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A CHINESE KLONDIKE.

The present rush to the Klondike gold fields
revives interest iii the diggings in the Sieltuga
valley, whose reptited wealth caused many adven-
turers to phmige into the little-known regions of,
Manchuria. A German-Russian paper, the 'rage-
blatt, Riga, relates how these gold fields were dis-
covered, and why the world suddenly failed to hear
any more about themt. The Russian governmuent,
we are told, did not like the establishmien of a
" republic " which attracted Russian diggers. We
take the following fromî our contemiporary's ac-
count :

"lI 1883 a Russian prospector discovered gold iii
the Sheltuga vialley, in Northern Manchuria. He
told an engincer namned Lebedkinî of his discovery,
and the latter started with a party of workmen to
exploit the rich mines. He was, however, an intem-
perate mian, and died of alcoholismu. The men, left
to thenselves, began to work the mines on their
own account. 'Tlie news of the wealth of Sheltuga
soon vas told iii the cotuntries watered by the
Ainur and in Transbaikalia, and thousands of imen
started for the new El Dorado. Among them were
adventurers fron aIl parts of the world-Amîeri-
cans, Germans, Frenchmxen, Fnglishmnen-alto-
gether sonie r2,ooo men gathered there ini 1895,
among theni about Soo Chinese. Drunkenness, mi-
morality, robberv, and murder reigned supreine.
At last the diggers got tired of anarchy, and elected
an energetie, nonest, but very strict mian as their
head, forming a little republic for the purpose. 'The
gold-bearing country was divid:d into five districts;
for each the newly elected dictator appoin! -1 a
chief. His laws were extremely draconic. 'lh us
theft was punished by 500 blows with a cat-o'-
nine-tails, studded with nails-hence the culprit
died under the lash. Men caught importing lewd
women received 400 blows with a cane. Two hun-
dred blows were administered for disturbing the
camp at night, oo blows for drunkenness. Thirty
men were hanged at the dictator's orders on the
first day of his terni, and for two weeks the cat-o'-
nine tails never rested. After that the camp was
as orderly as a Sunday-school picnic. All those
whio felt that a conm-nity wlhere order is main-
tained did not suit thein, left for pastures new, and
tiere was every hope that the little republic would
prosper But the Russian governmxent did not like
it. The Russian worknen rau away fron the gov-
ernment mines, and the goverunient did not receive
its usual amount of precious metals. Russia, there-
fore, induced the Chinese government to break up
the republic, which had becn establislhed without
the knowledge and consent of the mandarins. A
force of 2,000 horsemen and i,ooo infantry. with
two guns, was sent to the Sheltuga valley. The
diggers would not leave, A battle took place, and

the adventurers were killed alnost to a man ; onlly
27 escaped. Five hundred Chinese were left to
garrison the place, and the Sheltuga gold is now
dug by the alimond-eyed subjects of the ' Soi of
Heaven' only."

NOTORIOUS BOOMERS.

The Victoria Colonist continues, conte que coute,
to boom Klondike by exaggerating enornousily its
ctmtiost possibilities of wealth-earning, whilst Seattle
and Victoria corresponlents vie with one another ini
telegraphing to New York and cabling to Fnglandci
quite fabulons estinates of the gold and bank drafts
" brouglit home " by returning Yukoners, many' of
whon are possessed of little enough. A day of
reckoning will surely cone for these things. Apart
fron considerations of mnorality, it were surely bet.
ter far for these boomers to stay their hands and

pens, as already more than enough would-be Ytkon,
gold seekers have determiined to take chances and
make for dreary Dawson. To cater for tliese ien
will tax Ie utnost resources of Victoria, Seattle
and Vancouver, the people of which last city have,
fortunateIy for thxeir good repute, largely hîeld thteir
laifls and restrained theiselves froni boominiîg.
So, too, lias hitherto the pressof the Terminal City.

SANDON INCORPORATED.

This busv Slocan minle center will this ionthi
elect its first city cotuncil and beginî a career of local
self-goverina:g existence in lieu of dependence upont
the decisions of men iii office iii distant Victoria.
Distinctly a change for the better. The less anv
provincial administration has to do witi the purely
local developmnent and improvement of an tirban
district the better. The best of provincial governt-
imtents will find more than enough to do in cont-
trolling the broad geieral administration of the
country and in pronoting wise and necessary legis.
lation.

THE LE ROI SMELTER.

The Le Roi's foreigni snelter at Northport is
now rcady to receive ore, and will begin treatiing
Rossland ores next week. The sielter lias two
furnaces, each of 15o tons capacity, but only one
will be started at first.

AN AMALGAMATION.

It is stated that the Monte Cristo and Colonnta
mining companies are about to be analgamated, a
matter iot difficult to arrange, as the miiiies adjoin
eaci other and are under the sanie manager.

The iumuber of those in Vancouver bound for the
Yukon is being daily augniented. Several parties
have latelv reached the city and are mîaking arrange-
ients to go north in February.


