
ThAe British 4merican Ct4ivator.

Being requested last spring by several, gentle-
men in Norfolk, Essex, Suffolk, and Scotiland,
to favour them with such instiuctions on the cul-
litation ofc the plant us I should recommend,Ihad

auch pleasure in answering their communica-
tions; and ] have still more in stating the re-7
.8alt of their experiment8. I have now before
anc samples of their flax, that is so like, in color
nnd quality, to the best Feitnish, Datch, and
Courtrai, that it would puzzle the most experien-,
ced apmnner to tell but that it is foreign ßax; and
it is wellworth from £80 to £10 per ton. Ad-
ded to this, some of the growers-anong others
Mr. Warnes, of Trimingham-assured me they
had nearly 70 stone of flax, and fromn 29 to 32
bushels of seed to the acre.

Avare that theoretical observations can never
entirely obliterate prejudice, I will place before
those interested in the well-doing of the farmers
of this kingdom, facte and experinents which Il
hope will be sufficient to raise the curtain thati
has so long covered the stage of the great agri-
cultural theatre of Europe, and concealed from
the eyes of the British farmers the profits of gax-
growing derived by their Continental agricultu-
rai neighbors, from whom England derives scarce-
ly any benefit; althougl it appears froin fie
''Irish Farmers' Journal," these people have been
draining annually from us between 10 and 12
millions sterling forflax,oil-cake, and flax-seed;
and it appears, by the Paliamentary returns up to
the 5th Jan., 1844, that this sum, drawn by our
Continental friends, is very little short of the
whole value of our exportation of manufactured
cotton goods to all parts of the globe, (£16,249,-
268.) By the sanie returnas I observe that the
whole amount o our exports in linen and yarns
was £3,603,079, so that it follows we consume
the agricultural produce of Belgium, &c., to the
amount of fron 7 to 9 millions sterling annually,
and this sum may and ougit to be kept in this
country, if landholders and farmers will but study
their own interest. I would just say to the cal-
culating farmer, consider the population of Great
Britain 18,800,000 ; deduct the inhabitants of
chies, towns, and villages, who are merchants,
nanufacturers, and trades-people, then, on seeing

what number you may allow to be farmers, ask
vourselfhow much of this 12 millions your own
share may be, and do not forget the example you
have before yon in the north of Ireland, where
flax-spinners declare that some of then who have
paid £40,000 per annum to the Frencli, Dutch,
and Russians, for flax, now distribute those large
sumns annually amongst the farmers in their im-
mediate district.

I would also cati attention to the following :-
An Irish gentleman, Mr. Cassidy, of Glenbrook,
Magherefelt, in writing on the 26th uit., to the
Secretary of the Belfast Flax Society says, ci
have read with pleasure and much interest the
discussion on the flax question in the ' Fariners'
Journal,' and I Imust say the opponeùts òfflax dc
it nost gros injustice; for instance, in '1843 I
got 145- for flax grown on barely 6 Irish acre
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(pr say 8 Engliesl,) and I calculate, after making
a, liberal Valow nce 'or' èxpenses, I hàd £100, o'
1 ore thisn £1 per *acre lear profit by selling
tI e flax at 8s. to 8s 6d. Per stone in Cookstown ;
tl en he adds, " tþi year sa'ed se pd of th'e
fl lx on the Couitri sjs ea before this period he
did not o so, the pdd ýas a* usùip lost ini the
waterin ;) t oh applying ît I'$l nl i e seed excýl-
lent and'putrit;ve todformllck cows, p g , r
hbrses ; and to this ktnd 'qolood we attritite tht
remarlkable sleeknes8 9f ànirmals feeding çn i(e
anI we olserve thai the milk of thq cows i-
proved, both in qualityand4 qunntitv,imnieeiately
after we co..inenced givltig themn the boolà.'1

Now,aq this gentleman stties tliat he htd witli-
out the seed (for it ppehirs he followed 11 143
the old system,) a 'lear profit on the

Flax-grown on eight English àcres £100 0 '0
We must add to thL-ý what séed he

should have hâd according te the
Norfolk farimiers' calcplation, 29
bushels to the acre, or 232 bùshels,
at 6s, 3d. per bushel. - U- - 7 10 0

£1'72 10 0

Therefore, had lie saY'd the seed, even work-
ing tle flax on the 'old system, lie would lad a
clear profit of £21 1ls. 3d. per acre, wherues, had
he managed the whole erop oh the improved
method, he would have got more than 8Se. or 8s Gd.
per stone for the flax ; in ail probability, 10s. or
12s. It is a well-known fact,'that any uneduca-
led ploughman can sow, and reap of an acre of'
good lanji from 20 to 25 cw.' of wheat or barley,
and obtamn the higheit priee in th'e nirket. In
this case the land gi†es the quality and doea all,
afier the seed leaves the hand that Aows it; but
in flax-growing the land produces the bulk, and
ekill and hand-management gives quality; tfhere-
fore the cultivz.:in of such a crop is'certain to
give pleasure and profit to a skilful practical far-
mer.

Having read witli pleasure the letter followihg
mine, in page 247 of the Chronicle, and agreeing
as I do with the writer's views, and witli every
syllable he makes use of respecting the neglected
portion ofIreland, and comparing those parts with
the northern province, whxich is attended to by
considerate landlords, such men as the late and
much-lamented Marquis ofDownshire,and know-
ing as I do the good results from the landholders
in that quarter, takin- up the suject'efflax eul-
tivation, and interesting themselves in everything
calculated te benefit their tenantry, I must ber -
row a few words from yôur correspondent and ask,
hJow canit be tlt the newspapers are daily filled
with advertisements of railway companies, joint
stock comphnies, and mani other uneertain spe-
culations, patronised, as wouldappearfron the
prospectuses, by noblenen and other landed pro-
prietors, yet.not one company has yet started in

i this country to grow, or encourage the growth of
flax, an article that is consuméd in suc quanti-

s ties, and of such vast importance to the lauded


