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carly as the mniddle of Septeiîber, and lot
leaviig us till the first or scuond week in June.
.\lthougl the winters are so long, and at
mîtervals very' severe (I hate experienced 78
iielow zero and have beenl tripping wlien the
thermomter stood at 60 belon), tlhey are
decidedly preferable to the short summers, on
.LCOL.lt of the great leat (90 in the shade)
and the swariis of flies and mosquitoes. Then
again, travelling in the summer, w hii must
be undertaken if the Indianls are to be reaLled
.and tauglht, is mîucli more difficult than in
ninter, there being no roads, and e er> part
oi the long journey basing to be gone ouer in
a boat or cane. Going down streamî at the
rate of six or sevel miles an hour (the current
ou iany of the riers is %ery strong, espciall>
in some parts) is plcasait enough, and being
aw ay from land, we are almost entirely free
froi iosquitoes ; but the rcturn, the keeping
close to the shore, the pulliig or hauling
against the stream, the mnyriads of iosquitoes
at our canping-places, and, in coisequence,
our sleepless niglts,-the memtor) of sulh
occasions are present witi mie >et. Still the
encouragement one often receives on these
long trips, boti suniier and winter, coiîpen-
sates for all one has to endure. rhe jouruieN,
its difficulties, and the fatigue, are ail soon
torgotten, and one is quite read% w hen the
timie comres to set out again. The work is
slow, and often very discouraging ; the timie
given to the Indians met with on these long
trips is after aIl very short, and verv littit
instruction cati be given. I have long looked
uponl the missionary in North-West Amierica
as one wlio is oier-reacling liiself, trying to
do too iucli, and the result is lie accomplishes
very littie. Sonicone may sec and suggest a
way out of the difliculty. We nissioiaries,
who labor among these scattered tribes of
Indians, envy those wlo can remain with their
flock, ministering unceasingly to tlcir spiritual
necessities ; but the '.cork is God's, the duty
ours, and if but one soul througlh our feeble
instrumîeitaiity be saved, what a reward !

The Indians everywhere-and I have labored
among tliei now for fifteen years, and at four
different stations many Iundred miles apart-
are very much the sanie, and when met by the
mîissionary for the first time are very ignorant
and superstitious. They are filled with fear
by their medicine-men, and it is soie time
before their confidence cani be gained ; but
when this has been done, and they once under-
stand that you have their interest at leart,
they are, as a rule, most loyal, and in their
way, which sometimes is a curious way-affec-
tionate. They are ail very poor, and depend
entirely upon liunting, fishing and trappiig.
Should these fail they are very pitiable, as they
say, which in their language is very expressive,

and lleans ini e r great str.aits, and unless
hîelp bc gin cil them, the% miu.,t starse. As :t
is the> livc Ner lmîulch irom land to mîouthi,
fasting mliul oftenîer thtan featsting. l ob.ser-
Nations iav e led Ie to this conlîusion, Viz..
th.t ti are sadil negleLted. \Who is alto-
getier respoisible for titis I amii lot quite pre-
pared to sa>. The% nîeed as>istance, and surel>
the least returi the Go% erinimnt coutld imake
themîî for the w ealthî w hiib is non being takei
out of their ý-outiitl%, would bc as our good
bislop reiiarked to mie before leaving homle -
to enable thîemn to share the blessings of -.is iliza-
tion b> educating thcir faiîlies. li addition
toi this the> need soiîething that shall raise
tlemîî, raise theni fromt deatl uf sin to a lite of
rigliteou.sness, and this the Gospel -aîn do and
lias done for many of themn. WVe rejoice tliat
the Gospel knows no limnit, but is the pow er otf
God unto salvation, even to a poor Red Indi.an,
if lie onl> believe. The coutntr> of the Yukoi
.d;strict, w hici has, until the last few years,
been closed - that is to saN, the onîly resideits
in it being a fî.nw traders aid a handful of iîîs.
siolarie.s- is opening up in a wonderful way.
Especiall> is tiis so on the upper part cf tie
Yukonî river, where the rush to the Klooîd)ke
gold ficlds is causing great excitenent, and not
a little anxiety on the suppl or proision
question. The rush in tiese particular ineN
had nîot commenced w henl we left tlie couinta%
(July, 1896), but the spot and the adjacenit
neigliborhood are faniliar, and were the scene
of our labors fjr two years.

Once on the River Yukon, at either end, one
feels that the grcatest difliculties a, e left
belinîd. 'Tie quickest and more daligerous
way to Klonîdyke, on account of several bad
canyois to be got over, is the descent fron its
head-waters ; the slower and surer na% is via
St. Michael's and up stream sonie i500 ides.
Klond> ke lies on the left-hand side going up
streani, and but for being near Forty lile
Creek, the headquarters of the Bishop-the
distance is about thirty miles, and our stations
have to be liundreds of miles apart-it would
long ago have been chosen for a Missicr.
station. A large number of Indians gather
liere during the suiimer season, and these
have received occasional visits fron C.M.S.
missionaries. I found when visiting theni that
mian of then could both read and write. Tlie
place is famous for its fishing. Great hauls of
beautiful large salmon are taken in traps and
nets eaci sumner, whicli accounîts for so many
Indianîs being found liere. The fact that the
salmon were so plentiful at this point, decided
a initer to establishi hinself there for the
purpose of putting up salmon in barrels. to sell
to the miners whîo were then working Forty
Mile Creek. He was very successful, and made
muchi more thati lie would have done at min-


