
i

i

.1

t'

ir

Long Island fakoa the lead, but thora
ils an duck fari at South Baston,
Mass., owned by James Rankin, on
which as many as 10,000 ducklings
have been raieed and markotod in a
singlo sneson.

What interest8 the reador of this,
howovor, is to know why duck farnas
are numerous and profitable, whilo
large" lon farme " ara rare. That the
hon cen bo kopt a year with less labor
than a duck requires, and consumes
los food, is well known ; but the duck
bas an advantago over the bon which
places bar far in the lead, and that is
tho rapid growth of the ducklinge.

While a chick is slowly reaching a
markotablo ago and weight, the duck
linge ara up and in market long boibre.
l three months froin the time the
oggs ara put in an incubator (for incu-
bators are used on all largo poultry
farine) the ducklings are ready for
market, and that, too, in the face of
the fact that four wooks of the thirtoon
are required for incubation. This leaves
only nine weeks for growth, but in
that pariod the ducklings nay reanch
four or five pounde woight, whilo the
chick, with the advantage of only
throo wooks for incubation and with
ton wooks of the threa menthe for
growth, will do woll if it reaches a
pound and a half. Houce a duckling
will make more than three times s
much meat up to the ago of ton weeks
as a chick.

The cost is the same par pound of
meut producod in each case. Itroquires,
on an averago, about five conte worth
of food to produce one pound of poul-
try (and that rule seems to hold for
ail classes and ail ages), but it pays to
produce the mat in the shortest time.
Now, if five pounds of duckling cau
ba produced in the sane time require.
for a pound and a half of chick, it is
equivalent to more than thre crops
of chiks, and though tho duckling este
more food, it grows more rapidly, and
the coat par pound of neat is the same.

Another advantago is, that the duck
lays ber eggs in the winter, or at a
timo when eggs for incubation are
mostly in demand, and she wiil lay aun
egg every day if ehe is a choice duck
and from a good layiug strain, while
the hen does not begin until later and
is more uncertain. The cggs of the
duck are aise more fertile, and botter
hatches are secured. The young duck
ling bas a good appetite from the start,
le not very fastidious, and is subjct
to but fow drawbacks ; cholera, roup,
and lice have no terrora for it. Givo
the young duckling half the care and
warmth allowed the chick and it will
b happy and grow fast.

The ducking thrives on a coarse,
bulky diet. A mess of turnips, cooked
and thickened with bran and meal,
will b a dolicacy, and all kinde of
nutritious weeds, such as purelain,
plantain, rag-weed and pig-weed, will

e accoptcd readily. Ducklings eau
bo removed froin the brooders much
sooner than chicke, aud as soon as
partially feathered they will thrive
under a shed or any dry shelter, while
the old ducks will enugly tuck tho-
selves away for a good night's rest
outside, with a north-east storm pur-
ing down on then. This issomethings,
howover, we advise should not be par-
mittod, as they give the best resulte
with cre.

A duck will lay as many eggs -n a
year as a hon, but ehe performs that
work quickly and then takes a long va-
cation, whilethe hon will bo droppig
an egg occasionally throughout the
year. For keeping the family in a
supply long after iho duck eeases,.the
hon becomes a favorite, though ohé
really does not produce agreaternuim-
ber, if as many, in ayar, nor dose se
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produco as large ogge as tho duok. (1)
But, as tho duck has paid for horreif
in advance, eho recoives no thanke,
and is considered a vory unprofitablo
croature, whilo the hon recoives all
tho orodit and praiso. If the duck
would oxtend the laying period, aho
would give the hon a hard strugglo
for firet placo.

But ail ducks do not weigh five
pounds whon ton wooke old. The duoke
that are ozpected to givo such roturne
are of the " blue blood " familias. The
favorito breed on the larger duck
farme is the Pokin, which cannot fly
over a fonco two foot high, and thrives
on dry land. On many of theoE farms
thore is no wator except for drinking
purposea, given in troughs, and the
ducks soom to do as well as those that
have access to a pond or other water
priviloges. The Pokine, though they
thrivo best whon foraging or thoir
food, are often kept in amait yards.
All the time and labor of raising tho
ducklings (epring ducks, but romo-
times known as "green ducks") (2) is
froin February to June. t3) After that
tine thore is but littlo demand, and
only a fow adulte are kept for next
year's laying.

TUENING PIGS INTO GOLD,
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SANDERS SPENCER.

Thore are few thingB which are
considored so well wit in the ability
of anyone as in the tending and feed-
ing of pige. On many farmsi it is atili
the practice to tel] off the leat con-
patent of the labourera to look after
tho pige, wheroas it is hald by many
persons of ozperience that few anim:ais
pay botter for attention tban do lit-
tors of young pige. There is fre
quontly a difference of 3B. or 4e. per
head on a litter of weanlings which,
have been properly attended to and
those from a trip which have not beau
exactly neglected, but had to squeal
for their suppers.

The first essential in p'g koeping is
that the attendant thould have a know-
ledgeof hisdutiesandadesiretoporform
theam. No great amount of beoo-know-
ledge is required, but the man ehould
bave a fondoess for animals and possess
a fairly equable temper, especially
whore boars are k-pt; firmness and
kindness muet be freely employed or
the stok boar is sure to give trouble.
Th. se animals should ba treated se
that they have no opportunity to dis.
cover their strength. A man is par-
fectly powerless with a boar dater-
mined to have its own way when in
the open. A considerable number of
boars are rendered bad tempered
by being treated as though they
were so, the attt ndant invariably
using a stick or fork shaft te kep
away the boar whilst ha places foo
in the trçugh, and the tines of the
fork are not infrequently used to prod
the boar with when the place is bing
cleaned ont. Whilst it is true that
caro is not taken never to breed fron
a bad tempored boar, a good many
boara which have the oredit for being
savage have had their bad qualities
devoloped by want of care and sonse
on the part of the porson who feeda
and attends them.

Theee remarks will show that it is

(1l But the duck's egg, though we our-
selves rather like it, is no a favourite with
most people.--ta.

(2b Wo spak. in England or green geese,
but always of duckltngs.-ED.

(3) Duke tra «cat up te the end of Sep
tember, but rom Angust 20th should ba
atufled with sage and onions.-Ho.
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very desirablo to purchaso a boar from woll ajigh evory country whore pig
a bord in which attontion, has boon brooding is carried on succe8sfully,
paid to brooding from good tompored this proving that it is more the brood-
animals, since thi quality is desirablo ing than the brood of pigs bought.
in tho eow as it ie frequontly nocossary In seolecting the boar or sow much
te enter the etyo were sha is farrow- the same points must be Eought. The
ing. In cold woathor, many young boar should, of courso, bave masculine
pigs ara saved by this attention, which charaotor which will bo noticoablo in
it is impossible to rendor if the sow is the groater development of parts,
bad tompered, as if no actual harm i such as the neck, &c., but oach should
done te the attendant the littor is fro- have a wida forehoad and a bright in-
quently so upset tbat tho pige got telligent oye; the neck should bo mus-
troddon on, the low of milk is inter- cular, but not fat; the shouldere well
fored witb, and the warmth an a coin- laid and narrow on top (tho neck and
fort whioh th newly born pige re- shouldera are worth only half as much
quire are donied tham. They soon for the bacon ourer' purpose as the
begin t'> show the rosault of the cold ribs); thochostwido; the forelegashould
etrikirg thom by becoming lothargio, be outsido the body and the ribs well
or they worry the Fow by their con- sprung, so that tho important organs
tinual ehrioking which soon onds in of tho body-tho lungs and hoart-
death. It is always advisable, if it b will have plenty of room te work; the
possible, for a vould-bo purchaser of ribs should bo deop, without thattirht-
broding pige te go and sea what ho naes round the girth; the flank thick,
buys-eca the parents and the genaeral this being a sure indication of lean
stock of pig on the place. Too many moat, particularly in the bolly part;
persone imagine, that ail that ie noces- the hind quarters long and wide froin
eary ie te write te somo ono who bas the hips to the tail, the hams wide and
won a fow prizes and order of thom woll let down, or as sme peone de-
the pige required. No greater mistake scribe it the hind legs should not be
is made. Nothing is easier if a per- split up and the second thigh defi.
son has monoy than te win prizes, un- aient; the bones solid or flinty, not
less it be to insort a glowing advert- porous, the latter indicating softness
soment in a paper. If the advertiser of flash and too groat a peoportion of

bas Eoid a pig or two to soe noble- fat; a thin papery skin is associated
man's bailiff, so much the botter, as with want of quality in the meant; a
these pigs can ba described as "I mar- good coat of soft hair is necesary,
vellous" even if they have proved the constitution of and firmnosa of flesh
veriest brutes in the breeding and are genarally thon also present; the
ehow pan. Our advice ie never o buy hair should ha straight, as curly hair
a pig in a poko, unless from a breedor frequently accompanies coarsences of
who bas for yeare had a reputation flesh, as it docs too great a proportion
which is worth the koeping. Another of fat.
point is that it is not always the best Ono of the most important points
pig which costs the most money, but in the breeding pig is its ability to bs-
nothing is gained by attempting to get and rear large Iittes of healtby
boat down the price asked for a good pige. There is no qualhty more here-
animal; by so doing you got a pig of ditary than this, as it is a sure
lass value, as a breeder havIng good indication that there is stamina, and
animals and a good reputation seldoi that utility bas been studied by the
reduces his prico te sý cure customere. br-eder. It is by no means unusual

In purchasing breeding pige it is te find sows which farrow large litters,
necessary to coneider the market in but the pige are unevon and the sows
which the produco will have to b Eold. bad milkers and sucklore. These are
If the object is to breed pige to soll off two of the worst failings in a brood
the sow, one cannot well bave the Eow. In purchasing a yonng row se-
parente too big and growtby, provid- lect one with a fair quantity of teats,
ing that they are not awkward ,n thoir evenly placed and neither coa'se ur
movements or so long la the back as ill shaped. A sowv with a coarse udder
to render them likely to bocome weak may look like a beavy milker, but this
and to lie on the little pige. The does not follow; it ls more frequently
longest pig ia iable te be coarse in & indication of coarsenesa. Some of
boue, bout in the leg, and weak and the best brood sows are those whose
round in the ankles ; avoid such ; it is udders make the least show; when the
bound te be a helpless brute and te sow is cot suckig the udder appeara
soon require the butcher's knife te cure to waste away, and except frein the
ite complainte. A Eow of this descrip elightly increased size and length of
tion is frequently a bad mother ; she teat some persons would imagino that
will produce smail litters, rearing only she had not reared sny pig. It muest
a part of themn, and these will ba ai- not b forgctten that, with pige espe-
most certain te inherit the weaknesses cially, the bad qualities of the parents
of their parents. As with horses seo are as horaditary as the good ones, and
with pige, thora are good pige of all are more likoly te be obsorved in pige
colours. There is, however, in some whi -h have not for a time been bred
districts a considerable prejudice in for certain good qualities. .n fact, in
favour of the pig of the colour to the bre 'ing of pige, too muct has
which the residente are most accus- been . . to chance or to the produc-
tomed. It is found at times that new tion in pedig'ee herde of those fancy
introductions are not altogether a suc- points which are worse than vseless.
ceas, but this may, and does, mot fre- This may be considered rather atrong
quently arise from the fact that the language, but it is usod advisediy and
specircns brought in are not the best with a firm conviction that it ia war.
oftheir braed. They may have beau ranted.
bought of some who have purohased Various opinions are held as te the
Pt8s and with theùà won pries, but best time at which te bogin to mate
this fact doca not ensuro either the breeding pigs. We believe in early
quality of the pige or their suitability maturity, and this shows-iteelf in the
te the new district. So many pige are ability of certain strainstoý reproduce
now-a-days bred only te win prizes their epecies early in life ; a well-kept
that the show and' not the utility boar or yelt should be fit to be iated
pointa are tho frst consideration witt when eight months, se that!the, tfrst
many persons. That it is easy to com- litter arrives when the dam is about a
bine these two qualities las been year old. It is a good plan,-if the litter
proved. No atrenger proof of this is large aud, the sow a heavy milker,
need be farnished ttan that successfdl te allow th pige to remain on her
show herds have been drawn upon antil they.are ton weeks .old, foeding
year after year 'by'purchasers from the sow well the whole timd, or, if it


