THE CANADIAN VENICE

Centre of Art, Wealth and Culture
on the Pacific Coast

It_has been the custom up tc; the

pbresent- to point to the cities of the|-

east as the fine residential cities of
Canada, says the Winnipeg Free Press
in a recent issue.  But with ~the ewer
onward march of population and: civil-
ization- westward even this distinction
will have to be concéded to the west,
and to the very farthest west. An ex-
Winnipegger said in the Free Press
some time ago that Victoria was the
finest residential city in America, If
this were true years ago, what may be
sald of it in five years' time, when all
the -potential influences that are now
shaping its distiny have 'had time to
produce their natural results.
_So said Mr. Herbert Cuthbert at the
Royal Alexandra hotel last night upon
~ his return from Brandon, where the
- Vietoria exhibit had caused an im=.
mense amount of interest in' that city
and "its environs and of  which" Mr.
* Cuthbert had charge. ' ..
The past year,
bert, will have a. greater: .influence
upon Victoria ¥than any .year in  its
history. :
It was the

vear of discovery. It
was discovered

in this year by out-
siders. Five years ago it was discov-
ered by some of it own citizens, who
had taken a trip to other, tourist re-
sorts and residential cities, and who

# came home with a new idea and a new
appreciation of their own city. Why,

- they said_there is nothing we have
Seen away from home that equals or
can compare with our own city. From
that time an effort was made to at-
tract the-attention of outsiders to the
advantage of the city and the associa-
tidn I represent has carried on a vig-
orous advertising campaign, until- the
city has now been discovered by peo-
ple in other parts of the world. -In
five years there will be a new Vie-
toria. . )

The * new Victoria will be . some-
thinz that even its own citizens
Scarcely foresee or even yet appre~
clate. Tt will be a city of which Can-
ada will be proud. The old Victoria
to a certain extent will remain; but
there will be in one new addition a
Pasadena, only more beautiful by the
presence of the ever beautiful salt

{ blue sea and, the everlasting alps of
the Olympian range, In another ad-
+ ,ditiopn there will be an OQakland; in
..another, a Berkeley, in another a Red-
lands; in another, a suggestion of
" * Brighton, and in another a Southport
all combining to make such a city of
wealthy homes, a well to do business
community, and ideal workmen's
dwellings that. will be unique, not
- only in Canada, but on the American
:.continent, i
* Asked ‘as “to" the causes” that Wers
likely to bring about such Fesults Mr.
Cuthbert said that they weré not hard
1o.seek.- 930 R PRDE A G e SEEY
. The temperate- nature ‘of: its almost
perfect climate; the charm-ofy its ‘won-

continued Mr, Ciith-.|
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An Anticipatory Glance at the City
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Offer the Fishermen
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it is to:.be hoped that the valuable
information conveyed will ‘not remain
buried between the covers of a blue
book. 3

Prof. Prince includes in his review
the fisheries of the Yukon as well asi
those of British ' Columibia. On this'
vast stretch of island dotted coast the
inland - waters are comparatively un-
important as compared with those of
the sea, when viewed from a commer-
cial ‘standpoint,, yet the rivers are of
the ‘highest value as th¢ breeding re-|
sorts of salmon, while nowhere can the
angler find trout of finer game quali-
ties. - i :

‘The . sea-fisheries already well = de-
veloped -along the coast of British Col-
umbia are still capable of enormous |
expansion.. .The amazing feature . of
these fisheries is that they may be
carried on in waters perfectly land
sheltered.. Hecate Straits, Dixon . En-
trance, Queen Charlotte Sound* and
the Straits of Georgia, with innumer-
able deep inlets, bays and, arms, are
so shielded from the open ocean as to
furnish splendid = shelter conditions.
Vancouver Island and the . Queen
Charlotte Islands form .a barrier
against storms, while the shores of
these islands are themselves penetrat-
ed by extensive channels, arms and
bays, abounding, like  the adjacent
ocean waters, in/ the most valiable
economic species of fish.

The greatest spawning angd feeding
'grounds in the world for herring, hali--
but, flat-fishes allied to the plaice and
sole, and numerous other food fishes
occur within the vast sheltered area,
covering nearly 30,000 square miles
extending from the international bou

dary line on the south to the  Alaska

limits in Dixon entrance on the north.
The number of large rivers which
take their rise on the Pacific slope of
Canada is astomishing, including with
one of two exceptions, all the great|
salmon rivers on the western water-
shed'of ‘America. The Fraser, Colum-
bia, Thompson, Skeena, Naas, Stikine,
Liard, Yukon, Pelly, Porcupine, Peel
and other large €treams all have their
source 'in British Columbia .or the|.
Yukon district.

It is an axiom amongst fishery au-
‘thorities ‘that food fishes improve in
quality in” coeld northern waters, and]
it"must be admitted that thede Pacific
fishthg “grounds. for that reason have
an énviable' reputation. 'But the very
plenitude of the fishery resources’ pre-
vented*a propet appreciation of them
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citizens, all will have the seffect -
people of
the city.

... attracting a large number o
wealth and refinement | g
Capitalists have already foréseen this
and some of the most beautiful coun-
try around ‘the city is being laid out
by the most expert landscapé garden-
ers in the world.. The opéning of the
new palatial hotel by, the C.P.R. will
attract. hundreds of ‘Wealthy people

to the city who will have the oppor-’
tunity  of becoming acquainted with)]|

for years; and they are still“unider-es-
tiinated, ‘the proliffé“Saimon ab¥orbin
t (ofz the. attention .of the’ fisher—
men, ' G ;
The. incoming of vast: numbers of
settlérs into‘ Central Canada . and the
growth of new téwns and settlements
east and west of the Rocky mountains
‘is already creating a: market of-great
proportions for -Pacific sea fishes.
Fresh halibut will soon be in large de-
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After this it is a mechanical
process pure and simple.
and topped cang drop on an incline
through the 'soldering machine, and
then_thev are allowed to cool, prepara-
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first hot bath last 30 minutes.
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The' 'halkbut fisheries, valued at a
half million a year, are of much maqre
recent origin than the preceding. This
fish, which weigh one hundred pounds
and'rpore, are scattered all yver the
straits, especially Hecate straits, and
along the coast of Vancouver Island.
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capablg

of whaleg

coast
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of Americans, who with modern boats!
make enormous catches. The steamer]
Manhattan has a record ‘of 170,000}
pounds of halibut in a single catch.
Prof. Prince has high esteem for the
black cod of British Columbia, which
is not yet marketed in large quantities.
It abounds along the western shore of
‘the ~Queen -Charlotte islands, and is
.Said -to "be far more appetizing than
the -drier. and firmer-.true cod. The
main difficulty seems to be in preserv-
"ing - the fish for distant shipment: We
are also- introduced to' the oolachan, a
fish the size “of 'smelt, ' which crowd
the .entrance of the rivers from early
in March to the middle of April. In
a freshly caught condition, the oolach-
an is deliciouy, and its flesh is stated
to be as great a restorative to the
wasted human system as cod liver oil,
and besides it gives a large yield of
pure oil which might be turned to
commercial ube. No doubt some sat-
isfactory 'methed of preserving these
delicate and esteemed fish will soon
be found. The real smelt are also
found in abundance in B. C. waters,
and, it can only be a question of time
before, by shipping them in some form
which’ will retain their flavor, a large
and profitable  export will be carried
on. There is a great opening in the
Orient for dried smelts, and the
Americans are already in the field.
The herring fisheries are already im-
portant, - but Prof. Prince looks for-
ward to a great development. Her-
ring are caught on every part of the
British Columbia coast,” and in the
north they reach a’size almost equal-
ling the large Labrador herring. In
1893 a tug navigating the Straits of
Georgia passed for three hours through
a_ continuous mass of migrating her-
ring. There seems to be little doubt
that” if the movements of the schools
could he ascertained, which is possible
by a scientific survey, herring could
be captured in enormous quantities
during the whole year, as in Scottish
and English waters. Until the pre-
sent time, the fishermen have been
content to await the arrival of the her-
ring in the bays and inlets. The
principal centre ¢f the fishery is Nan-
aimo, and the vast: schools, as a rule,
move_in ahout ‘the middle of Novem-
ber. Here also’ the'great difficiilty has
been in the methéds of packing''the
fish for~ékport, = At the suggestion of
Prof. Prince, a Scottish expert,“with a
staff - of ‘fisher girls who gut, and
.cogpers. who attend to the barrelling,
have been imported, and_sample ship-

umpbfa’ hetring “will’ comparé’ with ‘Any
herring in' the world.| ‘Already three
of four enterprises,” backed up with
adequate ‘capital, will embark imme-
diately in the -business. ' There 'is no
reason why the ‘province should not
put ‘up a largé‘pack of the best her-
ring as Scotland, 'which yields annually
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ment Buildings, a stately pile costing
over one million dollars and the most
beautiful 'structure in Canada; three
splendid museums with their fine col

its attractions and advantages. The}
establishment of the “all-red line” will
‘have the same effect only in-a mors
marked degree. Hundreds of the best

tent as to be
control. So
speech is often

class of tourists, artists, retired busi-’
ness men, writers of fiction, and cor-
respondents of leading magazines and
pericdicals will pass through Victoria
Who never dreamied that there was
such'a city either on this continent or
any other, many of whom will become
permanent residents. As the home of
the lieutenant-zovernor of the " prov-
ince, the .government of the province,
the heads eof the various churches and
of many . retired naval and military
officers there is now 'a social life that
is in itself attractive,  To the finan-
cier it will also appeal. The oppor-
tunities for the profitable employment
of capital in the development of. the
virgin natural resources of Vancou-~
ver Island will induce many capital-
ists to make their homes in the city.
As an Instance of that I may point
out that Some ex-residents of Mani-
toba have already made small for-
tunes from their investments on Van-
couver Island.

It naturally follows that the influx ¢
of such an increased population will
mean more work for the working men
and more. business for the bhusinébs
man. And yet the causes that lead to
@ greater Victoria have not been stat-
od. Al the farms around the city,
consisting’ of 100 acres and upwards,
are rapidly being cut up into five and
ten- acre lots and are being devoted
to fruit' culture. Where we had one
family on 100 or 200 acres of land we
shall now have from 10 *n 50, all of
which means more business and more
prosperity. w : .

Therefore, said Mr. Cuthbert, you
will see why I call it the coming city
of the Pacific. A.city of outdoor sports
and games, with fifteen miles of water
frontage, the home of rich men, hand-
Some women, artists, authors, naval
and military officers; situated in the
midst of glorious scenery with the
Mediterranean of' the Pacific at its
feet, and, possessing a summer climate
¢qual to any—nay surpassing that of
any in the old world and with its
glorious sunsets and prolonged twi-
light, surely no other title is so ap-
propriate as “the Canadian Venlce.:'

- WHERE TROUT LURK.

Prof. Prince Recites Some Facts for
the Fisherman

“More money has been sunk in
mines than will ever. come out of them,
and even after our lumber is all gone
and our forests have been cut down
our - fisheries will still supply labor
and food. They are our most perma-
nent natural resource.”” Thus speaks

. an “eminent itish Columbian; but to
be fair it may be well to say that the
words are recorded by Prof. Edward
E. Prince, general inspector of fish-
eries for the Dominion and an enthu-
.siast on the subject. The gquotation
*occurs in an able paper on the Pacific
Fishing industries of Canada, which
the proiessor has prepared for the de-
partment of marine and fisheries, and
which 'is printed in the last report of
that department. It is needless to say
nat the views taken are optimistic, yet
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The opportunities for enjoyment a
pleasure have had a great deal tn
with making Victoria such a delightful
residential city.y The trains of the I7--
& Nanaimo
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lections of animal, mineral and
specimens;
fine sandy beaches beloved of campers;
and the farfamed Gorge at the head
of Victoria Arm, a natural reversible
waterfall—all are places of inter

to those who visit Victoria. During t
summer months there are daily

cursions in steam launches, by rail
steamer and by tally-ho to the numer-
ous islands and resorts which surrou
the city.
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