INTRODUCTION.

Esquimaux of the party gave invaluable aid, building

snow-huts with the skill to which none but natives
attain, coating the sledge-runners with ice according to

a method which only natives understand, and by their
- good offices enabling the expedition to hold commu- .
nication and have . dealings with the wild tribes with

whom they came in contact. The degs were chosen
with the wtmost circumspection, and justified this care

. by t tlreu' wonderful endurance. Game was abundant. ‘
‘Stch minor devices as the use of blue llghts proved -
efficacious in the d1spersa] of wolves. Woolen foot -

gear, made by friendly natives isupphed a need which
has often proved fatal in the Arctic. Good manage-

ment kept all the Esquimaux loyal, and Schwatka’s -

strong will helped the travellers to live while the dogs

~ were falling “exhausted and dying by the way.

Among the relics that were brought home was the

. prow of the boat séen by Sir Leopold McClintock in
- Erebus Bay, the sled on which it had been transported, =
and the drag-rope by which the: s'[ed“was drawn. There . - -

were also two sheetiron stoves from the first camp on
King William Land, a brush marked “H. Wilkes,”

“some pieces of clothing from each grave, together with
buttons; canteens, shoes, tin cans, pickaxes, and -every . -
thing that could in any way tend to 1dent1fy the -occu- -

‘pants of- the different graves or those who died without
burial. They were offered to the British Admiralty, and,
having been gratefu]ly accepted, were added to the relics
already deposited at the Museum in Greenwich Hos

- pital,-and at the United Service Institution in London.
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