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• CHAPTER XXXVI.
“Yes, sir. And ever since she’s 

never had a word to say to me that 
wasn’t as sweet and kind as ever," 
Virtue declared, giving a final sob as

she dropped her apron.

“It would have been well it the
judgment of all of us. myself includ­
ed, had been as good as Miss Na­
talie’s. Virtue." madame observed, 
gently. “There—do not say any 
more. By and by you must let me 
know how I can best make up to you 
for the unjust pain that you have 
suffered."

And Virtue, thus dismissed, weni 
out of the room, very red-eyed, Ibut 
looking much less miserable than shr 
had looked of late, poor girl!

The letter had taken so long to reai 
and so long to talk over and wonde; 
at that it was late in the afternoor- 
and nearly dark before the rector re 
membered that he had promised to be 
home, to luncheon, and that it wat 
now nearly four hours past the ortho 
dox rectory time. He was bidding 
good-day to my mother and me, am 
Alice had run down into the hall te 
give him a farewell kiss and send a 
message to Major Constable, when 
Dr. Dizarte came in. That stopped 
the rector, of course, and he turned 
back with us into the library, design­
ing, I felt sure, to say a word or two 
of comfort to his old friend and crony. 
And indeed the poor old man seemed 
to need it, so shaky, pale, worn, and 
tremulous did he look. I even saw 
tears in my mother’s steady bright 
eyes as she looked at him and heard 
his weak faltering voice.

We told him about the great sur­
prise of the day, but T do not think 
he listened much, or cared sufficient!: 
to feel astonished. The old man’' 
heart and thoughts were with hie 
"boy.”

He asked me at; ut Natalie’s condi­
tion, shook his he: 1 in response tc 
the statement that she was still just 
the same, and then turned to the rec­
tor."

"I wanted to see you, Deeping,’'’ he 
said, his voice and hands trembling 
alike as he looked from one to the 
other of us. “I hear that I can go to­
morrow to see my boy. I thought 
that perhaps you would come to—eh?"

The tremor in the old doctor's usu­
ally full voice and the wistful eager­
ness of the face which had always 
been so round and jolly won id have 
touched anybody. I know it brought 
a lnmp into my throat, and I think 
I know why the kindly rector sud­
denly needed his pocket-handkerchief 
as he replied, heartily, saying that he 
would go—“of course he would."

As for me, I think I cared more for 
my mother than ever I had cared in 
my life, as she said, before I had ttau 
to speak—

“If it were net that 1 can not leave 
my poor little Nrtalie, I .would ask 
that I might ma! i one cf the party 

-Doctor Dizarte. As it is Ned wil! 
only be too glad to hr my substitute; 
and you nr. st plecse give Doctor 
Yorke my regards end warmest syirf- 
pathy. It is a terrible position to: 
him, bi t it can not be long now be-
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.'ore this atrocious charge is entirely 
withdrawn.- You must try to rest as­
sured of that for bis sake."

I think that Alice Deeping wes berr 
to be a blessing to every one ne: 1 

.whom she came. She was emphatii 
ally a blessing now, and warded off 
scene. Whether it was that the get. 
tie womanly kindness of to: dame' 
words was unusual with her, or th; 
their hearty substance was too mu cl 
for him—poor cld fellow!—I do not 
know ; but it is my opinion that Diz 
arte was on the verge of a burst c 
tears at that critical moment, an: 
that they would have certainly come 
in another second but for Miss Alio 
She threw her arjpis round his neck 
and kissed him as she • might have 
kissed her own father.

“And tell Roger from me, Doctor 
Dizarte," she cried, earnestly, “that I 
don’t believe a word of it, and 
wouldn't if all Whittlesford did — 
wouldn’t even if Ned himself did. And 
tell him that'there isn’t a single sen­
sible person who has known and liket 
him all this time whe is not sure o' 
his innocence. 61 don’t care about evi­
dence. No one but idiots would car: 

•>, p;n for evidence in a casp like this 
I wouldn’t .believe it if they had 
found a hundred and fifty pistols, and 
his name engraved upon every one of 
them—there!”

For the first time since Roger’s ar­
rest I believe old Dizarte absolutely 
smiled. He patted tenderly her fluf­
fy flaxen hair with his shaking old 
hand.

“Thank you, my dear,” he said 
gently. “I’ll tell my boy: Yes, yes— 
I’ll tell him. You do me good. 1 
should bear up better than I do, L 
know ; but you "see, my dear, that 
he—” And here the old man broke 
off and wiped his eyes with his hand­
kerchief.

We three went out into the hall to­
gether—the rector, Dizarte, and I. 1 
was just helping the old doctor on 
with his coat, trying to cut a dismal 
joke meanwhile, and old Styles was 
standing ready to open the door, wher 
a sound outside startled us—a horse’f 
hoofs rattling up the drive througl 
the rain, which had come on to poui 
furiously, and then stopping before 
the door.

“Who can that be ” I said, pausin; 
in my talk.

Styles was opening the door. Ii 
the stream of light thrown out upoi 
the steps we saw a drenched mai 
dismounting from a panting horse. Hi 
came up the steps, looking abotlt bin 
curiously, and touching his drippinf
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hat-brim. I left the doctor’s coat and 
advanced.

“Beg pardon, sir,"’ he said, “but Is 
this the place they call Mount Cha- 
vasse?”

“Yes," I returned, hastily, wonder­
ing, for therè was an odd sort of ex­
citement about him, “this is Mount 
Chavasse.”

“And is one of you gentlemen Mr.

Chavasse, sir?"

“I am. What Is it?"
"I’ve been sent to fetch you, sir,

from Bridgely Norton, and was to 
give you this.” He drew from the 
breast of his soaked jacked an enve­
lope, and held it out to me. “There 
are two other gentlemen I want to 
find too, the rector—Mr. Deeping— 
and Doctor Dizarte.”

“These gentlemen are Mr. Deeping 
and Doctor Dizarte,” I said, more as­
tonished still, holding the envelope in 
my hand unopened, while the others 
lrew a pace nearer. “Do you say 
ou were sent here?”
“Yes, sir—sent from the Miter 

Arms."
“Who sent you?”

• “A ge'ntleman , that’s been staying 
here 'for the last few days, sir. He 
vent out for a ride £o-day and had 
m accident—was thrown, and his 
horse rolled over him. They say he 
cant’ live till morning.”
, With a rush of blood to my head, 
and a sensation of singing in my 
ears which/1 can feel yet, I tore open 
the envelope and glanced over its 
contents. Written in a weak, un­
certain hand upon the rough sheet of 
paper, these were the words I read— 

“If you care for the life of your 
friend, come here to me. Bring the 
rector—bring Dizarte. No delay. 1 
shall be dead by the morning.

“RABY ST. GEORGE.”
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CHAPTER XXXIX.
Among all the hurried and exciting 

events of the last few days which it 
has fallen to my lot to chronicle, that 
journey through the pelting rain to 
Bridgely Norton stands out distinct­
ly—the rattle of the horses’ hoofs, the 
moaning of the wind, the patter qf 
the rain upon the carriage roof, the 
Splashing of the wheels through the 
thick mud and huge puddles, and the 
pale grave faces of my two compan­
ions.

It was still early in the evening 
when the wet and steaming .horses 
were pulled up before the door of the 
Mitor Arms, in the High Street of 
Bridgely Norton, and we got out. 
Shown by a civil landlord into a par­
lor to wait, we were joined after a 
few minutes by a middle-aged, good- 
humored-looking man who was evi­
dently a doctor. Old Dizarte was 
trembling so by this time that he was 
incapable of uttering a word, and I 
was not much better. We left it tc 
the rector to conduct the dbnference. 
He was the only one, in fact, who had 
the self-possession to address the 
stranger at all.

“How is Mr. St. George now?" he 
asked.

The doctor shook his head, and 
glanced at Dizarte and me.

“May I ask if he is a relative of 
either you ’ gerftlemen?v

“He is not,” the rector answered 
quickly. “You may speak quite free­
ly, sir; and, on behalf ofNnyself and 
my friends, I beg you to do so. We 
wëre given to understand that Mr. St. 
George was djrtng. Is that so?”

The doctor gravelÿ bent his head.
“I am sorry to say it is. He can no; 

possibly survive till morning—the na­
ture of his injuries forbids it. Were 
'OU told how the accident happened?’

The rector answered in the affirma 
tive. The doctor looked from him tc 
me.

“Yon are Mr. Chavasse, I think?’
“Yes."
“Then it appears to be you that hr 

most especially wishes to see. Hit 
first words on recovering conscious­
ness were to ask If his Injuries wer< 

serious. I thought it my doty to tel! 
him the truth. He then contrived tc
write tbe note which I afterward dis­
patched to you, saying that it was a 
matter of life and death that it should 
reach your hands as soon as possible 

in time, in short, for him to be able 
to speak to you and to these gentle­
men. He has been anxiously expect­
ing your arrival.

The doctor—his name was Wade, 
we found—paused.

“Is it certainly hopeless ?" the rec­
tor asked.
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“Perfectly hopeless. It is physical­
ly impossible that he can live for 
more than a few hours—twelve at 
most. Whatever he may have to say 
to you should be said quickly.”

“Is he conscious?” I asked.
“Quite. Will you come now?”
We followed him in silence, Dizarte 

holding my arm. out of the room and 
up a clean nar'row winding staircase 
Opening a door, he motioned to us tc 
advance, and we entered a room brigl; 
with the light of" fire and a shade 
lamp, and with a bed draped will 
chintz hangings, on which lay, ten 
derly covered from sight, a crushe- 
flgure.

(To be continued.)
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