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BY P. LE c4tJEU..

IT is. a -sad thing to see,,any gr.ii,1 or valuâble work or thi
what>sover inisused, defaced and .destroyed. The. worl of letters
has neyer ceased to, régret, the loss. of the llbrary .of -Alexandria
by -the bands of a wetched. incendliary, who himself had. no con-
ception of the pricelesg* wortli of. the. books heý was, giving to the
fiames. .And the loyers of art must ever deplo"re the vandai.,
excesses wvhich .robbedposter.ity of -some of -the noblest speci men. s
of -architecture, sculpture and p)ainting,. the produets -of the gemius
of preceding ages.

B3ut wbat axe -sucli losses cornpared-,to the wreck of a man !-
to the misapplication of great talents> and to the prostitution: of,
an imixiortal intelligence. to -the inean -and -degrading,- piirsuits- of
a 'vil-esensualiQm. Adbw.uhgetrytm~ eteùn
and the ruin wvhen it is that of anmain wýho, hafing foi: years.Md0
a hIgli and honôurableý character -asý à consistent di8eipie aud,

vfollo wer -of Christ, forsakes the way ýof life, turns to -folly, -per sista-
in a ,course of evil, sikit telowestdepthis -of: vice, becottres

aprofligate, a scoundtel, at.d a sot, and, dies in hi lapsed and-
falleu condition.!

I .am -aware, that sorne .Ohristiaus liold, that sucli results are imý-
possible> and therefore. when they see- the lighiteoua nian tturningr,
from 'his righteousness and p-nigitau with -reckless disre-.;
gard of ail law.s, hunia -aud divyinGe, tb-py -are driven tc, -tAe alterý-,
native of denyilig iùht lie ever ýWas~tlie; sîubject. of tenewingý and
sanctifying grace.

But I -subinit that after: ùil this, is :mere assumàption, and'tha
the ground. for believingr a iau to, b .e a .Christiaù-whien he.,exhibits,
for-ye'ars.a walk and converàationi ÈiCey w*ay wýorËhy ,of.î bis pro-
fessieon, is mucli :more- tenable'aild'trastwotthy thiaiý that NvhicIh,
in cousequenèe -fbis aotyrejects ýthe 'évidences' of hiIs-
previous holy Jife. «.Wdùfld'God that ýtheîe, were nô 'eYýâmples -of

sUVàIýp -*ostaecy, but-:al a s, theyare vuithel' fe'w Ëo-r -iïf'requént, -axid
fewv i1hurches exitt 'whieh: eanuoct point fao à üime sâd'i-xstances of

deep and apparently hopeleas backslidin.. The case which I


