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my life have by no means qualified me, made me heritate in committing

my papers to the Preri ; beincr much better calculated to perforni the

voyages, arduous as they might bc, than-to %vrite an account of thern.
Ilowever, they are, now offéred to the Public with the fubmiffion tha-t

becomes me.

1 was led, at an carly period of life, by commercial viéws, to, the
count.ry NQrth-ý%'elt of Lake Superior, in North America, and being

endowed ' .y Nature widi an inquiitive. mind and enterprii-ng fpirit;
poffeffing alro a conflitution and frarne of body equal to, the moft
arduous undertakings. and being fai-niliar wîth toilfome ' ions in the
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pTofecution of mercantile purfuits, I not only contemplated the praéli-

cability of penetrating acrofs the continent of America, but was con-
fident in the qualifications, as 1 was animated by the d efire, to undertake
the perilous enterprize.

The general iltility of fuch a difcovery, has been univerfally ac-
knowledged; while the wifhes of my partkular friends and commercial

affociates, that I fhould p'roceed in the-purl'uit ôf it., contributed to
quicken the execution of this favourite projeà of my own ambition:

and as the éompletion of -it extends the boundaries of geographic
fcience., and adds new countries to the realms of Britifh commerce,
the danger 1 have encountered, and the toils 1 have fufféred, have foirnd

their recompence; nor will the many tedious and weary days, or the

glootuy and inclement nights which 1 have p*affed, have been paffed
in vaili.
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