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ledging that his personal feelings
pronipted him not to, appear as a wit-
ness, stated that it waF impossible for
hir» to disobey the summons, as, if)lie
did so, hie would be court-martialeéd,
and eventually lose his situation and be
deprived of the mieans of providing for
bmnself and family.

.Upon the hearing of the case, and
the finding of the court of enquiry,
1-ake ivas adjudged guilty, of fraud and
ernbczzlenment, and dismissed froni the
service. He subsequently I)rought bis
case before the lodge, under the plea
that Bro. Sinnott, as a mason, and
especially as master of the lodge, wvas
1)ound by bis masonic tics to conceal
the acts of a brother mason, no miatter
how flagrant their character; that, in-
stead of acting a brotherly part, he had
l)etrayed his (Hake's) secrets, end in
this nianner had- donc him a grievous
Mwronga. The members of the lodge
generally sided with Hake. Consider-
able- ili feeling was engcndered, event-
valIIy alniinating iii the suspension of
Sinnott, his deposition froîn the office
of worshipful master, and the present-
ation of a mcemorial to the provincial
grand lodge askingo for his expulsion
froni freemiasonry.
*This higrh-handed and unmasonic

treatment of a brother while occupying
the chair of the lodge was reported to
R.W. Brother John Selby, grand sec-
retary, by letter signed by the past
masters of the iodge under date Aueust
ist, 1793~, in the following words:

"Il e are requested by the body of
Hiranm Lodge, No. 17. to acquaint the
right worshipful the grand lodge of the
suspension of our Bro. John Sintiott
froni the duties of bis office as master,
and that hie is excluded fromi the bene-
fits of communication with any of the
rnembers of this, or those of our sister
lodges ivi this province, for the miost
vile and unprecedeanted violation of
every masonic duty, wvhich has not
only beeti already fat;,d in bts conse-
quences to an aged, inifirm and de-
serving brother, but also tends ini every
possible degree to become more so, to
the craft in general."

Uiponl this report considerable cor-
respondence ensu<ed hetween the pro-
vincial grand lodge, Hirarn Lodge, and
Bro. Sinnott. The letters of the latter
wcre explicit and. w-~11 written ; he7
stated his case fairly and in good tem-
per, and throughout the discussion,
which was protracted and lengthy, lie
cxhibited a beco.aiing and proper ina-
sonic spirit.

Having heard the staternents ofeachi
party in the controversy, and having
made a careful investigation of the whole
question, the provincial gr-and lodge de-
cided, first, that the lodge went beyond
its powers in arraignimg and suspend
ing its masters ; secondly, that even if
it possessed such authority, there was,
no just cause why Bro. Sinnott should
be subjeet to masonic judgmnent and
discipline for appearing and giving evi-
dence in a court of lawv, under a sum.n
nions which hie 'vas bound to obey,
against a brother wvho had unfoî tu-
nately betrayed a pub)lic trust ; and
thirdly, had Bro. Sinnott refused to do>
so, hie would have laid hirnself liable toý
be court-martialled and disrissed froni
the imperial service, and wvould like-
wise have % iolatcd his masonic engage-
ments, wvhich rcquired hini to be sub-
jcct to the higher powvers and to cheer-
fully consorm to every lawfui authority.
Grand LQdge having so decided, direct-
ed the lodgc to restore himi to mnember-
ship and ail other masonic privileges.

TIhe lodge disobeyed the mandate of-
grand lodge and declined to reinstate
him, giving as a reason Ilthat they had
just cause to deal with Sinnott as they
did, because they were unwilling to sit
with him in lodge or to consider him-
worthy of the privileges and benefits, of
niasonrv.1y

For this pervcrseness, the provincial.
grand lodge, at a, communication held
March 4 th, 1795, adopted the folowing
order :

Resolved, That uffles-3 Hirani Lodger,
N.o. 17, do ma.ke such ample apology
to this right worship(ul body. -ts niay
be to the entire satisfiaction thereof,
their warrant to continue no, longer iit
force, and the saine to be rep orted to.


