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lod through the woods, and he artcr thom, and away
they went hke all possessed. Well, the S(inatl(>r, whoii
he got up in the mornin' went over to his neighbour's

potatoe patch, to bring his pigs homo as usual ; but lo

and behold, they were not there; and more than that,

the fence was -whole and standing, as if thoy had never
been in it all. While he was starin' about and kinder

puzzled, the stage-coach came up, and he hailed the

driver, who told him he had seen them runnin' for dear

life, chased by a bear ; two of them was dead on the

road, and the rest had taken to the woods, as soon as

they saw the coach and the bear arter tiiem. " Waal,"
says he, quite cool, " the bears owe me a grudge, for

many a one of their family I have killed in my day.

And what surprises me is, that they should vent\u'(> so

near me, for I haven't been mislested by them these

three years : I'm glad my psalm-singing neighbour had
]io hand in it, for if he had, I'd a sent hhn in search of

that constable that came here last summer to sarve a
Avrit on me, and has never found his way back yet. The
bears and I will balance accounts some day, see if wo
don't," and he went into the house as cool as if notlihi'

had happened.
'Now, if these judges arc dressed to scare the

crows, it appears to me bearskin would answer the

purpose better nor horse-hair and powder. What do
you think, Lyman ?'

' I think,' replied the Senator, ' you don't know what
you are talking about. It is the judicial dress, adoptcMl

ages ago, and preserved to the present day. It is well

suited to an aristocratic country, in which there arc

various orders and ranks, witli their peculiar robes and
dresses, that arc worn on state occasions. They may
not be so appropriate to a republican form of govern-

ment hke ours, but there is no reason why tiiey should

not be worn even with us. Although, in theory, all

men are equal in the United States, we do not pretend
that all officers are, and of these the judges are the

highest in public estimation, and the most exalted in

rank. Why should they not wear a distinctive costume 1


