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ly every spectator, were utterly inferior bought up at home, or at local markets, by
to ail the botter specinens of those which dealers wlo convey them by rail to the great
had been passed over. In such cases the markets annually held at York, Harwood, &c.
third judge, being usually a north couLtry breed- Furty years ago the sheep bred in the districts
or, has been placed in the disagreeable position just refleired to were exclusively Leicesters, and
of Iaving to dissent fron his colleagues at every it vas to these that the nane Barmpshire was
decision and Iad botter not have been there at firbt applied. About that date, however, rmany
all. At Perth last year the caise was rev.rsed of uir atrmers began to try a cross betwixt Che.
as two of the judges w'ere Scotch and one Irish. %iot evt.s and Leiceter rans, aid these two
The latter, having been used to sheepî, of the breeds w ere founid to blend so readily, not oinly
Eiglisi type, could only look on 'and sec his col- ia a inîst cross, but also vith a coin iuued used
leagues award the prizes quite contrary to his of thc pure LeicestLr ram alnd t cross-bred
juu¿ment. I do not sce how the Directirs could eu es for successive descents, and to produce so
have corne to any other decis:on th *n tliat which uieful an animal, at once hai dy, prolific, of good
they adopted, 'iz., to deal with all LeicLster ize, witi great aptitude to ftt.ten, and excellent
sheep as constituting oie bred. At the saine quality both of w nol and nitton, that this mix.
time I an fullv persuaded that tie:r p.eîaiumns ud lreed rapidly suietsudet the pure Leicester,
will iever be awarded in a way tliat will secure e.ccept in !he case of ram bireeding flocks.
the confidence of the melnbeis .f' the Society, I iay here notice that in the Border distits a
uiile.s the decisions are nad by men wolu at pure Leicester i. invariably called a bred sheep
least recogtnize the genuineness of the Border par e.cellcnce. Sheep of' the first and secoud
shcep. and their eligibility to carry prizes whien eross betwixt Leicester anld Che iout me iii like
of su!lieient mîerit. Now, it is well known that iaAner Ialf bred, or two-parts bred, as the
this is not the ease with breeders fromt the înd- (ase nay be; but vhen they are the produce of
land counties of England, w ho for tu m,,ast. part, a pure L.acester ram and ewe of tue nixed
have no scrupkl in expressig., the opinuin that btred of three or four or more descents, I sus-
our Border sheep are not Leicstrs at all. peut that, when taien south, te oid nane of
And our soutlh couatry neihbomis, while iefus- 1amiptpshire is often applied ind:scrimmiately to
ig to call our sheep Leicesters, have provided tlcimi as well as the pure Le'icestrs. The latter,
another nane for thein. lit inost of the re- as I la% e said, .re now fouind only in tie h1ands
ports cf the recent show at Leeds, notice was of reiular ram breeders ; but thait their flocks
talken of an cxperiniît. thien in progrcss oun the are still conparatively nntu-rous, nay be infer-
farm whiere the steau pIlouighs w ire tried, for i,;d fron the fa'ct thiat, at tie rai fair now an.
the purpose of testing the conlparatire miiuts of ltiaili ivhld at Ke in tlhe miontli of Septeinber,
a nunb.r of difTeent breeds ef sheep, amongst fi oii L.6O to 2,000 siearing Leicester rams are
which was enumerated the Barmnshire breed. pasented for sale, and are Most of themi bred in
Agan, in the prize report on the farining of the sirronding districts.
Yorkshiire, m the 22nd volume of the I Journal And now again for the question: Are tiese
of the R'yal Agricuîltural Socicty of E land,' r is eially pure Leicesters? Tihey certainly
p. 122, the authoir spea l mi.re thanl olce of Ucthe diiuci in appearaice from the type of ,Iieep
Barnshire bîeed of sieep. Now', I daîcsiîy, nuow founîd in the mîidland counities of Engliad.
naniy persons, in readinig iliese reports, iiust They are stronger in the bone, lar-er in fre,
have beeii puzzled nz, to tie loc.lity of t.iis iave whie tofaces and legs, a are altoether of
Barni or B'arn saire, ad m.ty hai e felt soie a 1mo:e robst foi m thait tlieir' modern Englisl
curiosity t> kouw' what inîd of shcep vas refer- linulred. Are these diiltles, thn, (lue to
red to. Tlie expianation is just this: A fair for crossinig, or are they enîtircly owîng to selection,
the sale of diraft-ewes lias fi'r a long tine been and tlie iniliences of clinate? Now, witlhout
ield anniually, in the imionth of Septeiber, iiar claiming absolite purity for cvery flock, I do
Wootcr, in Northumberand, whicli, from the believe that those of the best breeders on the
day in thte calindar on whici it takes place, Borders can establisli as direct and pure a de.
is known as St. Niiaîs, or, in northern dialect, sçcett. from Bakewell's fock as any nov to be
St Rliigan's fair. The site of tlis foir lying in fouind elsewhîere. Let us inquire wheni, anld by
the part of Northune:aud whicl in the olden whom, the Leiccstcr brced was íist introduced
tinte was callcd Bambooghsl>irc, the grazirs to the Boîtiers. It is welI kiown that this was
and de.ders from Yoirlisire, by whoin these largely due to the Messrs. Culley, who in 1167,
cwes uîscd tu be bouit, etit uitU the way of call- migrted from the cuiity Durliai to Tweedside,
inl.! their piurcliases •I•ambuorou hhiiiire shîecp," and broglit with them excellent breeds of live
whieh for handinuess vas sliutIned iito Bamnp. stok, and in particular a lock ofsheep ofthe
sir, andl las aow Is we have seen, got v-aried pure Leicester, or Dishley breed, as they were
iito armshire anld Barnshire. The fair just thenît called. Mi. George Culley was the per-
referred to lias nov greatl.y declined fronm its soial fi ieled of Bakewell, and the autior ofa
forncr iiportaice ini consuc'e of the annual ticatise t'il 've stohI, in hii lis description of
drafts of cîves fron thue ninumirable îlocks'of tle Dshley breil of shcep quite corroborates
Northîumbîerland,~ Merse, andTevitdae buiig i the opinion which it is miy preseut object tO


