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| gencn HEAVILY ENGAGED.
LONDON, April 18).
ter’s Ottawa Ageqcy, =0
('w;‘rel:i‘lll are heavily in action on
porthern battle area.

FRENCH OFFICIAL.

PARIS, April 18.
al.)—We have u{tuc;fod vari-
2y positions on the Avre on a
mfneélfy ?our kilometres between
rmas and Mailly Rainovat. East
neﬂ]e Avre we have made  progress
and west of it we have tal}'en the
ter part of the Conocat Wood and
carried our lines to the outskirts of
gastel. Further south we l'eac.hed
the slopes west of the heights domina-
the Avre. The numlbor Oftopl;lhsé
; cen by us exceeds up
::sr:ntta};vé hundred, of whom fifteen
are officers. We (':1[1[1”‘6‘"1 several
machine guns. It is confirmed that
40 enemy raid last night east of Coux:-
fers was deadly for the nssaxlan.ts. We
found about forty German bodies on
{he ground, and we took twenty pris-
goers, including an ofix('er.

Eastern Theatre.—There was grgat
aetivity on the part of both artilleries
glong this sector of the front. An
important surprise nt,t;y-k.carn(’d out
py the British and Hellenic troops on
fie Struma on April 16th ha{l most
satisfactory results and inflicted
peavy losses on the enemy.

the

(offic

BRITISH COUNTER
LONDON, April 18.

(Via Reuter’s Ottawa Agency.)—
There is a somewhat more cheerful
pote in the newspapers to-day, f.01-
lowing the reports that the British
gre counter attacking, and indica-
fions such as the German attack at
Robecq, that the enemy is diverting
pis main effort further south, again
fireatening Bethune. This is prob-
thly due to the fact that French re-
pforcements are coming into the
fine, but there is still anxiety as to
yhen General Foch will make the de-
Msive stroke, now that the British
jave stood four weeks of hammering
by the immense German reserves esti-
pated at 420,000 men, in a fashion
shich led the French writers to de-
wribe the British armies as “the
wing of sacrifice.” Experts do not
edorse the opinion advanced in some
quarters that the advance in the
northern theatre has been definitely
thecked. It is agreed that the Ger-
mans have not obtained the decisive
result aimed at, thanks to the extreme
stwbbornness of the British resist-
mce. The battle in fact appears to
bave been following the course of the
great series of German thrusts of Oc-
fober, 1914, which ended in Ypres,
gud failure for the enemy. There was
fhén no Allied reserves. That reserve
0w exists and has not yet been used
There will probably be continuous

fluctuations in the northern area for
some time to come. But the salient
fact of the ﬂgh;ing is. the staying
power of the British soldier. 'He has
withstood the severest tests for a
month, and the frequency wherewith
the enemy has been repulsed at vari-
ous points and is now being counter-
attacked is the healthiest sign.

ENEMY HELD BACK.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN
FRANCE, April 18. (By the Associa-
ted Press.)—The enemy had brought
up fresh divisions for the hard thrusts
which they madef yesterday. Although
the British were unable to hold Wyt-

retaken by a brilliant counter attack,
they beat off the enemy elsewhere.
The British maintained ‘their -line
throughout the night. A renewed
| heavy bombardment of the British
!front between LaBassee Canal, at
. Givenchy, and the Nieppe Forest, sug-
| gests the Germans contemplate an-
other heavy drive in this region in
the hope of taking Bethune and crea-
ting a new salient. All the areas back
of this section of the front were
i sprinkled with gas shells through
! last night. At six o’clock this morn-
ing the bombardment was nearly of
!drum fire intensity,  between . Locon
'and Robecq, where the enemy has
i tried repeatedly to advance his line
to the Canal. An effort made by the

ienemy’s right flank to the sea, to
{ drive in the front of the Allies from

! the coast was extended yesterday to[

| the Yser region held by the Belgians.
| At 8.30 in the morning, after an all
! night bombardment, the Germans at-
| tacked on a front of four miles, be-
tween Langemarck and Kippe. The
Germans gained a footing in the Bel-
gian advance position, but they were
thrown out after a fight lasting near-
'y all day. The Belgians took 600

prisoners, including many officers, be-'!

longing to seven different regiments
which represented one Bavarian, two
Prussian and one Marine Infantry
Division.
livered by the Germans in the course
of yesterday afternoon between Bail-

back the British front still further
and to create another dangerous sali-
ent in the Flemish marshes. Kemmel
Hill was assaulted by three waves of
Germans about one o’clock in the af-
ternoon, but the enemy was thrown
back with heavy casualties and a
counter attack completely restored
the British lines. Other attacks were
broken by British machine gun fire.

BRITISH HEADQUARTERS 1IN
FRANCE, April 18. (Vit Reuter’s
| Ottawa Agency.)—Yesterday was a
| strenuous time for our
! co-operation with the French, who are
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schaete and Meteren, which they had}

now engaged in the northern battle

record balancing heavily in our favor.
The German waves dashed against our
lines in half a d places, but only
at Beaver Hill did they force us to
yield ground which was counter-
attacked and regained. The heaviest
onslaughts occurred southeast of
Kemmel Hill and west of Merris, and
there were two attempts northwest
of Wulvergham. The enemy’s objec-
tive is undoubtedly domination of the
ridge system from Kemmel Hill to
Wytschaete. While the Germans have
not made any definite gains, their
losses have been appalling. Our gun-
ners anticipating the enemy’s occupa-
tion of Passchendaele salient, prepar-
ed to give them a warm reception,
and when the German infantry an-
vanced over the dreary waste, the
great cemetery in the cockpit of Eu-
rope gathered another ghastly toll.
The German attack against the Bel-
gian positions nearer the coast is es-
pecially noteworthy. In this stage of
the campaign the enemy employed
four divisions, viz., one of the Marine
Infantry, one Bavarian and two Prus-
sian. An intense night long bombard-
ment was probably counted upon to
forestall all resistance, but the Ger-
mans speedily found that they were
mistaken, the Belgians put up a fight
ranking as one of the epics of their
splendid war story, finally driving
back the Germans in confusion, and
taking more than 600 prisoners. This
brilliant victory was on a stretch of
six kilometres, between Langemarck
and Kippe.

ANXIOUS TIMES.

LONDON, April 18.

The last few days has been the
most anxious the British people have
known since the beginning of the war.
The first phase of the German attack
was directed against both the British
and French fronts and British troops
i have had to bear the whole force of
the second attack. There is no lack
of confidence that the British soldiers
will do all any men can do, and there

Six heavy attacks were de- |

leul and Ypres in an attempt to bend

infantry in,

i is the greatest pride in their gallantry
iand their stubbormness with backs to
‘the wall against great odds. But as

ATTACKING, ' fourth German Army, which holds the {the Germans have continued day af-

| ter day nibbling away sectors of the
i Flanders front, regaining towns
| small and unimportant themselves,
but historic scenes of bloody and suc-
cessful battles waged on ground gain-
ed the past two years by the British,
; Canadians, Australians and South Af-
|ricans with tremendous costs, the
| question has forced itself upon the
public whether it is fair to expect
| them to continue fighting indefinitely
. against such superior masses. An-
other question is whether blame does
, not rest in high quarters that the sol-
diers are placed in the position of be-
ing outnumbered constantly. There
is great anxiety for news of the
, French reinforcements which Field
Marshal Haig told his army were com-
'ing to its support. General Maurice,
| yesterday, likened the battle to a
{ Waterloo where all depended upon
the arrival of Blucher. Should he
i fail to arrive is a contingency hardly
i discussed, but last night’s announce-
| ment that the French are co-operating
' with the British in the north gives
hope as far as it goes in the mean-
time. The newspapers are discussing
the situation with the greatest -free-
dom. The War Cabinet is being crit-
icized sharply by some military ex-
perts and editors. Colonel Repington,
in the Morning Post, says the British
forces are greatly inferior in numbers
to the Germans, and says this inferi-
ority is due to the refusal of the War
Cabinet to act on the advice of the

for an increase in man-power given
months ago.
calling for the return of Sir William
Robertson, former Chief of the Im-
perial General Staff. The retirement
of General Robertson was followed
during the past week by that of Ma-
jor General Trenchard, Chief of the
Air Staff. General Trenchard was
appointed only three months ago and
was welcomed generally' as the one
man for the work. He now goes be-
cause of differences with Lord Rother-
mere, the civilian head of the Air es-
tablishment, as General Robertson
was supposed to have gone after diffi-
culties with the Premier. Bringing
back of Robertson is the appeal with
which the weekly paper “John Bull,”
having a great circulation among the
masses, has placarded the country to-
day. It would be no surprise if that
becomes ' a general demand to-morrow.

NO CHANGE IN FRONT.

LONDON, April 18.

There has been no change on the
British front during the night. The
hostile artillery has shown great ac-
tivity on the southern portion of the
Lys battlefront between Givenchy to
east of Robecq. A heavy bombard-
ment of our positions between Locon
and Robecq, was still continuing at
dawn. Local attacks were repulsed
by our troops yesterday evening in
the Merris sector. More de-
tailed account of the fighting
of yesterday on the Forest of Nieppe,
Wytsachaete front, establish the sev-
erity of the enemy’s losses. South-
east of Kemmel Hill the German in-
fantry attacked in three waves and
at one point pressed back our line
slightly in this locality. The situation
was restored. by a counter attack and
shortly after midday the attack had
been repulsed at all points. In the
Bailleul seotor the enemy attacked
three times before midday, and in each
case suffered a complete repulse.
Our line yesterday evening was re-
ported intact on their whole front.

A MATTER OF RESISTANCE.

BRITISH HEADQUARTEDS 1IN
FRANCE, April 18. (Via Reuter’s Ot-
tawa Agency) — The Germans thic
morning developed an attack on a long
front between Givenchy and Robrecq,
pressing hard towards Givenchy. The
enemy is apparently drawing on fresh
reserves. In the course of the great
battle, more than thirty enemy divis-
fons have so far appeared, and it is
certain that the German command. is
exploiting every success by the most
prodigal expenditure of man-power
and not counting the cost. In the
great German attock of yesterday our
troope fought with Homeric valour
against tremendous’ numerical odds.
They are fighting in the same irresist-
able manner in the battle between

gressging. For nearly a week the

German gains in the battle of Fland-

ers have been limited to the smallest
< has' heen

area. The day was satisfactory, the -

General Staff and the French Staff |

Several newspapers are |
i purely battle infantrymen than might

Givenchy forest and Nippe, now pro-|

Iy costly|
It
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you who is

knowledge

Young Men of the Outports

of Newfoundland !

On Soldiers’ Day, April 12th, the peaple of St. John’s
proclaimed the spirit of the couniry towards the War.
On the evening of that day the city spoke in a way no

one who was present

A new chapter is opened in the story of our Mative.
A new spirit is passing over its length and

Land.
breadth.

free to go.

You hear it and it will not be still.
Whether accepted or rejected you will have peace of mind from the

of duty done.

You can find it in no other way.
(Signed)

St. John'’s, April 17, 1918.

will ever forget.

lts is more than a Reeruili“ng Campaign that has been begun. It is
a Orusade calling through the voice of conscience to each one of

THE SOLDIERS aad THE REJECTED MEN.

You will offer yourself.
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1
he is practically bound to attempt to

take. The attempt to break through
the Belgian front south of the Hol-
thurst forest was probably inspired
by the discovery of our withdrawal
from the Passchendaele region, and a
consequent assumption that there
must be some disorganization at this
part of the line. The attack has been
repeated to-day, the enemy doubtless

TRIE

B

mortified by being defeated by about |

his own number. The Belgians in the @S

past week’s struggle have been more

have been anticipated. Apparently
the tanks, armored cars and cavalry
have not been in action on either side.
We are now down to a sheer contest
of man-power, a swaying, ceaseless
attack and repulse with the vital is-
sue carried, is the anxious problem of

whether our powers of endurance can |

wear down the repeated attacks of
vastly superior numbers before a de-
cision is reached. At the moment the
prospect assuredly justifies confi-
dence in this respect. The appear-
ance of French battalions and batter-
ies of seventy-fives in the ranks of the
army which the Germans are count-
ing on cutting off from the Allies can-
not be pleasing to the enemy. The
Germans seem to be still finding dif-
ficulty In getting forward their bat-
teries and maintaining ammunition
supplies to all parts of the advance,
although they have heavy concentra-
tions in other parts.

ANOTHER NEW ATTACK.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, April 17.—Ten divisions of
German troops were driving to-day
furiously against British defences be-
tween Givenchy Les La Bassee and St.

Venant in an attempt to effect a cross- !

ing of the La Bassee Canal. The Brit-
ish were holding well and . inflicting
heavy casualties on the enemy, ac-
cording to the latest report. Coin-
cidentally with this pretentious as-
sault the Germans surged forward
further north and began to hammer
at the approaches to Kemmel and the
neighbouring higher ground.

IRISH UNITED AGAINST CON-
SCRIPTION.

LONDON, April 17.
The lcaders of the Nationalists in
Ireland, including the Redmonites,
who are now led by John Dillon, the'
Sinn Feinners, O’Brienites, Laborites
and Clericals, are united in their de-
termination to resist conscription “by
the most effective means at our dis-
posal,” which is the wording of a re-
solution passed at a meeting of Bish-

- | was then passed.

few thing we are ofte

Blouses, etc.

ring :

® cufis. Also, Underskirts, Camisoles, Dres-
sing Gowns and Jackets, House Dresses,
Tea Aprons, Corsets, Hose, Gloves, Middy

Everybody needs something new for spring and here are a

Ladies’ Spring Coats, in black and white
checked, Blouses in lawns, voile and silk,
Skirts in cloth and serge, Sweater Coats,
% the colors range in red, saxe, navy and V.
& rose, all neatly trimmed with white collars and

Men’s Fancy Top Shirts, Braces, Sweater Coats, Paris and

THEN WE HAVE—

many other things.

WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL?
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The C. L. MARCH £0,, Lid.,

Corner Water and Springdale Streets.
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ops at Maynooth yesterday. For the
first time in many years the National-
ists met the Dublin Sinn Feinners and
their older enemies, Wm. O’Brien and
Timothy Healey, while the Labor re-
prescntatives who have not been
friendly to the Nationalists in rceent
years, were alsc present at the con-
ference, which- was held under the
chairmanship of the Mayor. The Sinn
Feinners were ‘londly cheered when
theyr arrived at the Mansion House.
The outcome of conference. was that
a committee composed of John Dii-
lon, Edwin De Valera, Timothy Healey
and thc Labor representatives, with
the Mayor of Dublin was appointed to
attend 'the Bishops’ meeting at May-
nooth where the resolution quoted .
) The meeting also |
directed that public’ meetings should

held in the Parish next Sunday, at
ledge

should be administer- |

Masses of intercession will also be
held in every Catholic church: In the
meantime the authorities although
they do not anticipate that any con-
scripts will be called until the Home
Rule Bill is on the Statute books, are
taking steps to deal with the. 'situa-
tion which is8 to say the least is
threatening. Field Marshal French,
Commander in Chief of the forces in
the United Kingdom, arrived in, Dub-
lin yesterday with his staff. The Na=
tionalists, or at least the majority" of

them, are understood to have decided|:: s e :
. “PABINET CHANGES.
R

to abstain from attendance in Com-
mons during the crisis thus adopting
the attitude of the, Sinn Feiners who
were elected to Parliament, but have
never attended.

ENEZMY ATTACK BROKEN, ' -
"PARIS, April 18.

s

to advance last night near Corbeny on
the Aisne front. To-day’s official
statement says the attack was broken
up by the French.

* MAN-POWER BILL IN LAW.

LONDON, April 19.
All the remaining stages of -the
Man-Power Bill were concluded to-
day, and the Royal assent K was given

.to the measure.

LONDON; April, 18.
uncement. was, made
rl-of Derby has been
dor " extraordinary
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