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« UNEQUALLY' YOKED.”
BY P. LE SUEUR.

It is.a-sad thing to seeany graud or valuable work or thing
whatsover misused, defaced and destroyed. The world of letters:
has never ceased to regret the loss-of the library-of Alexandria
by the hands of a wretched incendiary, who himself had no con-
ception of the priceless worth of- the: books he: ‘was giving to the:
flames. And the lovers of art must ever depIore the vandal.
excesses which robbed posterity of ‘some of the noblest specimens
of avchitecture, sculpture and pa,mtm -the produets of the genius
of preceding ages. :

But what are such 1OSbeS compared to the wreck of a man}
to the misapplication of great talents, and to the prostitution of.
an immortal intellisence to the mean and degrading pursuits of
a-vile sensualism. And how much greater yet mugt be the wiong
and the ruin when it is that of & man who, having for yesrs-held
e high and honturable character as ‘a consistent diseipie and:
follower of Christ, forsakes the way of life; turns to folly, persists-
in a-course of evil, sinks-into the lowest-depths:of: vice, becotites
a profligate, 4 scoundrel and a sot aud dies in hlS xapsed and
fallen condition ! ' !

I.am aware that some -Christians hold that such results are im-
possible, and therefore when they see-the righteois man turning
from his righteousness and plunging into-sin with reckless disre- -
gaid of all laws, human-and di‘vine, they are driven to- the alter-
uative of denying that he ever ‘was ‘t,he subgect of renewmor and’
sanctifying grace. - - - - "

But I submit that after all this is inere assumpinon, and that
the gtound for believing a man to be & Chusmaﬁ when he-exhibits
for years.a walk and conversation ‘every Way Wworthyof: his pro=
fession, is much more- tenable and trustworthy than that which,
in cousequence of his ‘apostacy, rejects the evidences of his:
previous holy life.” “Would God that there were 16 ‘examples of

uzhisp ‘ostacy, but alas, they are neither few nor infrequent, and -
fe\v Churches exist Which canuot poiiit to some sad” instances of’
deep and apparently hopeless backsliding. The case which I




