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ýan unexpected extent. Not long ago
an articlé appeared ini a London
-wveekly paper, which has-a large cir-
-culation among the masses, giving
-an account of the Prince's political
and social opinions. It was generally
*believed then thiat the. article was in-
spired byhim, and the current aile-
geations to that effect were neyer
-contradicted. If the paper spoke

correctly of 'him, his aimn is to be-
corne a popular king of a, democratic
nation-one who will inake it bis
study to improve the condition of the
common people with whom. lie is flot,
afraid to mingle, as lie did the other
day with, the poor in Dublin. There
is irn this direction a fine field of use-'
fulness before him if only hie persists
in cultivating it.-Canada Citizen.

CURRENT TOPICS AND EVENTS.

UNWvERsiTY FEDERATION.

This sui 'ect. during the past mnth
'bas very jirominently corne to the
-front. Two able pamiphlets arguing
the subjectpo and con.,by Dr. Dewart
.and Dr. Sutherland respectively; an
enonymous pamphlet, not so able; Dr.
Burwvash's excellent articles in the
1#uardian; and the admnirable Convo-
cation address of President. Nelles, in-
dlicate the depth of the interestthe sub-
ject excites. -The balance of acvantage
s2ems to US decidedly to preponderate
in favour of conféderation. W e thinit
that the friends of denoininational
-universitieswill. admit that if sucb a
broad, catholic,unsectarian, Provincial
University had been in existence i
1841, it is not at ail likèly that Vic-
toria University would ever have
been established. Andno1W tliat'.iliat
publie opinioi generally. deeins to be

-au equitable- an a honourable plan for
-the fèderation of the denorainational
universities «%vith the Provincial in-
stitution bas been -propounded, it
should be rejected for only very
grave considerations. It requires not
much argument, we think, to show
that a inucli stroriger, better equipped
and effective unù7ersity eau. be
created by sucb federation, than by
the maintenance of ýseparate and rival
institutions. Every branch of hurnan
knoivledge bas in recent vears won-
* erfully expftnded ; new depart-
nients of science have been practically
*created ;

The thouglits ofnien have widened
Witb the process of the suns;

and any institution. at ail worthy of
the narne of. a university for the
twentieth century, on -%vhose threshold
we 110w stand, witb a curriculum
ernbracing every branch of humnan
knowledge, mnust be a- very different
institution from anytbing the coun-
try no-% possesses. Shail w'e be doing
justice to the Methodist youth of this
country, of the present and future
generations, by standing aloof from
this niovement for the founding of a
national universityunder pronoundcd
Christian auspices which shail be
wvorthy of the forexnost province of
this Dominion, and the peer of any
3xniversity on this continent.? The
question arises, Can we maintain our
hold. upon young men of the- best
Methodisi farailies if -ve stand aloof
from this patriotie movement? Many
them. attend the Provincial Univer-
sity as it is, and inany more *ill in
the future. Are we willineg as a
Church to let these young mnen, who
will be leaders of opinion in the
future, drift beyond our influence ini
the niost important period of their
history. Dr. Williams, at an educéi-
tional. meeting at Hlalifax the other
day, used these significant words :

"cWe were flot having the influence
upon the public niind as a Churcli
tbat we should. The adberenfr, of
Methodism are not filling the places
they shou]d in our courts, our legis-
latures, Our public 'positions of
varions kdids. The tixue was coming
when Meihodists should make their
influence felt in Ixigli places wbvich
they were flot reaching and in
political. circles. lu the Senate of
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