
A T'H IE CANADIAN MINING REVIEW.

ONTARIO MINING INSTITUTE.
Federation Endorsed-The Nationalization of Miues-Ontario's Cernent,

Brick and Building Material Production-Successful
Meeting of the new Ontario Institute.

Tiie Ot.irio imimg Iistituite, orgaimizei in April last, held ils lirst meeting for
lie reading and lictissii of paers ini Toronto, on Wednesday and l'hursday, 12t
and m t

y '"eptembier, and notwîistaitlinmg many drawbacks, notably the attractions of
l Far " veek and hadl veatier, was eîîminenlmîy successful. ''lhe sessions vere beil in
hlie co mimmhtIous Pi'rvate lis Commitee Iooi aI the Parliament Biuildings, kindily

placed at the tdispisal of thle Institute by the G ov'ernilmenmt. The proccedings openedon Wedinesdiay afternoon. ilr. J aines ('onmice, of 'ort Arthur, p1resident, in the chair.
Thert were preent ' miessrs. j. I. Kingsmill, ,.C., Toronto ; j. NIcAree, 1). L.S.,
Toronto: A. iloe. Director of iimes,'i oronto: J. Handen, Kingston ; l'rof. Nichol,
Kinmgstonli ; T. 1). I.edyard, 'l'oronto; J. il. Chewitt, i.A. Sc., Toronto ; idga j.
Jarvis, Toron' : R . N Iritt',i Toronto ; tir. A. Il. Coleman, School of i'ract ical
Science, Tormnto B. 'I'Towisenti, Toronto ; i. Clarkc, Toronto ; J. F. Latimier,
Tortint.: l)r. litirvasl, School of Science, Toronto: I. A. Morrisoni, Toronto:
Fred \\ Gray, Guelph, Ont. .: T. W. Gibsoni, Toritit ;Il. 1'. A. liell, Ottlawa, andî
thers.

Election of Members.
The foIllowinig vere electel mmbeiii.rs:

R. V. I.Conarl. C..., KingstIn, James ltarson, Toronto,
I. iiille, Po.E., ptrt Arthur, Dr. liurnsasi, Toronto,

N. N. GlIden, Sudimry. J. Il. Chewitt, B.A. sc., Toronto,
,as. NicArtlthur, Sudbury, Il. L. Ilime, Toronto,

JF. WVhitson, Toronto, Alfred WVillson, Toronto,
llenèry Totten. Toronto, (,. le. Kirkp)atrick, Toronto,
A. sliagit, V.iterforl. Prof. C. Gordon Richardson, Toronto,
Fred \\. Gra>, Guelphm, Aubrey Vhite, Toronto.

Reports of Council.
Tm 1 Si( RETA Vreporte<d that in accordanice th resolution passedat last ieeting

lie h1.1id assîtl a t ircular letter invitaig ail mmm any way interested mn minmng mn Untario
to becomie ietmbers, amli thai te ris se liait bleemi satisfactory. The nembi tersipuli
at date was abit 70.

Ti:. Ti\ L"ASU hi1Rsmiited a siatesment of thie affairs of the Associationslowmmg
a balanite oni hand ut $4o.o, wathim a large numbter of suiucriptions b- mstandng.

MmR. A. liLUE repoirtet that tue Coimmmuntee appiomted to consider the question
of a seal had approved of a iesign, but as NIr. Nlerritt, who had il, was out of tovn,tue matter iat ibetter stand unIil next mueeting.

The Canadian Mining Institute.
MiR le. '-. A. BELL At a meeing held in S>dney, Cape Breton, un m2th J ly

last, lit \immng .imety of Nota Scutia and the General Nlining Association o Ile
lros ince of Quelec resolvei u tfederate into an %organisation tu bc known as the
Canîadianl Mining Institute. A restitution was alsu aluited inviting the Untaro
Nfining Instituie .» joui in tle federation, and askitg that the liresident and a comi.
mîtitce of thsre imuemibiiers be appoinited to act in conjunction with a similar committee
of each of the uher urgaizatio)ns fur the purtuose of trafting a suitable constitution.

NIR. A. lIL' F \V'Iat is tie îiject i he federation?
M K. le. i. A. ]i:LL Mail mIme Iubîlicatiun of a t olumime of Transactions, which

would contain tle papiers read befure all the societies in the organization. Sumch a
federation voulI aiso uplace the mmm men in a stronger positon in suci matters as
Diminion 1egislatîa. I have ther re u.h pasure in nios mg that the Ontaro
blining Iinstituite is in fatur of a feleration o>f exisîting Canadian nmaning associations,
and tiat esars. J. J. Kingsmill, V. Hlamilton N1erritt, A. llue and T. W. Giison
lbe a coimmuittee ti confer wtith ifit reresentatesf the .\lininig ocie utf Nota Scotia
anti the Generai Nlining Assîociation uf the i'risince tif ()uebec..

.\miz. I. J. KilNGSlli.L-I thure any a's'ociationm in liritisi Columbia ?
I . h. T. A. lI'.I.L -Nut %et . lut i untersmid an endicavur is nows' being

made by parti, mm Vancuver t irgamire.
*%IR. Il. .. 1O'WNSIEN1) i t.nc jutl returned frm liritish Columbia. liefore

I left there ta, tm. talk of tlte ftrimatiun tf ami tssu.iattui. I second die motion.
The Chairmiman then fuit lite motion, which% was carried unanimously.

Incorporation Postponed.
\Ii J. J KIN GSMI 11.1. smiiîtted the follouing:
" The cnimitiîtee apioited to report u ion tle advisability of Incorporation beg

Icave mu report that unil after ite quîestion o federation is setleui il viulid not be ex.
pedientIl t incorporiae."

Titi, as agrecd tu.

(Sgd) J. J. KIN(issîIl.[..
J. MN. CI.AmKrc.

Motion to Arnend Constitution.
. R. J. . INGS. III. gave notice of motion to amend Sections 6 and '/ of the

Constitution and ily.Laws by providing for the appointment of two auditors and
detining their duies

Thlie mmeeting tlien adjourned.

..VENING SESSION.
The membcr' met at eigit o'clock, the Presideit in tle chair.

The Nationalization of the Mineral Dornain of Ontario.

R..J. iI.W')EN 'h'iis siibject lresents it"elf tm tle consideration of the people
of Ontaro ,ivesctel tif nimch cotmipltxit wihich eIsewhere surrounds it, such as the
dangers if interference vith sesteti interests, of <hisitrbance to the chantels of tradte
amntd industr, and of burdens toi ie undertaken for tle expropriation of prvate Iperty.

Tht Prtsince i' the minuuîjmal, thugh not the ienîeficiat, owier of une of the most
ecstensis. mineral dIomamns on tlhe face tif the globe. has no mining industry or trade
tlit b> any iility can hie injuriouly affected Iý tle uperation of mines iy a Pro.
vincmi kartmeint, an no ested interes.s leclqomgsng to in<umiuals or tu classes who
mima> demur frm suci satandpoint to the assumtion b the Government of new func.
lions. hI is merci' reqti'îile tIi inake the nominal an alsolute ownership in order tu
nationaire our miing property.

Il is not proposed to discuss the groinds uspons wihichl the Iroviicial Govervmnient
bave Ilhe right to opecrate mines. Il is assumide tlIat il is clothed with the legal riglht.
The expediency tif imiaking this riglht active for tle benefit of t le pefople of to-day andof th- centuries to coie, vill, it is Ioped, not be disregarded by reason of ainy appear-
ane ofsociaksimi il )may wear, or lbe conti;îlcilie without investigation becatse of any
preconception as tg) what ;.re the proper functions of governimeiit.

An advertisiemnt of tihe Ontario liureau of '%finles pub 'lislicd in ai American
periosdical calls attention to tlie fact that the mineral doiain of the P1rovince extends
too miles in width and Sooo miles in leigth. It is not stated that ninety-iine liercent. of this area is imineraligically an unkinown couitry tliat fromi the imines aire.tdy
operated little beyond hile iimmeral contents of an approximiate one per cent. (1,000
'itiare umiles) of fie territory can lie certified. It is not stated that in proiportion to
the capital insvestedl, minin - has been less reniîierative in Ontario tlian elsewhere-
in great part due to lack ntscieiitiic knowledge, in part tu long winters, ilagniticent
distances, and corresponiding cost of suiplies and transportation. The histor' of the
.%lontreal Miining Co. is a record of tli foly of selling large tracts to land jobbers,
i t, by a pull on the Laind Departmnent obtained a patent riglit to induce the public
to invest im chances-in other words to run the lottery l'bsiess umnder hle guise of an
mivestient in mineral property, llappily this state of things lias been closed out.
tt i i to bc fcared lthat G overmiiment may b induced by sectional clamior to do in-

directly what it has declined to do directily. There is no reason wiy a solvent and
hiniest goveriiient shoiuid sel any property without kiowleige of its valie. It is a
visl.stion of the great pulblic trit committed to il, to offer valualie ines as premiimnis
for hie smere chances of discovery. Il is cheap literature from tlime dust heaips of ex.
ploed political econoiy, to say that il is not the libusiness of Goveriimeit to discover
imine:. Il is the dthy of Government to know the most that cai bc practically learned
of the resources entrtied to ils administration, and it should, there ore, know as fullythe value of a mineral range as of a timiiiber limit, or of an area of agricultural land.
Its knowiede should lie intensive as well as extensive. The difference of cost in ob.
tainiing this noledge as against the present sytstm is lin argument against the prin-
ciple, that the .Governmîenit of a great Province like ours should not encourage
gambiiiliiig im miing locations.

The operation of mines Iy hie Governient wouii secmi to lie expedient for the
followmg reasons

i. That liul it is unlertaken tlere w'ill always bc iressure ipoln the Crown
Lands Departmient to seit morc mining land than there is an actual demand for, that
is " actul " as opposed to merely " s eculative" demand. The function of the Crown,
Land Departmient to survey such lan auind give tille wll lie debauched, as il has been
in tume gone by' for the purpose of enailing speculaturs tu take advanitage tif the îîmî-
moral cupidity of those wtu are ever ready to invest in hazuardous chances; or for the
purpose of enabling the buyers of such tracts to hold( themi against tie anticipateil de.
mand, and thus rob future citizens of the equal rights they siutitd have with ciuizens îtf
to-day. The amount if money which lias tubemn turned frumi the hnes of litunes enter-
prise in this proftitles channel is very greht, and the conisepient lo t l te commun.
sty very large.

. It ms obvions that the price of Ontario mineral laid, ranginm: fromii $2 to $3 an
acre, bears no relation wiatever to its value. Wlcre no minerai in paving uantit Yexists on tlie location, the »rice is grossly exce<sive, and the purchase is genierallyabandoned, with the resuit hait il is tri-ennially sold for taxes, bought by lawyers and
real estate spmeculiators o lbe again suld, and il huis fmrnmsie, a fuui for taxes which
are never expended on ils improvement. The kind of land thus alienatedl froms the
Crown domain has, by ils patent, not any tile tu nobility conferred upon il, but on the
contrary, caci parcel sertes the rascally purpose of a lottery ticket, for iringmng to the
Governmment or mumnicipalities, monsey tu which these lxxlii.s have no moral rigit, and
out of the pocket of citizens to whi tli. Govermiient of the country owes the coin.
mon duty of protection fromi fraud. On tie otlher hand, where mnerai exists in pay.
ing quaintities, tle lowt price fixed ly tlime Crown b>ears no relation to the value of the
îroperty. The object of the minme owner is lo get the t:reatest possible output with
(lie least possible pense, and by no imiethod can lie add tu tle original value of tle
imine, except b> iliat of inducing the pubimc tu build raiIroads and otiier facihlties for
improving the salue of the minerals. (-ruwn timnber land is occasionally solî for ten
himes the price per acre of mineral land, but even thtis iN a smmall price in compiarison
with the value of an iron mine, for example, which within ai area of mo acres niay
turn out one million tons of iron ore, the royalty on wich, at a mimmum charge If to
cents a ton, siould be $roo,ooo.

3. Due regartl for the develupment of the niinerail calth of Ontario reqmiresmeasumres for tlie education and prosperity of a body of skilled inmers, who shoill
liae fair wages, coîmîfortaile diwelling,, imeans of obtaimng >rovisions and clothing at
fair prices, and insurance for their famies agaimst loss of life and hnbt. There is
nothing under the present conditions of mining enterprise which cals for any expendi-
ture on the part of the mine owner likely to benefit the locality of flie mine. The
hovels of miners in the vicinity of some Canadian mines are a disgrace to) our so-called
mining enterprise. Food supplies are generally brougit in fromi a distance, and near.
by gardening or farming inects with nu encouragement. 'lie population is iigratory,
and emplyment precarious-dependent quite as mch, or morc, on the inancial
management of the concern as upon the stpply of ore. As a consequence, mining
villages as they notw exist im this country, and mm the United States, furnisi a strong
argument for the state ow%, nership of mines, if the wclfare tithe labiorer is, as iî shouild
bc, of more intrinsic value than the dividends of mining companies. If t'- enterlirise
of this country shall I.e so enfrainchiscd by law and endowed from thic public domain
that i shall lie able t traintlain lhiait the riglit to a maxinomm dividend involves the
subjection of the tintier to the lmiimuumni of comfort, our political lite wvill require tu be
reconstructed ai no litile expense, probably otf blooti as teil as of treasure. Tite 1.îost
iangerous critics of the legislation of to-day are the social forces growing daily in

strengilh and inteligence.
4. The minerai domiam of th lisP rovince cannot bc safely given over tes iron barons

anui siler kinigs, or great sndicates. ''he " writing on the waill " condemnis all such
prolprietursipiî. Il tlhe mîineral indstiIry of Ilhe United States has uiimistîerel to the up).Iumiling of great fortunes, to the enrichment of men who buy Amnerican senators like
hirelings-menm whose patriotism so nerves itemi that they turn not a hair while their
nills roll out rotten steel for the nation's steelclad cruisers-ali this cones, no from
the incorrigible corruption of huiman nature, but fron a systen of administration of
state lands essentially corrupt and vicious.

Wiat are a century or two in the life of a nation ? If American enterprise lias
ganed a present etmpirical success by the disregard of every dIty owe' fromni the legis-lators and amliiiitrattors of to.day to the citizens of the future, there are tint wanting
those among ier saos who condenm the gross breaches of trust, the shameless bra7en
fraud and corruption of state and federal legislatures imn dealing wvtih the pubie lands.
Il becomies those who would sec planted in this country tlhe fîundaions of a higher
civialtion and more durable progress tihan any existing in the Unitei States, to in-
vestigate lie aillimportant subject of the best systemi of aduministration of the resources
of tli Crown donin for the Ibenefit of lime people of this Province.

5. One condition ias followed the developimieil of the iroi mines of 7lNinnesota
ani Wisconsin, and in sonie degree tle exploration for minerais in Ontario, whici will


