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But 1t we look up towards the heavens, what o
new scene of granvleur and beauty opens to our
view! When we behold those numberless flaming
oihs, or shinng worlds, suspended in the void, and
roling so magestically over our heads, are we not
fost in wonder and amazement ! And ought not
ouar hearts to overflow with gratitude and love to
hun, wlo has been pleased to create such an uni-
verse, to rear uch a mighty fabric, and to pre-
pare so magnificent a mansion for the reception
and transient abude of his beloved creature Man!
Andl f'even here, where our life isbut a day 3 ifin
ttus our place of banishment, this vale of tears, this
1 gnon, withal of miscry, sin and death, he has done
-u mueh to sweeten our exile, and render our state
not quite so wretched 5 what will he notdo to com-
pleat our happiness in that region of endless fulici-
1y, which he has prepared for us in the life to come!
O .cither eye has seen, says St. Paul, aor ear has
heuard, nor has it entered inlo the heart of man to
cunceive what things God has prepared in the next
tife for thuse who love and serve kim, 1 Cor. ii.
19,

Such then, in gencral, and sp great, are the gifis
of nature, which Almighty God has bestoweid on
man. Butif we pass on to consider the gifis of|
Grace, or those more special favours, which man
has received from his Maker, particularly such as
1re more directly condusive towards his eternal
<atvation; we shall find that they as far exceced
‘hose of nature, and are as much more excellent
"han they 3 as eternity exceeds times and as the
suul is ruore exccllent than the body. The gifts o
1ature regard chiefly, or at least more immediately
oar temporal existence : these of grace, our eternal.
i 1 has therefore in this respect exerted his pow-
er in a more striking manner ; and he has omitted
10thing to manifest his unbonded love to man.

When our first parents had allowed themselves to
te seduced by the scrpent; and at hissug-
gestion had disobeyed God by eating of the forbid-
den fruit ; the offended Deity might bave justly
condemned them, if not all their posterity, to end-
less misery for this breach of his commandment ;
or at anyrate deprived them of that endless bliss,
which was otherwise to have beon their perpetual
aheritance. The rebel angels for the first sin they
committed, and that but in thought, were imme-
diately cast forth from his presence, and delivered
overto eternal torments; and they, who till then,
liad been the happy objects of hisloveand compla-
vency, became in an instant the wretched victims
+ § his wrath and unrelenting vengeance. But with
man, who had made himself their accomplice in
guilt, how differently has this same God vouchsafed
tadeal! He who spares not the glorious princes of|
his own household, but for their very first offence,
condemns them at onee to endless misery, sets, as
twwere his own infinite wisdom at work, to find
out a way o save this Child of the eerth from being,
43 a partner of their guilt, involved in their destruc-
ion. O man, thou too wert lost, and yet thy God
has sought and saved thee. Thou deservedst oter.
nal punishment, and yet thy God has pardoned thee,

After our first parents had perpetrated the guilty

deed, they heard the voice of the Deity walking in
Paradise, and they hid themselves from his face
among the lrees of the garden. +ind the Lord
God called Aduam, end said to him : Adam, where
art thou? Gen. iy 9. Was this the voice of an
offended Deity? er not rather that of the good
Shepherd, who already began 1o scek the sheep
that was lost? He who might have appeared in
the full blaze of Lis divinity, clad in all the terrors
of his incensed majesty, and thundering in their
cars the dreadful and irrevocable sentence of their
condemnation 3 is pleased to go out after them,
and to invite them back by that ineek and gentle
call: Adam, where art thow? Whither dost thou
fly, O man; or where dost thou hope to find any
happiness without thy God? Returnto me agam,
and I will still receive thee inte favor; and 1 will
shew thee yet how much Llove thee above alt my
other creatures. Whither wouldst thou stray, my
poor furlorn ercature.  Adam, where art thow?
He deigns even to expostulate with them for
what they had done. He hears their several excu-
ses; and turning to the serpent, who had been the
author of al) this mischief, because, says he, thou
hast done this, thou aert cursed among all the
beasts of the earth.  On thybelly shalt thou go, und
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. Twill
put enmity between thy seed and her seed. She
shall erush thy kead, and tlou shalt lay snares for

her feet,  Gen. iii, 12,

Here he secms to have forgotten the sin of our
parents, and turns the whole weight of his in-
dignation against the serpent. He lays his curse
upon him, and foretels that tke women, the weakest
half of man, whom he had seduced, should (particu-
larly in the person of the ¥irgin Mother of our Lord,
and in the persons of all holy wumen, who shonld
imitate her purity of life) crush his hezd; that is,
sot all his craft and cunning at defiar ;e ; and that
the seed g the woman, namely Jesus Christ, the
Son of the woman, (not of the man); the second
Adam, and first of men in dignity ; whose blessed
Mother, the second Eve, is the first of women in
the order of grace ; should be at enmity with him :
and that their offspring, thatis, the good and virtu-
oug, should wage a perpetual war against him and
his offspriog, the wicked. That, in fine, this se-
cond Adam ~d his spiritual children, should final-
Iy Xrovail agvinst the old serpent, by whose craft
ann guile the first Adam and bis natural children
wewe undone.  For all this prophetic promise was
contained in his mysterious address tothe serpent in
paradise,

Thus, instead of punishing man for his disobedi-
ence, he promises him the greatest favour that Om-
nipotence itself can bestow ; an Emmanuel, thatis
a God with us.

Having thus awakened the hope of our first pa-
rents, by such an assurance, and dispelled their
fears, he then pronounces their dvom ; but in such
u ild and gentle terms, that he seems to lay upon
! m scarce any thing more than a few temporal suf-
ferings. Nuy, he even deigns already to become
their servant.  And sceing that now their eyes were
opened, and that they perceived themselves to be
naked, he makes for them garments of skins to
cover their shame, and defend them against the
inclemency of the weather, to which they were
now about to be exposed. O the wondeiful predi-
lection that God has shewnto man! O the excess
of his' mercy and goodness towards so mean a crea-
ture !

there the stupendous effects of God’s love to man.
Follow out the thread of the sacred story down
fromn the beginning of tho world till the coming of
our Saviour. What a fondness and paternal re-
gard dves he not shew for his failb}ul servants
and chosen people ! with what assiduous and
unwearied, care does he not watch over them, and
;vl;a.t;\\'om‘ers docs be not often work in their be-
halt

When the wickedness of man nad grownto such a
pitch, that it provoked God to destroy him ; having
found but one just person among all l{e children ot
Adam, him he resolves to save, and by his means
to prevent the human race from being utterly ex-
tinguished. He deigns to become his instructor,
and teaches him how to build an ark, in which he
and his family, with some of all living creatures,
that people the earth and the air, might avoid per-
ishingin the deluge which he was going to pew
out upon the guilty world.

Being again provoked by the unnatural crimes
of the inhabitants of Sodum and Gommorra, when
about to roin down fire and brimstone on those
wicked citics, he sends his angels previously to
lead forth the just Lot and his family from those
places devoted to destruction : nor had the heavenly
messengers power to execqte their commission,
till suchtime as the servant of God wasin snfct{.

How carefully did he not watch over his faith-
fvl servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, In all their

eregrinations he was ever near themto guard then
rom dangers, and to render prosperous their under
takin%?. He went down to t with his servant
Joscph, He delivered him out of bondage, and
placed him at the head of a_great nation ; thereby
enabahxg him to receive and maintain his aged fi-
ther and his brethren with their families during the

famine that prevailed for seven years over all the

earth,

Axnd when the Egyptians, after the death of Jo-
seph, began to oppress the fxnelites, his chosen in-
heritance ; he eends a Moses, armed as it were,
with his own omnipotence, to desire King Pharach,

to let his people n%) On the king’s refusal, he but
raises his rod ; and all the waters of pt are {urn-
whole land

ed into blood. At s signal §iven,
teems with frogs. The very dust of the earth seems
changed iuto gats and flies. The cattle are des-
troyed with a murrain : the people afflicted with
boils and blains ; and all the country is laid waste
with fire and hail. What the tempest spares, is
devoured up by the locusts. Pharuch still remain-
imﬁre obstinate, his whole kingdem, save that part
where the Israelites dwelt,is caveloped in palpable
darkness. At last, the Lord himself puts forth his
hand i;l:let%nc:e ?f,i‘ his bt;l;:_gse} 1;::0 le, and slays in
one night all the first of the Lgyptians ; from
the first born of Pharaoh, who sat upon the throne,
to the first born of the captive tomen, who was in
prison ; and all the first of catile ; (Exod, xi:.
29.) and thus compels that hardened Ix;rince to let
his people depart. - Thus did he lead them forth in
triumph from the land of slavery and the house of
bundage, loaded with the spoils of their Egyptian
opprussors, He then sends his ang:: before them,
as a pillarof cloud by day, and of f:{ night, fu
lead them on in their journey towards the land of
promise.

At the approach of this army of the Lord of
Hosts, the sea oleaves assunder to afford a retreat
from the face of their enemics ; and these ventur-
ing their pursuit through the miraculous pass, are
suddenly overwhelmed with the waters, that closc
upon them at the waving of Moses’ rod. In the
parched and barren desart the rock melts into Ii-
quid streams of water to quench their thirst, and
miraculous bread is rained down to them from
heaven, Their clothes remain entire, and the very
shoes on their feetare not worn during all the forty
years that they continur wandering up and down

Loolt into the sacred scriptures, and contemplate [{in the wilderness.  Deut. viii, 4. The Lord him-
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