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America, we are able to account for certain characteristics of
the modern nations of Europe, which would otherwise present
to the student of anthropology a perplexing problem. The
Aryans of Asia, ancient and modern, as we know them in the
JIindoos, the Persians, and the Armenians, with the evidence
afforded by their history, their literature, and their present
condition, have always been utterly devoid of the sentiment of
political rights. The love of freedom is a feeling of which
they seem incapable. To humble themselves before some supe-
rior power,--deity, king, or brahmin,-seems to be with them
a natural and overpowering inclination. Next to this feeling
is the love of contemplation and of abstract reasoning. A
dreamy life of worship and thought is the highest felicity of
the Asiatic Aryan. On the other hand, if the ancient Euro-
peans were what the Basques and the American Indians are
now, they were a people imbued with the strongest possible
sense of personal independence, and, resulting from that, a
ppssion for political frecdom. They were also a shrewd, practi-
cal, observant people, with little taste for abstract reasoning.

It is easy to see that from a mingling of two races of
such opposite dispositions, a people of mixed character would
be formed, very similar to that which has existed in Europe
since the advent of the Aryan emigrants. In eastern Europe,
among the Greeks and Sclavonians, where the Iberian element
would be weakest, the Arvan characteristics of reverence and
contemplation would be most apparent. As we advance west-
ward, among the Latin and Teutonic populations, the sense of
political rights, the taste for adventure, and the observing,
practical tendeney, would be more and more manifest; until at
length, among the western Celts, as among the American In-
dians, the love of freedom would become exalted to ami almost
morbid distrust of all governing authority.

If this theory is correct, the nations of modern Europe have
derived those traits of character and those institutions which
have given them their present headship of power and civiliza-
tion among the peoples of the globe, not from their Aryan
forefathers, but mainly from this bther portion of their ances-
try, belonging to the earlier population which the Aryans
overcame and absorbed. That this primitive population was
tolerably numerous is evident from the fact that the Aryans,
particularly of the Latin, Teutonic, and Celtic nations, lost in
absorbing it many vocsal elements and, many grammatical in-

islands to the Marquesas group, the nearest inhabited land, is seventeen hundred miles.
The canoes of the Sandwich Islands (as 'we are assured by Ellis, in his "Polynesian
Researches"), "seldom exceed fifty feet in length." In the river-beds of France, ancient
canoes have been found exceeding forty feet in length. One was more than forty-five
feet long, and 'nearly four feet deep. See the particulars in Figuier's "Primitive Man,"
Appleton's edit., p. 177.
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