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ly every spectator, were utterly inferior
to all the better specimens of those which
had been passed over. In such cases the
third judgze, being usually a north couwtry breed-
er, has been placed in the disagreeable position
of having to dissent from his collea gues at every
decision and had better not have been there at
all. At Perth last year the case was reversed :
as two of the judges were Scoteh and one Irish.
The latter, having been used to shecp of the
Enslish type, conld only look on and see hLis col-
leagues award the prizes quite contrary to his
juagment. I donotsee how the Direvtors could
have come to any other decisiun th m thut which
they adopted, viz., to deal with all Leicester
sheep as constituting oue brewd. At the same
time I am fully persuaded that tlelr peeiniums
will never be awarded in o way that will secure
the confidence of the membeis of the Society,
unless the decisions are made by men who at
ieast recoguize the genuineness of the Burder
sheep. and their cligibility to carry prizes when
of suflicient merit. Now, it i3 well kaown that
this is not the case with breeders from the mid-
land counties of Easland, who for the must part,
have no seruple in expressing the vpinion that
our Border sheep are not Leicesters at all
And our south couutey neighibours, while 1efus-
ag 10 call our sheep Leicesters, have provided
another name for them. In most of the re-
ports of the recent show at Leeds, notice was
taken of an experiment. then in progress on the
farm where the steam ploughs were tried, for
the purpose of testing the comparative merits of
a number of different breeds ef sheep, amongst
which was enumerated the Barmshire Lreed.
Agam, in the prize report on the farming of
Yorkshire, m the 22nd volume of the * Journal
of the Royal Agricultural Suciety of Bugland,™

bought up at home, or at local markets, by
dealers who convey them by rail to the great
mazkets annually held at York, Harwood, &e.
Forty years ago the sheep bred in the districts
just referred to were exclusively Leicesters, and
it was tu these that the nume Bampshire was
first wppiied.  About thut date, however, many
of vur tarmers began to try a cruss betwixt Che-
viet exes and Leicester rams, aud these two
breeds were found to blend so readily, not only
ia afitst cross, but also with a comtinued used
of the pure Leicester ram and the cross-bred
enes fur suceessive descents, and to produce so
useful an aninal, at once haidy, prolific, of good
sie, with great aptitude to fatten, and excetlent
quality buth of wool and mutton, that this mix.
ed breed vupidly supeiseded the pure Leicester,
eccept in the case of ram breeding flocks,
I may here notice that n the Border districts a
pure Leicester is invariably called a bred sheep
pur excellence.  Sheep of the first and secoud
cruss betwint Lacester and Cheviut ate iu like
mahner halfbred, or two-parts bred, as the
cuse may be; but when they are the produce of
a pure Lowester ram and ewe of the mixed
Inrced of three or fuur or more descents, I sus-
peet that, when taken south, the old name of
Bampshire is often applied indlscrimmnately to
them us well us the pure Leicestors.  The latter,
as L have said, are now found only in the hands

y of resular ram breeders; but that their flocks

are still comparatively numerous, may be infer-

y vad frum the fact that, at the ram fair now an-

uually held at Kelsv in the month of September,
{1010 1.690 to 2,000 shearing Leicester rams are
peesented for sale, and are most of them bred in
the surrounding districts.

And now again for the question: Ave these
rams 1eally pure Leicesters? They certainly

p- 122, the author speahs more than once of the | differ wuch in appearance from the type of sheep

Burnshire eed of sheep. Now, I daresay,
many persons, in reading these reports, must
have been puzzled as to the lucality of this
Barm or Barn shire, wil may have felt some
curiosity > know what kind of sheep was refer-
red to.  The expianation 1s just this: A fuir for
the sale of draft-ewes hes for a lung time been

uow found in the midland counties of England.
They are stronger iu the bone, largerin frame,
have white faces and legs, and are altogether of
a moe robust foim than their modern Euglish
kindred,  Are these diversitles, then, due to
crossing, or are they entirely owing to selection,
and the influcnces of climate? Now, without

held anuually, in the month of September, near | claiming absolute purity for every fluck, Ido
Wooler, in Northumberlaud, which, from the | believe that those of tht best breeders on the
day in the calendar on which it takes place, | Borders can establish as direct and pure 2 de-
is lnown as St. Ninjau's, ot, in northern dialect, | scent frum Bakewell’s fiock as any now to be
" 8t Ringan’s fair.  The site of this fair [ying ju | found elsewhere.  Let us inguire when, and by
the part of Northum'etaud which in the olden , whom, the Leicester breed was fist introduced
time was called Bamboroushshire, the graziees | to the Borders. Tt is well known that this was
and dealers frum Yurkshire, by whom these | largely due to the Messts. Culley, who in 1767,
ewes used Lo be boaght, got into the way of call- | migrated from the county Durham to Tweedsi{le,
ing their purchases ** Dawboroughshire sheep,” | and brought with them excellent breeds of live
which for handiness was shu-tened into Bamp- | studk, and in particular a flock of sheep of the
shire, and has aow as we have seen, wot varied | pure Leicester, or Dishley breed, as they were
into Barmshire and Barnshire. The fair just | then called. 3D George Culley was the per-
referred to has now greatly declined trom its | sonal fiiend of Dakewell, and the author ofa
former impurtance in consequence of the annual | treatise on Tive stock, in which his description of
dralts of cwes from the innumerable fiucks™of | the Dishley brecd of sheep quite corroborales
Northumberland, JMurse, and Teviotdale bring i the opinion which it is my present object t0



