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Long Island takes the lead, but there
i8 ono duck farm at South Haston,
Mass., owned by James Ranlin, on
which a8 many a8 10,000 ducklings
have been raised and marketed in a
singlo senson.

What interests tho reador of this,
howevor, is to know why duck farms
aro numorous and profitablo, while
largo ** hon farms ' arve rarc. That the
hon can bo kept a year with less labor
than a duck requires, and consumes
loss food, is well known ; but the duck
has an advantago over tho hon which
places her far in tho load, and that is
the rapid growth of tho ducklings.

While a chick is slowly reaching a
markotable age and weight, tho duck
lings are up and in market long before.
In threo months from tho time tho
oggs are put in an incubator (for incu-
bators are used on all large poultry
farms) the ducklings are ready for
markot, and that, too, in the faco of
the fact that four wooks of the thirteon
are required for incubation. This leaves
only nino weoks for growth, but in
that period the dacklings may reach
four or fivo pounds weight, while the
chick, with the advantage of only
threo wecks for incubation and with
ten weoks of the threo months for
growth, will do well if it reaches a
pound and a half. Hence a duckling
will make more than three times as
much meat up to the ago of ten weeks
a8 & ochick.

The cost is tho same por pound of
meat produced in each case, It requires,
on an averago, about five conts worth
of food to produce ono ponnd of poul-
try (and that rule seems to hold for
all classes and all ages), but it pays to

roduce the moat in tho shortest time,
gl'ow, if five ponnds of duckling can
be produced in the same time required
for a pound and a half of chick, it is
equivalent {0 more than three crops
of chiks, and though the duckling eats
moro food, it grows more rapidly, and
the cost per pound of meat is the same.

Another advantage is, that the dack
lays her eggs in the winter, or at &
timo when eggs for inoubation are
mostly in demand, and she wi'l lay an
egg every day if she is & choice duck
and from a good laying strain, while
the hen does not begin until later and
is more uncertain. Tho cggs of the
duck are algo more fertilo, and better
hatches are secured. The young duck
ling has a good appetite from the start,
is mot very fastidious, and is smbject
to but fow drawbacks; cholera, roup,
and lice have no terrors for it. Give
the young duckling balf the care znd
warmth allowed the chick and it will
be happy and grow fast.

The duckling thrives on a coarso,
bulky diet. A mess of turnips, cooked
and thickened with bran and mesl,
will bo a delicacy, and all kinds of
nutritious weeds, such as purslain,
glantain, rag-weed and pig-weed, will

e accopted readily, Ducklings can
be removed from the brooders much
sooner than chicks, ana as soon as
partially feathered they will thrive
under & shed or any dry shelter, while
the old ducks will snugly tuck them-
gelves away for a good night's rest
outside, with & north-east storm pour-
ing down on them, Thisissomething,
however, we advise should not be per-
mittoed, as they give the best resulis
with care.

A duck will lay as many eggs ina
year a8 & hon, but she porforms that
work quickly and then takesa long va-
cation, while the hen will be dropping
an ogg occasionally thromghout the
year. For keeping' tho family in.a
supply long after the duck ceases, the
hen "becomes a favorite, though shé
really does not produce a greaternam-

roduce 03 large oggs a3 tho duok. (1)
F}ut, as tho duck has paid for hereolf
in advance, sho rocoives no thanks,
aud is considored a vory unprofitablo
cronture, while tho hen receives all
tho oredit and praiso. If the duck
would oxtend thoe laying period, sho
would give the hen a hard strugglo
for first placo.

But all ducks do not woigh five
pounds when ten weeks old. The ducks
that are oxpected to give such roturns
are of the ** blue blood ” families. The
favorite breed on tho larger duck
farms is the Pekin, which cannot fly
ovor a fonoo two foet high, and thrives
on dry land. On many of these farms
thore is no wator oxcept for drinking

urposes, given in tronghs, and tho

ucks soom to do as well as those that
have acceas to a pond or other water
privileges. The Pekins, though they
thrivo best when forsging for their
food, are often kept in small yards,

All the time and labor of raising the
ducklings (spring ducks, but fome-
times known as “ green ducks”) (2) is
from February to June. (3) After that
time thore is but little demand, and
only a fow adults are kept for next
year's laying.

TURNING PIGS INTO GOLD,

BY
SANDERS SPENCER.

There are few things which are
considered so well within the ability
of anyone as in the tending and foed-
ing of pigs. On many farms it is atill
the practice to tell off the least com-
potent of the labourers to look after
the pigs, whereas it is held by many
persons of experience that few animals
pay better for attention than do lit-
ters of young pigs. There is fre
quontly a difforence of 3s. or 4s. per
head on s litter of wesalings which
have been properly attended to and
those from a trip which have not been
exaotly mnegleoted, but had to squeal
for their suppers.

The first essential in pig keeping is
that the attendant should have a know-
ledgeof hisdutiesandadesiretoperform
them. No great amount of book-know-
ledge is required, but the man should
have afondness for animals and posseas
a fairly equable temper, especially
where boars are k.pt; firmpess and
kindness must be freely employed or
the stook boer is sure to give trouble.
Th. se animals should be treated so
that they have no opportunity to dis-
cover their strength, A manis per-
fectly powerless with & boar deter-
mined to have its own way when in
the oper. A considerable number of
boars are rendered bad tempered
by being treated as though they
were so, the att«ndant invariably
using a stick or fork shaft to kee
away the boar whilst he places foog
in the trough, and the tines of the
fork are not infrequently used to prod
the boar with when the place is being
cleaned out. Whilst it is true that
care is not taken never to breed from
a bad tempored boar, a good many
boars which have the credit for being
savage have had their bad qualities
developed by want of care and sense
on the part of the pereon who feeds
and attends them. -

Thece remarks will show that it is

(1) But the duck’s egg, though we our-
selves rather like it, i3 nos a favourits with
most people.—Ko, _

(2) Wo-3p:ak, in Bngland of green geese,
but always of ducklings,~—Ebp.

13} Ducks are good up tothe end of Sep
tember, but from-‘August 20th should be]

3

ber, if as many, in & yoar, Box doss she

-—

stuffed with sags and snions.<Ro. k

very desirable to purchase a boar from
8 hord in whioh attention, bas been
paid to breeding from Food tompored
animals, sinco this quality is desirable
in tho eow as it is froquently necessary
to enter tho styo wero sho is farrow-
ing. In cold weathor, many young
pigs aroeaved by this attention, which
it 18 impossible to rendor if the sow is
bad tempored, as if no aotual herm is
done tio the attendant tho 1}it,tor is frot-'
uently so upset Lhat tho pigs go
(tlroddoz on, tllx)o flow of milkpis iotor-
fored with, and the warmth an: com-
fort whioh the newly born pigs re-
quire aro donied thom, They soon
begin t» show tho result of the cold
stnkirg them by becoming lethbargio,
or they worry tho row by their con-
tinual shrieking which goon ends in
death. It is always advisable, if it be
gossiblo, for & would-be purchasor of
roeding pigs to go and seo what he
buys—soo the paronts and the genoral
stock of pigs on the place. Too many
persons imagine, that all that is neces-
sary is to writo to some one who has
won a fow prizes and order of them
the pigs required, No greater mistake
is mado. Nothing is easier if a per-
son has monoy than to win prizes, un-
less it be to insert a glowing advert-
isement in a paper. If the advertiser
has eold a pig or two to some noble-
man's bailiff, 80 much the better, as
these pigs cun be described as “ mar-
vellous " even if they have proved the
veriest brutes in the breeding and
show pon. Our advice ia never o buy
a pig in o poke, unless from a bresder
who bas for years had s reputation
which is worth the keoping. Another
point is that it is not always the best
pig which costs the most money, but
nothing is geined by attomptiog to
boat down the price asked for a good
animal; by so doing yon get a pig of
less value, as & breeder baving good
animals and a good reputation soldom
reduces his price to s.cure customers.
In purchasing breeding pigs it is
necessary to consider the market in
which the produace will have to besold.
If tho object is to breed pigs to soil off
the sow, ono cannot well have the
parents too big and growthy, provid-
ing that theyare not awkward @ their
movements or 80 long in tha back as
to render them likely to become weak
and to lie on the little pigs. The
longest pig ia liable to be coarsein
boue, bent in the legs, and weak and
round in the ankles ; avoid such ; it is
bound to be & helpless brate and to
soon require the botcher’s kaife to curs
its complaints. A sow of this descrip
tion is frequently a bad mother ; she
will produce small litters, rearing only
a part of them, and these will be al-
most certain to inheritthe weakneases
of their parents. Aswith horses so
with pigs, there are good pigs of all
colours. There is, however, in some
distriots & considerable projudice in
favour of the pig of the colour to
which the residents are most accus-
tomed. Itis fonnd st fimes that new
introductions are not altogether a suc-
cess, but this may, and does, most fre-
quontly arise from the fact that the
specimeons brought in are not the best
of their breed. They may have beon
bought of some who have purchased
pigs and with thei. won prizes, but
this fact docs not ensuro either the
quality of the pigs or their suitability
to the new district. So many pigs are
now-a-days bred only to ‘win prizes
that the show and not the utility
points:are tho first consideration’ with
many-persona That it is easy to com-
bine theso ‘two qualities has been
proved. No & or proof of this
need be furnished than that succasefil
show herds have been drawn upon

year after year “by purchusers fromj

woll figh every country whore pig
breeding is carried on successfully,
this proving that it is moro the broed-
ing than the breod of pigs bought.

n goleoting tho boar or sow much
the same points must be eought. The
boar should, of course, bave masculine
oharactor which will be noticeable in
tho greater developmont of parts,
such as the neok, &c., but each should
bave a wido forchead and a bright in-
telligont oyo; tho nock shoald bo mus-
oular, but not fat; the shoulders weoll
laid and narrow on top (the neck and
shoulders are worth only half as much
for tho bacon ourer's purpose as tho
ribs); thechost wido ; the forelegashould
be outside the body and the ribs woll
sprung, 80 that the important organs
of tho body—tho lungs and heart—
will have plenty of room to work ; the
ribs should be deep, without that tizht-
negs round tho girth; the flauk thick,
this being a sure indication of lean
meat, partioularly in the belly part;
the hind quarters long and wide from
the hips to the tail, tho hams wide and
woll let down, or as some persons de-
soribo it the hind lege should not be
split up and tho second thigh defi-
cient; tho bones solid or flinty, not
porous, the latter indicating softness
of flesh and too great a pcoportion of
fat; a thin papery skin is assooiated
with want of quality in the meat; a
good coat of soft hair is mecessary,
constitution of and firmuess of flesh
aro gonerally then also present; the
bair shounld be straight, as curly hair
fre%uently accompanies coarseness of
flesh, as it does too great a proportion
of fat.

Ono of the most important points
in the breeding pig is its ability to be-
get and rear large litte~s of healiby
pigs. There is no quahity more here-
ditary than this, as it is a sure
indication that there is stsmins, and
that utility has been studied by the
breeder. It is by no mesns unusual
to find sows which farrow large litters,
but the pigs are uneven and the sows
bad milkers and sacklers. These are
two of the worst failingsin a brood
sow. In purchasing a yonug row se-
lect one with a fair quantity of teats,
evenly placed and neither coarse nor
ill shaped. A sow with a coarse udder
may look like a heavy milker, but this
does not follow; it is more frequently
a. indication of coarseness. Some of
the best brood sows are those whose
udders make the least show; when the
sow is rot suckling the udder appears
to wasie away, and except from the
slightly increased size and length of
teat some pereons would imagino that
sho had not reared any pigs. It must
not be forgctten that, with pigs cspe-
cially, the bad qualities of the parents
are as horeditary as the good ones, and
are moroe likely to bs obsorved in pigs
whi-h have not for a time been gred
for certain good qualities. in fact, in
the brr ‘ing of pigs, too wmuch has
been . . to chsnce or to the produc-
tion in pedig=eo herds of those fancy

ints whioh are worse than vselesa.

kis many be considered xather siron
language, but it is used advisedly an
with a firm conviction that it is war.
ranted.

Various opinions are held as to the
best time at whioh o begin to mate
breeding pigs. We beliove in early
maturily, and this shows itself in the
ability of certain strains'to' reproduce
their speoies early in life ; & well-kept
borr or yolt should be fit to bo mated
when cight months, so that'the first
littor arrives when the dam is aboata
year old. It is a good plan,if the litter
inlarge and' the'sow a ‘heavy milker,
to allow tho pigs to remain on her
antil they .are ten weeks old, ,feeding
the sow well the whole -time, -or, -if1¢



