[ 20]
. 'We have taken the fame into Confideration
and have béen attended by Coancil both in
behalf of the Petitioners and the Hudfir's Bay
Company, who oppofed the Petition as it in-
terferes with their Charter.
- The Petitioners infifted on- two general
Things.

That the Company’s Charter was either vmd
in'its original Creation, or became forfeited by
the Con‘pany s Conda@ under it.

That the Petitioners have by their late At-
tempts to difcover the North-weft Paflage, and
Navigation in thofe Parts, merited the Favour
petitioned for.

As to the firft, the Petiti'oners' endea-
voured to fhew that the Grant of the Cour-
. try and Territories included “ih the Com-
pany’s Charter was void, for the Uncertainty
of its Extent being bounded by no Limits of
Mountains, Rivers, Seas, Latitude or Longi-
tude ; and that the Grant of the exclufive
Trade within fuch Limits as thefe were, was
a Monopoly, and void on that Account.

‘With refpeét to both thefe, confidering how
. long the Company have enjoyed and acted
under this Charter, without Imerruptlon or
Encroachment, we cannot think it advifable
for his Majefty to make any Exprefs or im-
plied Declaration againft the Validity of it,
until there has been fome Judgment of a
Couit of Juftice to warrant it; and the rather,
becaufe if the Charter is void in either re-
{pe&, there js nothing to hinder the Petitioners
from exeraﬁnor the fame Trade which the
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