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There wvas once a house built over
the mouth of the well. The building
fell recntly, and the rubbisli gathered
over the imouth, so that we could sec
nothing as to the inside. All we could
do was to Imeel down and drop a peb-
ble through the openings between the
stones, w hici told us very distinctly
tliat there was water at the bottoni
of the well, and that the "well is
deep."

Let us look around us as we sit,
wearied with our journey, on the very
spot in which Jesuus sat, a few hours
carlier in the day, on that occasion so
mnemorable for Sychar, and so inter-
esting to Christian readers, who never
weary of the story of " Jesus and the
womau of Samaria." We are at the
north end of a level plain surrounded
on all sides by high hills. The plain
is not large, but it is rich in crops and
ricli in historical associations as the
gathering place, in every age of their
history, of the clans of Israel. Out of
this vailey to eastward, towards the
Jordan, thore is an opening. That is
the road to Padan-aram, to Mesopo-
tamia, by which Jacob came on his
return fron serving Laban when lie
bouglt this parcel of ground. Out of
the valley to westward there is an
opeuing towards the Great Sea. This
opening to the westward is guarded by
two sentinels venerable in years, great
in bulk, lofty in front, and memorable
in history. These sentinels are Ebal
on the north side, and Gerizim on the
south side. Jacob's well is riglit under
Gerizim, the nount of blessing, and at
the opening of this valley leading to
the sea.

But what smnall building is that in
an adjacent field, shining in a new coat

-of white-wash ? That is the spot wlere
-the children of Israel deposited the
boues of Joseph on obtaini'ig posses-
sion of the promised land, (Joshua
xxiv. 82), the resting place of the best
son, the kindest brother, the wisest
.statesmen that we know of in history.

There wcre other bones besides bis
placed there on the sane oecasion.
Steplien tells us in a sentence that bas
puzzled commentators, that "Josepb
sent and called his father Jacub to hlm,
and all his kindred, threescore and fif.
teen souls ; so Jacob went down into
Egypt and died, lie and our fathers
and were carried over into Syehem
and laid in the sepulchre that Abra.
bain bouglit for a sum of money of the
sons of Emior, the father of Sychem."
(Acts vii. 15, 16).

Of course the naie of Abraham is
a inistake in the above couniection.
It could iot be a iustake on the part
of Steplhen, for ho was too well infornied
in Jewish history, and under snch ii.
fluence of the Holy Spirit as to be
above such a slip as to confound Jacob
and Abraham on a point where the
history is so clear. (Gen. xxxiii. 18,
19, 20). It could not be a mistake on
the part of Luke, vho was inspired.
It must therefore have been a mnistake
on thepart of one of the earliest scribes
(for all theI MSS have followed this ouel
and stands (as Calvin and IHackett sup.
pose) for Jacob. The other difleulty
lies in finding Stephien say that th'e
patriarchis (" our fathers ") were car-
ried over into Sychenm and laid in the
saine sepulchre with Joseph, whereas
no mention is made of this fact. There
is no mention of the fact, but the fact
no doubt it was. We know that it was
the custon in Egypt for the hîead of a
family to dig out in the rocks a sepul.
chre for himself and kindred, large iii
proportion to his rank and wealth, and
indeed, a sepulchre is shown in Egypt
anong the tombs of Beni-Hassan
which is called the tomb of Joseph
and his. If any of Joseph's brethren
died before him, as no doubt vas the
case, lie vould bury theu in his fauily
vault, and his willingness to rest il
Egypt himself till the Exodus is ex-
plained, probably by the fact thbat his
vault was tenanted, and that he could
rest there with his bretlren till the


