PLAIN FACTS, &

HE year fucceeding that, in which America

was firft difco‘vc}ed;Popc Alexander the Sixth,
by his bulls, dated 2d and 3d of.May, 1493,
mumﬁccmly gave the whole of that vaft. Continent,* of
which but a fmall part was then known in Europe, to
‘Ferdinand and Ifabella of Spain; followmg the cxample

~ of one of his predeceflors, who, in 1440, had granted
_Africa 1o king Alphonfo the Fifth, of Portugal; not
becaufe that Continent was uninhabitcd but becaufe
the nations fubifting there were infidels, and confe-"-
quently unjuft poffeffors of the country, where their
Creator had formed. and placcd/thcm R

'The difpofing power-which had been in thefe in-
~ftances aﬁumcdfby “Saint. Peter’s pretendcd fucccﬂ'ors,f:,‘

_ "mer the countries of unchriftian nations, was, how-
~ever, too glaringly: abfurd to be regarded by Popxﬂl
princes themfelves, even in that fupcrmtxous age,j: and - .
feveral of them in defiance of thefe papal grauts, foon .
-~ after, undertaok difcoveries and fettlements i \in Africa
and America, and_particularly Henry the Séventh of
England who was a zealous Roman Cathohc, and who, :

* A former wful,uble Pape had declared that no foch Cont:nent asAme- .
rica did or could exift, and had denounced cxoommnnmnon agamﬁ all
- who f(hould belicve the contrary opinton. P
1 ¢ Thus the Romifs Pontitfs did nat fcruple to break thc rulcs Qt‘com--~- .

.

¢ mén juftice and equity, to ferve the purpofes of their own worldly in-
“ tereft and glory. <Th , dethroncd princes, difpoffeffed whole nations of their -
¢ rightfal. mhabttnnts, transferred the propertics of. suc_people 6~ onother, -
.. =% turned ont thofe, whad God :md nature ‘mt in poflcflion, for tbear
¢ own-votaries.” Hnl)orv of peopling feveral parts of the wosld, and
. particularly of America.. By John Harris, A.M. F. R.S.
' $ We are told by Herrera, that Ferdinand and 1fabdla accepted the o
- papal gm\t in quéttion from foxpc particular rcaions, eontntgl.oﬂlcﬂd‘




