
PLAIN FACTS;&c.
HIE year fucceeding that, in which America
was firft difcóveredrPopc Alexander theSix.th
by his bulls, dated 2d and 3d ofMay, 1493,

munificently gave the whole of that vaft.Continent,* of
which but a finall part was then known in Europe, to
Ferdinand and Ifabella of Spaini following the example
of one of his predecefiors, who, in i 440, had granted
frica to king Alphonfo the Fifth, of Portugal; not

becaufe that Continent was uninhabited, but becaufe
the nations fubfifting there were infdels, and confe-
quemey unju .pefrs of the country where their
Creator had formcd.and placedthen.†

The difpofing power-wii had been in thefe in-
ftances afimcd- by Saint Peter's pretended fucceffors,
ver the countries of unchriftian nations, was, how-

ever, too glaringlyt abfurd to be regarded by Popilh
princes themfelves, even in that fuperftîious age;‡ 1and
feveral of theni in defiance of thefe papal grants, foon
after, undertook difcoveries and fettlements in Africa
and Arnerica, and particularly Henry the Sèventh of
England,.who was a zealous Roman Catholiciand who,

À orm er MfelilePope had declared -that no fuch Continent asAme-
rica did or could:exift, and had deno*unced excommunication ag-ainf l
Whlhould believe the contrary opinion.

† " Thus the Ramib Pontisdid not fcruple to break the ries efcorn-
rnón judfice and equit, to ferre the purpofes of their own worldly in.

rigta inaiattasfre ;h rprtkjs--Paser
turnedout @ocphcaiGod ad, nature put in. po , nfoç tei

"fn ownotaries." Hilpory of the word, and
particularly ofAmerica.. »yJohn Harris, A. M. F. R. S.

We are told by ekrrera, that Ferdinand and Ifabella accepted the
papal grant in quitton from forge particular rcalons, contary te the4d-


