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Cansadian Beet Sugar Factory,

Wo have, on many occasions, written strongly in favor of
the introduction of tho beet-sugar industry into Canada. After
ten years’ carcful study of the subject, both here, and in Ku-
rope, we are of opinion that no cnterprise can offer in our
country & larger moneyed return for tho capital invesced, and
a greater agricultural improvement. Hundreds of experi.
ments in sugar beet oculture have been made under our
supervision, in various parts of the Provinee, for scveral years
back. They hdve undoubtedly proved that the best sugar
beets will mature here every year, and that, with the same
amount of care, a larger crop can be secured than in the most
favored European countries. This is partly accounted for by
our espeeially favorable fall weather, which eauses the beets
to mature with certainty, and brings out a larger percentage
of sugar in the root than can be obtained in Europe.

The very hravy duties on imported sugar in Canada,
which amount on an average to 35 ©7, of the original cost
price, would secure to the Canadian manufacturer an amount
of protection nearly double that allowed to the most favourcd
articles of Canadian manufacture. :

This protection, added to the cosi of importation, brings
the selling price of sugar here to about double what.it is in
France, Ger:nany, or Austria; whilst the cost of production,
taking every thing into account, should not be much more, if
any. We insist on this point, that with the best machiunery
aud able sugar makers, beet sugar need not cost any more to
manuficture in Canada, than in Encope. Here, lands, horse
labour also, and even fuel are a great deal cheaper.

Manual labour alone is romewhat higher, but this would not
be sufficient to counter balance the great advantages we pos-
sess, the priuncipal of which lies in the fact that, through our
long winters, we are enabled to manufucture fully as long again
as they can in Europe, so that the same manufactory, 1 Eu-
mpe, which would work for one hundred days, would, were it
erceted here, exactly doublo its production,

There is, therefore, a sure profit, and an immense oue, in
store for those who will have the courage to enter boldly, but
systematically, on this new enterprise.

The great drawback here,and, in fact, the onlyreason which
has prevented the erection of a factory so far, is the large ca-
pital required to start this industry, according to modern
views, In fact, for some time to come, and until we have
acquired in Canada the necessary experience 1n all the various
departments of thiscomplicated industry, and until machmnery
can bo made here equal to what is made in Earope, we must
ocmmand, in America, to obtain success, fully double the ca-
pital required by similar establishments in Kurope. We
have all aleng stated that, supposing most of the beets to be
supplied by the farmers, the first beet sugar establishment
here should have a capital of $200,000, in order to be pre-
pared tg, meet every emergeacy.

Within the last few years, a great deal has been said res-
gﬁcging beet-sugar establishments which were not to cost over

25,000,

To the many who consulted us on this question, we inva-
riably answered that, this amount appeared to us ridiculously
inadeqnate. We are glad to find that the promoter of thefe
cheap factories in America, Mr. Trnest Th. Gennert, Port-
land, State of Maine, writes, from California, to’the
American Cultwator, statiog that he is now engaged toereet

a first class factory in that State, to work 60 tons of beets
daily, which will cost, complete $150,u000. As this is just
about half the sizo of the average factories now recommended
in Iurope, for the coonomical production of sugar, it shows
that our cstimate of $200,000 is a fair one.

There is, at tho present time, a considerable stir, in Canada,
respeeting this industry. Let us hope the day is not far dis.
tant when a first class factory will b started. Let it be
remembered that we have in the Dominion a market for sugar
amounting to $10,UUM000 annually. To manufacture all
this would require from thirty to sixty large fuctories. There
is therefore no danger of overcrowding, for many years to
come, at least. In an official document, published in 1878,
by the Federal Government, we stated that the profits
to be expected from this industry, at present prices, should
not beless than from 40 to 60 ©7,, annually, on the capital in-
vested, provided the factories work as they should, and with
ordinarily careful management.

Why then should so much Canadian capital be seeking in-
vestment in Canada at the present moment, where such a
munificent return can be safely scoured, and an improve-
ment brought to our agriculture which wounld ecertainl
double the production, and the profits, of all the land devoted
to beet sugar cultivation.

Milk, buttor and cheose records.

That careful breeding, from well selected thoroughbred
animals, is necessary to secure in the preeeny a cuntinuation
of the best results need not be discussed. The extremely
high prices regularly obtained at auction for some of the
most renowned short horn families show that, for Durhams,
at least, breeders are agreed to what constitutes excellency in
the production of beef. Tt strikes us, however, that in the
proauction of butter and cheese, we have not arrived at any
thing like the scttled points which tend tn assign the highest
value to any one family, or, even, to any given set of points.
In fact, between breeders, it is yet a controverted point
whether the Jersey, or the Ayrshire is the better and ‘more
economieal producer of butter.

Of late years several breeders, of Jerseys and of Ayrshires,
have kept and published records of the milk and butter given
by the whole or by a portion only of their respective herds.
Lhis is an excellent move, and a usefal vne as a point of
comparison. But, to judge of the real merits of a cow. or of
a breed, it is not sufficient to know that a large quantity of
butter, or of cheese, is produced ; we should also ascertain,
as nearly as possible, what proportion of a given kiad of food
has been consumed to the 1b of butter or cheese produced.

However desirable, it is not to be espected that breeders
will zo to the trouble of solving these intricate points of
comparison between breeds. But no breeder worthy of the
name should be without a careful record of all the milk, and
even butter, produced by ecach of the cows he breeds from
in his herd  This is in fact the only sure test of the value
of milk producing breeds, and had these records beca kept
for half a century, with the same care that the gain in flesh
in a given time has been recorded for the short horms, we
should now know to a certainty what herds to breed from
wien milk, butter or cheese are the special objects, and 'such
herds would command the highest prices.

Respecting the comparison between breeds, relating to the
largest quautity of cheese or butter produced by a given
quantity of food, without loss of flesh to the animal, we are
not aware of any set of experiments having been made so far
for any length of time. It is very desirable that such
experiments should be carefully made and we see none better
qualified to do this than the experimental stations connected
with agricultural assogiations, colleges, &e.



