
REMINISCENCES OFf À SEURETARY.

tiher the good Templar, laya too
muai stress upon bis one idea, aud
overlooka the true ana universai airn
of the Craft. H1e, too, moon drops
ont, unlees ho is convinced of botter
tibings, ana becomes imbued in coure
of time with the true spirit and noble
genina of Masonry.

But a great deal worse than al
these is the religiaus enthusiast who
insista that eiiery man, especially
every( ineiber of bis lodge should a-
cept his theory and hie theoiogy.
This often breaks out in unexpected
spots; it le sometimes found on elec-
tion niglits, sometimes it stares at
you frein the ballot-box, and often
coates an uncoinfortable feeling
among the brethren when once
arouaed.

Some years ago, not a tiousand
miled frein Brooklyn, a brother, an
eminent divine, ooncsived the idea of
founding a new lodge, the membere
of which, ahould ail belong to bis
ohurch, or at least certainly to bis
denomination; it was te be known and
recognized as t/we ledge par exce11enc?.
Ail the CJhristian virtues in d'e uni-
verse ahould centre in and arouad
the membsra of this model lodge, and
none but the trnly good and virtuous,
and especial]y none but those confea.
sedly and actively affiliated with soine
ohurci of "our" faith should be ad-
mitted. This lodge was successfaUy
Iaunched upon a poor and unsuspoat-
ing and sinful Masonie cornmunity,
the Master was the clasa leader of
tre church, the Senior Warden was
tihe pastor, the superintendent of the
Sunday achool r"took" the South,
whie the sexton figured as Secretary,
and three good and pious undertakers
were chosen as the three Trustees.

For a while thinga went aiong1
smoothly, and the new lodge flour-
ished like a hot-house plant, foatered
by a powerful Christian denoinina.
tion and backed by a atrong and
wealthy chnrch. But acon, ve7-y soom,
ail the good mQiterial was exhausted,
and they were looking around and

into other churches to fiud'members.
These were not quite 80 good as
those coming from their owu fold,
stili they were good men, and were
accepted. Thon here ana there au
outsidor was proposed, but he was
obliged firat to join a church &ahd
serve six months on probation, and
it was thoroughly Understood, that no
one could enter this heavenly lodge
oxcept tbrough the deor of a churcli.
However, these goo« people ovgr-
looked, one important matter. In
frarniug their by-laws they made no
provision as to what should be done
with backsliders, and bere was a rock
upon which these unco good people
shattered ail their hopes; for the
human race je very largely composed.
of bacirsilders; and thon a very
wealthy member of the congregation
died, ana ench of 'the three Trustees
was eager to taire charge of the funer.
ai arrangements, ana this oreated a
jealousy and 11-feeling in the board,.
which soon spread among the mem-
bers; for it is a well* established faot
thgt when you touai people's pockets,
Christian or heathen, Jew or Gentile,
yoa touai a very gentie spot, muoh
more susceptible thaïe the mythical
conscience. Gradually it waý- found
that some miembers of the lodge did
not attend chnrch service, evincad no
intereat in the Sunday sahool, ana il
,was suggested that charges be pro-
ferred againat them. In the mean-
turne a man becarne Master of the
lodge who iad ,backs3iidea,, several
tirnes, and this broke thern ail np,
at Ieast as far as their uýefu1ness as
an adjunct of the church was con-
aerned, and now, if 1 arn rightfnlly
informe, they are reorganized upon
a more worldly plan.

Many instances aouid be . cited
where clergymen are made chaplains
of lodges, and with ail due respect to
the cloth, I would Say that I bave
often heard them pray at instead of
for the brethren, and often also bring
their peculiar doctrines or favorite
dogmas up to the ludge where they
are So out of place.


