
The First Flowers of Spring

O NE o~ t~e rst plants that bloomni
0 115prof is the Christmas Rýose,

Hei)Jot&s Niger, pro'bably named
Christmas Rose fromn the fact' that it
llooins ini the south of, England about
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drops are well known to ail loyers of
fiowers.' They are aumong t~he first
plants to bloom, starting early in April.

Among the first to bloomi in theopen
is the English P)aisy, Bellis perennis.
Lt is as coiiIToll as the dandelion in the
grass in the park. The next plant to
bloom with us is; the sweet purpie Eng-
lish violet.

The foregoing are ail the plants that
blooni here during April, but May pro-
duces new-born fiowers every day. I
go arouind my beds and horders every
evening to see and admire the new-born
faces that seeni to, smile at me. It is
needless to say that 1 srnule in return
I arn so glad to see them, and to
know that they have pulled through
the winter so well. But it is a very
difficult task to remember their proper
nam1es.

Cowslip, Primula o/ficinalis, is a
plant seldoni seen in gardens; yet, its
beauty and associations naturally make
it valuable. Lt seenis to stand our cold
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the A1ps, the-sweetest an& xnost-sought-
af ter fiower.

D)uring May and the fore part of j une,
White Rock Cress, A rabîs aibida, and its
double forni play a very prominent part.
They are the brightest geins in the gar-
deni. If a border or edging is nmade of
them, it will be found that the season of
bloomi is very mucli lengthened by
planting the single and double tura
about in a row, as the -one is done when
the other begîns to, bloorn. After both
are done blooming, they mnay be trimmed
back short, and sweet alyssum xîxay be
planted between the plants of Arabis
to keep up the display of white for the
rest of the season. Arabis makes a
grand rock plant; the accompanying
photograpli wilI show how weIl it is
suited for this purpose.

Purpie Rock Cress, Aubrelia Hender-
soni, is in bloomi at the sanie time as the
white, and makes a grand show of purpie.
With the, exception of the color, the
plants are very simular. Týhis is also a
grand rock plant.

Adonis davouribca flore pleno is a rare
and beautiful low-growing plant, very
hiardy, producing double flowers three
inches across, green and yellow ini color.
The plant lias flnely cut leaves. It
grows 15 inches high and is a gemr for the
'rôckwork.

Barrenwort, Ep.imnedi*un alpieium, is
a dainty plant, growing 18 înches high.
The foliage is nleat and almost.evergreen.
Lt produces airy clusters of purplish
and yellow fiowers of quaint shape.
A good place for it is among the rocks
or in a clump by itself, where it could be
seen to better advantage and its charxns
protected.


