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For the Colonial Churclman,

TITHES ATPOINTLD LY GO FaR 1155 SUPPORT O1' THE
CULURCH.

Messrs. Fditors,

It would be well if a little enquiry conld be excit-
ed, tn this courtry, on the subject of tithes, which,
ia mv optuion, may still be proved to be the Scriptu-
ral and appointed means for supporting rehgion, It
may not be a very pleasant office for the clergy, who
might be thought juterested in the mutter 5 but il
they can prove by God's oten ord that tithes are
still due tothe church, and that we are bound to pay
them, justas we are bound to pay our private debts,
then, 1 should think, no wan who has the least res-
pect for the Bible, will ever think of attributing any
gordid motives to those exponnders of Floly Writ whe
would successfully demounstrate that such indeed i
the case.

‘The well known, and deeply deplored, religiour
wants of this country,—tbe carelessness of our Legis-
lature for the souls of men,—the necessity of ow
huving recourse to the voluntary <ystem, however
precarious it may be,—and the prescat excitemen!
produced by the ¢ Wesleyan Centenary,” which
¢ an apostolic Church” should by all means imitate
a8 far as it is gond,—these reasons, Messrs. Editors,
bave led me to bring the subject of tithes before your
readers. Dissenting ministers call upon their congre-
galions to support them as an act of charity on their
part, but we can prove that the laity, in supporting
their chnrch, only do their duty, aud are fur from
doing any thingmore than God hizs pluinly required
of them, until they actually give away more thaun the
tenth part of all their incomes.

{ suppose no one, wha has read the Bible, will de-
ny that tithes were paid by the Patriarchs, and that
God made the payment of them necessary by the
Laws of Moses. He says: Lev. 27 ¢h. 30, 31,32,
all the tithe of the land, whether of the sced of the
Jand, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's; it is
boly unto the Lord, &e.

Tuis being clear, it is only necessary for us to

better than ourselves,  Now it is well known that ma-
ny of the Fathers considerad tithesns Gad’s property.
and this was the reason why all the primitive churches
aave been supported in this way, cven down to our
awn days, in the nations of Lurope. The proprietors
of the soil were convineed of their obligation to
sbey the Laws of Moses iu this respect, and from
the king to the lawest lord of the land, they all
agreed, and wade it thelaw of the land as well as o!
the Bible, that *¢all tho tithe of the tand, whether
of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree,
stiould be holy unto the Lord.”

A learned and pious clerical friend 2t home, inu
lotter to me full of brotherly and useful suggestions,
writes as follows :—¢ It was the opinion of many of
the IFathers, that God expects every man to dedicate
to his service at least one tenth of his income. Un-
less we do so we rob God, and donot enjoy our pro-
vetty with a clear conscience. And this rule applies
to the poorest as well as the richest. Every one
shanld be taugnt to set apart immediately a tenth
of all that he veceives, whether mouey, goodls, or
produce.
to tithe ourselves with equal care and promptitude,
whether we receive a sixpence or a thousand pounds.
‘I'ne money may be put into a separate purse, to be
called God's purse; and out of this we are to take
whenever we bestow al 1, or contribute to religious
purpuses, or buy religious books to give away, &c.
Oue advantage of this plan is, that when we give out
of God’s purse, we shall not feel as if we were giving
our own property, and so we shall escape the danger
of self- rishteousness or self-praise in our alms-deeds.
Auother advantage is, thut when the practice becomes
seneral, the church will never want means for any
of her purposes, whether to support the clergy, to
build and repair, and furnish churches, tn maintain
schools, to feed the sick and aged, &ce  Those whose
hearts are liberal, and who can afford it, may add as
much more as they please to the teuth,asa free-will
offering to the Lord ; they may give two teoths, or
three tenths &e.;and we ought to preach that such
free-will offerings are’ Very™ acéeptable to God, and
will be surely rewarded, for *¢ he who soweth litule

Luow whetier the New Testament disp nsation abnl-
ished tithes as no longer necessary for the support of
religion ? or elwe, whethier the christian church and
minitry are not entitled to the same help and sup-
pott, and are not even allowed to demend it as their
due ?

We find, in the New Testament, that the Saviour
evidently expected his mivi-ters to be maintained at
the expense of those who received their heavenly
message. When he sent them into all the earth to
preach the Gospel to every creature,he relieves them
from the carc of providing ¢ either scrip or purse,”
by assuring them that they might eat whatsoever was
set before them as € workmen worthy of their hire;”
not as beggars, not as being indebted to those who
feed and clothe tham, but rather, that they were to
reccive temporal for heavenly things. And so St.
Paul manifestly understands the Saviour’s meaning,
and plaialy declares it to be the duty of christians to
support their ministers in temporul matlers; nay, but
he goes further, and he appaals to the Law of Moses;
and while shesing that ¢ they who feed the flock
must also eat of the milk of the flock,” and ¢‘they
who serve at the altar,must also live of the altsr,” he
positively says,—*¢ cren so bath the Lord ordained
that they who preach the Gospel should live of the
Gowpel.” (1 Cor. ix. 14.) Theapo-tles, then, is far
from abolishing tithes; rather he refersto them, and
then savs : * even so hath the Lord ordained” that
it should, of course, be the same uuder the Gospel.

But we might olso consult the Primitive Fathere
on this subject. Many of them were intimatcly ac-
quainted with the apostles, and must, thercfore, have
krowu tacir opinion on this and many other matters,
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shall reap little, and be vho soweth much, shall reap
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imuch,”—~as we can hardly expect many grown-upyigitedin sickness before, and passed on to Kelli

persons to adopt, late iu life,this practice of tithing and
dedicating their income, let us urge it on our children,
hose tender minds are wmore easily wrought oo ;
gious parents, recommending thess to
‘train their children in the hubit of setting apart a
tenth for God, by teaching them to begin with the
first sixpence tney receive or earn.—We ought to
explain from the pulpit that tithes are expected by
God as a continual acknonledgment to Him that all
our property belongs to Him, and is enjoyed as a loan
from Him.”
i Hoping, Messts. Editors, that the sbove sugges-
tions may produce the same eflect on the minds of
jothers which they have had on my own, viz 1—the
! Jetermination of tithing my income and of applying
the tenth to hely purposes without any other feeling
but a desire to pay wy d=bts: and earnestly praying
ihat this divine and prmilive made of supporting the
1Gospel may be sosn generally received,
I remain, Messrs. Editors.

your’s, &c.

A CuurcuMay.

i
‘also upon reli

September 13th, 1339.

It icimpossible to know our justification except in
aur obiedience to Christ.  Arnd to ohey Christ or hope

all would be indeed blasphemous,.—Howel's Remains.

Christ Jesus is great in every respect ; finite le-
ings are noly great in same things when compared
with each ofher, and when conpared with God they
ate little in every respect.—Ibid.

It is well to carry out this plan so far as,

for justification through him,unless he ware God over,

SuCIETY FOR TUE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN
FOREIGN PARTS,

NEWFOUNDLAND,

From the Rev. Charles Blackman, Missionary at Povt.
de=Grave, lo his Diocesan.

« St, Johu's Newfoundland, 4th January, 1839,

[ continued my services in Port-de-Grave, §e,
until the middle of QOctober, when as I huve alrend
infurmed your Lordship, I was directed by the Arch~
Jdeacon to proceed hither, and take upon me the
churzge of St. ‘Thomas’s Church in this toan.—Im-
lnediately 1 had established myeell here (and having
lgot u'l my supplies round to Port-de-Grave, 1 did
'so not without great expense,) 1 directed wy atten-
tion to the numerous outports in the neighbourhood
where, your Lordship will be surprised to hear.there
sre one thousand siz hundved and cighty members of
our Church, requiring, from their poverty and their
imnorance, very much consideration and instruction,
Feeling the importance of preventing these o! our peo-
ple from going over to other teachers, 1 have visited
two of the setllements weeklv; held divine service;
administered the sncraments; visited the sick; and
pecformed such other offices as circumstances render-
ed necessary. Believe me, my Lord, this, in addi.
tion to the duties of the new church, has tuxed my
strength severely; end walking, as I frequently do,
more than twenty miles a day, over most wreiched
roads, and sleeping afterwards in some winter tilt, 1
have heen surpiised, as well as thankful, that I have
been enabled to persevere. ‘T'he benefits, however,
of a regular attendance on these poor scattered sheep
of the wilderness are already spparent; andl trust
the Society will kindly keep in remembrance their
great need of spintual justruction.
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¢ Though T made the best provision in my power
for Port-de-Grave aud Bareneed, by secoring the
sratuitous services of two excellent Readers, and the
occasional visits of Mr. Howell, from Bay Raberts,
I fltu strong desire to see how my late parishioners
fared; and a3 Mr. Carrington kindly undertook to
supply my place at St. Thomas”s for one Sunday,Istart.
ed on Monday, the 31st December, for a regular mis-
sionary tour round Conception Bay. My limited
income not allowing:me to keep or even hirea’ mah,
[ was compelled to buckle on my own knapsack; and,
thus accoutred, 1 walked to the aouth shore of the
Bay,—interred the bady of a womsan I had
grews
Eztly
morning of Tuesday (New-Year’s day), I
ded to Holyrood: which place, although I was
.alone, and had never travelled the road before, I
.reached without much difficulty : but in passing through
ithe woods between Holyrood and Harbour Main, 1
tlnst my way; but, with considerable labour and son.e
‘anxiety (for the snow was fulling thickly) Igot totle
sea-side, where T found a tilt, whose owner kindly
directed me aright. On reaching Harbour Muin, 1
was strougly advised nut to sttempt, at a late hour
of the day, with u somewhat wearied body, and with
feet hlecding from the excessive 1oughuess of the
road over which I had gone, the journey to Brigus.
Srnsible, however, that 1 could be of little or no ser-
vice where I was, (for there is not a Protestant in
the place), I determined on pushing forward; atd
having procured a guide, Ireached Brigus, quite ex-
hausted, about two hours after night. Here Uspent
the following day, baptizing the infant child of R. J.
.Pmsent, Esq. the stipendiary magisteate of the town;
and visiting such people as I knew to be attached to
the Church. On Thursday I reached Port-de-Grave
where, for the two or three days preceding the Sat
bath, | had qute enough to do in visitiug the sick aund
aged, and regulating othier matters connected with
the Church’s interests. On Sunday I bad an over-
flowing conaregation, to fifty-five of whom { admiris-
tered the Holy Communion, and thun sdmitted six
children into the body of Chiist’s Church. At Bare-
need, in the afternoun, I bad a very full church; and
alter pressing upon my hearers such feelings and such
duties as the seuson seemed especiaily to call for, 1
administered the sacrament of baptism to four «hil-
dren of that place. 1 heldservice athird time at Port-
Jde-Grave in the evening, aund reached my lodgings

idistant from St. Jobu’s about twenty miles,
.on the
procee
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