INTRODUCTION.

s EING the history of the Province of Quebee, this work is necessarily
limited to what concerns the territory known now-a-days by that
name, and to the circumstances particular to its population
through three centuries, but we must keep in mind the fact that this pro-
vinee alone was until the Union of 1841 all that was known as Canada and,
therefore, the centre of both the French and the English colonies of the
northern portions of this continent. It follows that a narrative solely
devoted to that section in the present state of things would tend to obscure
the fact that Quebec was for a long time the pivot for all that was done in
these vast territories. We have been, more than once, on the verge of
entering into the history of the other provinces for the sake of throwing ad-
ditional light upon the whole, but finally our scope was confined to what took
place within the political boundaries prescribed by the British administra-
tion. In reality, the history of Quebec is that of all the confederate pro-

vinees.
Even restricted to that area we find it difficult to bring forward any

important fact without trespassing upon the Maritime Provinces or Ontario,
because these are closely linked to the surrounding colonies and it seems
hard to isolate them from their connection.

No one would have believed that New France could ever have formed so
many provinees, but the conquest made this possible. As Quebec remained
for a long time the pivot for such an extensive Dominion, it is certain that
its old and well-settled population played a great part, notwithstanding the
division of territory which gave rise to other colonies,

Judging by the measure of European prejudices the French could not
~ hold their own after the conquest, but those who had remained on the land

were no more Frenchmen, they were Canadians, and the Treaty of 1763
made them British subjects to all intents and purposes. Consequently they
did not eare for any other country than Canada, and all they had to do was
to get accustomed to the British administration.

Amongst the common mistakes which an European government will




