows the largest head and the hest erop
it we'have seen 5 one which may be taken as a
very #00d example of the benctit of thin sowing. It
must, e nmnﬁo_ncd, however, that the fickl nad lain
for four years in pasture, a circumstance of itself
sufliient to ensure a héavier return than when the
rof{afidn is confined 0 wheat and potatoes, potatoes
and wheat.  After the field was sown, the hraird
came awdy very thinly and also some chat inregularly,
and hail a most unpromising appearance. | Matters
it ngt mend much for some time ; and 5o unsatis-
fagtory was iis aspeét, cven when pretty well on in
thé season, thai one-half af it was ploughed up and
planted with potatoes. The othor half was allowed
10 stand, not withdut som misgivings as to the resalt.
As the seazon advianced, however. the fiecld began to
assam® w wmaeh bétér appearance  By-and-by. the
strang healthy-looking plant shewed thai & good ecar
wight b% expested; and when at last *he head
appedarad ont of ifs heath it proved to he one of the
largest and best, devela[;‘ed to be met with this season.
Sinee that time the Stalk has gone on increasing in
length and Steength, and the halffield shows  the
linest evop in the distriet  Of course, it is pow
regretted that the ather half is not standing ; but the
crop of potatons ipan it pramises to be av éxeellent
s the erdop of wheay on the other half of the field
The legson however is one which will not b low,
upon the eattivater and o hint, may perlnps be of

use o oflims

x

In the contignons ficld there isa very good example
of the afltets of thiek sowing. The small pateh of
ground is farmed by a gentleman who is a strong
advoenie for thin sowing, and who has practised it
fer a number of years with the best results, This
soagon, however, at the sowing of his field, the ma-
chine had heen set for thick sowing, and as soon 23
he observed the work whieh it was making he en-
deavoured to reciify the mistake. From some caunce |
or another, he was unable {0 o so, and the whole ofy
lus fickd was sown by the machine in the same way.
1le was quite aware of the circumstancee at the tine,
and he foreboded an indifférent ¢rop, The resulthas
justified his expeetations. The crop is one of the
smallest he has had in the same field for many years,
and it is quite in contrast with the heavy yield of his
neighbour. To show that this is not altogethér the
result of the season, it mag he stated that the thinnest
portions of the ficld are the heavieat and the best.
In the thickest places the head i3 small and ill-
Tormed. and the stalk ilself' is “spirly™ and poor.

A remarkable ¢ircamstanee in conneélion with if, |
and one which the farmer aitributes to the thick-
ness of the sowing, is, that the stalk is actually
“kneed™ and iwisted, besides being light and small
in the head  As a whole, he Aoes not expect to take
much more than half of his usnal quantity off the
ground this season, and this he confidently asserts is
solely to ba traced to the fact of the machine having
sown thie Crup too thich. 1t is seldom that an oppor-
tunity is afforded of comparing the {wo systems so
closely or of secing 50 accuraiely on which side the
halance preponderates as has been given to us this
year.  With all other things equal, there is much—
very much- to Le said in favour of thin sowing,)
especially of the wheat crop. ;

As 2 whole, the size of the wheat ear in the thin}
sown field is almost double that of the wheat in the
other  With wheat growers the size of the ear must
always be a great desideratum. This, taken into
consideratign with the quality of the crop, will|
ultimately infiuence growers in their sclection of |
varieties, and induce them to practise thin sowing
for the sake of cultivating to the highest degree of
of excellence the hest varieties of the cereal crops.
That this is to be aitained by an intelligent culture
of the best speeimens hasbeen already acknowledged,
and the foregoing account may, perhaps, conduce to
tllge further carrying out of the same systeme—Scollish |
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Oats Transmuted into Barley.

To the Editor of Tue Caxaps FarMer @

Sin,~The following I have found in the Bangshire
Jowrnal. In sending it to you for publication, I hope
it may «all forth remarks from yourself, or some of
your readers who know more of the wonders of
nature than your correspondent,  J. DOUGLAS. |

« S, —Elibu Burrit in his ¢ Walk from London to |
John O’Groat’s,’ relates a curious natural phenome-
non, which he saw at & farm at Woodhurst. ¢ I saw
also a curious phenomenon in the natural world, on
this farm, which, perbaps, might be regarded as a
fiction of faney by many a reader. It was a large
ficld of barley grown from oafs. We bave recently
dwelt on the co-workings of nature and art in the
development of flowers and of some useful plants.
But here is something stranger still, that scems to
diverge from the line of any law hitherto known in
the vegetable world.  Stll, for aught one can know
at (his stage of its nction, it may be the same general
lan of development which we have noticed, only
carricd forward (o a more advanced point of pro-
gress. 1 would commend it to the deep and serious
study of naturalists, botanists, or to those philosophers
who wonld preside over the department of investiga-
tion to which the subject legitimately betongs. I
will only say what I saw with my own cyes, and
heard with my own ears.  Here, Irepeat, was a Iarge
field of heavy grain ready for harvest; the head and
berry were barley, and tlie stock and leaves were oafs.
Here certainly is the mystery. The harley sown on
this field was the first-born _offspring of oats, and the
whole process by which this wonderful transforma-
tive is wrought, is simply this,-and nothing more :
The oats are sown about the last week in June, and
hefore coming into ear, they are cut down within one
inch and a half of the ground ; this operation is;
repeated a socond time. ‘They are then allowed to
stand through the winter, ahd the folowing season
the producc is barley.  This is the plain statement of
the case, in the words of tho originator of the pro-
cess, and of this strange transmutation. The only
practical result of it, which he claims,is this: That
the straw of the barley thus produced is stouter, and

stands mare eroct, and is therefore less liable™to he

heaten down by héavy wind 6r rain.  Then perhaps
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it may be added, this oat straw headed with bacley

15 more valuable tor fodder tov hive stoek, than the
nntural barley straw, But {he value of this result is
nothing compared with the issue of the experiment,
as proving the existence of o pringiple of law hitherto
undiscovered, which may be applied to all kinds of
plants for the use of nan and heast.”?

Nork By En. C. Fi=\We confess tuat we lave but
little Caith in (hésE (ransmataiion storicd, bvery now
and then one finds s way into the pubhic prines. Ge-
nerally, however, they are poorly authentieated, and
wo st see farstronger evidence for their truth than
we have yet met with, before we disbelieve the prin-
ciple, “whidsoreer o mun sowell fhat shall he also

reap.”?
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Flax versus Wheat,
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To the Edilor of Tur Caxapa Fanrmin .

SiR~While harvest is progressing and reporis
coming from all pats of the country on the prospects
of the crops, I have looked in vain for a word on flax,
and therefore take it for granted there is uot {he
same cause for complaint, or the farmers who got
orodit 101 being grumblas would hane been making
it known ore this. Now, @i, for the bendfit of those
who_have not been fortunate enongh to raise move
than fifteen bushels of wheat to an aeve, T would beg
leave respecifully (6 call attention to the following
calculation, which may not be uninteresting to the
agriculfurists of Canada generally.

We are told thore arve seme ten thousand acres of
land under ¢rop this yearin Upper Canada. Wewill
take this for our base, to use a military expression,
and sce ihe comparative value produced from the
land, if sown with fall wheat ora erop of flax. Taking
for granted the enltivation and preparation for market
10 be equal (if in ervor on this point I will be glad to
be sot right in some future munber of your valuable
paper), with the concurrence of a majority of our
farmers, I will venture to put the average quantity of
fall wheat to the acre at fifteen bushels, and allow
the outside current price one dollar per bushel of 60
1bs., amounting to the sum of fifteen dollars per aere,
or for the whole ten thousand acres {he sum of one
hundred and fifty thougand dollars,

We will take the seed of the flax plant first, the
average produce to the acre being ten bushels of §6
1bs. to the bushel, the price, S13 per bashel, will
net just the same as wheat, fifteen dollars per acre.
It must be remembered at the same time thére are
four pounds to cach bushel in favour of flax, so that
to cvery hundred bushels you will have seéven hushels
more- than on wheat, or in simple figures it will
amount to on¢ dollar an acre in the sced alone more
than wheat.

We now comie to the fibre, and from the most re-
liable information we¢ can colleet, and which has
neither heen disputed nor contradicted, 300 Ibs. is
put down as the average quantity of ¢lean-scutched
fibre, when ready for market. At $10 per 100 1bs,,
this would value $30 péracre, a net profit of itself
over wheat, conséquently on ten thousand aerés there
would bhe the handsome’ difference of three mdred
thousand dollars. Letus divide this last sum hy two,
which will put any doubtabont the quantity of fibre
quite beyond dispute, then we will still have one
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, just the amount
the crop of wheat comes to altogether, showing in
plain figures a balance in favour of flax to this
amount.

1t has heen stated that we are likely to have fifty
thousand acres next year in flax, but that quantity,
large as it may appear to some, would not amaonnt to
more than the arable lani in one township, which we
are told contains in many cases sixty thounsand acres.
This wonld leave ten thousand acres still for hush.

The great complaint we hear is that the land has
been growing wheat too long: but where this is the
case, it will be found on trial that (here ave proper-
ties in the land that has refused wheat which will
produce as fine flax as there is in the world. Iam
credibly informed that numbers of farmers have made
up their niinds to leave-a portion of their fallows
they are now preparing for fall w heat for sowing flax
in the spring. This is a wise resslution, as they
will then be able to judge when they have the two
crops side by’side. 1t is not to b expected a farmer
is goingto give up growing wheat and turn his at-
tention to flax éxclusively ; but let cach farmer try
five acres tho fivst year, or even less, until ke be-



