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NEVER WUERED
Naas River Indians Deny Right

of Settlers to Stake Off Lan
in Aryansh Valley=—A Re..
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Trouble is again threatened bY  the
native inhabitants of the Naas River,
who last winter .inaugurated a short.
lived campaign against the whites: Which
would have doubtless been disastroug
but for the prompt measures Of the
Government to protect the isolated set-
tlers in the threatened district. During
the past few weeks numerous 1and-seek-
ers and prospectors have been turneq
back by the Indians, with the- message
that the natives claim . ‘proprietorship i,
the country, and can only: be defeateq in
warfare for possession. Indian Agent
Perry states that the latest Trécrudes-
cence of trouble arises throligh the in-
temperate boasting of ' certain white
men, who have taken a perilous pPleasure
in taunting the Indians that if they do
aught to break the peace of the la;m
soldiers will be sent north and thg
Naas will run red with bleod.” The
Naas Indians are highly elvilized ana
take their stand on the established prin.
ciples of international law that nationa)
ownership of any country may only bes
established by right of conquest, treaty
acquisition or formal purchase. The
Naas country, they assert, has never
been so acquired by Great Britain, anq
If it is to 'be claimed by right. of con-
quest, they propose. to fight for their
herltage as did the Boers of South Afri-

Durlng last year and this, the natiy es
have spent upwards of $2,000 in secur-
ing legal opinions of eminent donstity-
tional lawyers in Toronto and in Van-
couver. ' During the past few weeks eacl
land-seeker turned back has ‘been duly
served with a copy of the formal state.
ment of the Indians’ position, which re-
mnrkable document reads as hereunder:
“Whereas we, the Indian people of the
Alyansh Valley, Naas Riveér, British Co-
lumbia, being ‘the lawful_ and original
inhabitants and possesso;s of all the
lands contained therein frem time Amme-
morial; and being assured:in our pos-
session of the same by the proclamation
of His Majesty King George IIL, under
date of October Tth, 1763, which procla-
mation we hold as our Charter of Rights
under the British Crown;

“And whereas, "it .is provided’ in the
said proclamation that no ‘private per-
son do presume te-make any Plrchase
from us of any lands so reservod to us
until we shall have ceded the sSame to
the representatives of the Crown pub~

| lic meeting between us and the;

“And whereas, up to the.pre t time
our lands have not been ceded by us to
the Crown, nor in' any. way  dlienated
froth us by any agreement or settlement
between the representatives ot the
Crown and ourselves:

“And whereas, our case oW ‘before
the Privy Councu in England ana we

are expecti t of the diffi-
culty & prese exl ity between our-

.|#elves and the Government of this. Brd-

/[ vince at an early date;

"“We do therefore, standing well with-
in our constituttonal rights, forbid you
to stake off land in this valley, and do
hereby protest against your proceeding
further into our country with that end
in view—until such time as a satisfac-
tory settlement be made between the re-
presentatives of the Crown and our-
selvea

“Issued by the members of the Indian
Land Committee elected by the Indians
of the Upper Naas.

“Signed: J. K. Flyaway, J. R. Bad-
weather, Git-lak- -damiks; S. A, Zeedawit,
A. M. Nahneigh, J. Nakmuaz, Ajyansh;
Amos G. Neesgwaksaw, Samuel Wee-
shakes, Johnny O'Yea, Gwinoha.

“Dated at Aiyansh, Britlsh Columbm.

this 17th day of May, 1910.”
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The trade unions are entirely logi-
cal in asking for restriction on the
importation of laborers for the. pro-
tected industries, says the ‘New York
Times. If we are all to be taxed to
give high prices and profits to those
industries it is absurd that the bene-
ficiaries shall’ have the further advan-
tage of imported cheap labor to com-
pete with workmen ,already here for
whom protection is ‘professedly asked.
This argument is now ‘practically the
only one that has any. direct {nfluence
on votes. No one any longer Believes
that our industries are “Infant”; that
they cannot hold the home market
against all comers; that our wvaried
natural resources, ' with our capable
workmen, do not give our manufac-
turers the better of any competitors
at home and of many even foreign
markets, Nor do those who have mas-
tered the subject doubt that the “‘cheap
labor” of older countries, measured
by its product, is more costly than
our own -at higher wages. But to a
considerable portion of ~American
workmen and to the unthinking classes
the protective tariff is protective to
labor, the cause of higher wages and
of the superior scale .of liviag which
undoubtedly prevails ip this country.
This is the unblushmﬁgrwaemmn of
the fayored employers; , it is plain
that it is from this point of view an
injustice and an outrage fo ,permit
the importation of foreign laborers to
compete with our own. It is also &
logical cause of compiaint if immi-
gration of competitors: . without the
direct action of employers is-allow-
ed. The result is the same though the
methods vary,

"Mr. Stern is “cashler for Mr.
Schwartz in a. Nekr York restaurant.
He fell helr to, $300,000, and in orderri'
to celebrate the occasion he asket
for a night off and bléw in ten cents
on a visit to a movihg pléture lho;k
This recalls a story of an old lady in
an eastern prmlrg}:ce, who 'fel he;r :;;
an estate yielding an . .
$30,000 a year.. ‘When the Aty yenr’z ;
amount arrived—it all came &t o?c
as it had been accumulating pending
search for her—she asked Her: h\‘wyei‘
what she should do'with it. He ﬂll:gr
gested that she ha.d “Dbetter. giver i
8ons, who ‘were ‘poor, Bome O _
“I've been thinking that over and gea-
‘cluded that it would be right to lht’
them each $10;% she said. - Thlri::
dollars was a sum she eal!d !,W

prehenslon - Mr. Ster
of the same class.’
wvoung, : he  will'
have to lodk tor
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