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WEALTH AND PROSPERTY VERY GOOD
BUT GOOD CITIZENSHIP IS FAR BETTER

Hon. Frank Oliver, Minister of Interior, as Guest of Honor at the Ontario 
Club in Toronto, Compares the Policy of the Liberal Goverment With 
That of Former Admirristraiotns—Canada Wants People, But Wants 
Them Good—Report of Address as Published in the, Toronto Star.

 , *’t 

In- an hour's talk with the members 
of the Ontario Club at the banquet in 
Toronto last Thursday sight, Hon. 
Frank Oliver, minister of the interior, 
impressed upon his auditors the im
mense.developraeat of the West under 
the Laurier government, 8,000,000 acres 
of laud leaping in value from $3 to 
$11 per acre in 20 years ; the saving 
of the, land for the healthy and will
ing homesteader rather than for the 
spoiling speculator; and the intelli
gent discrimination, needed in the 
class of immigrant admitted to the 
West.

“It is our land pqlicy, rather than 
our agents and our advertising, that 
make the wektt»a.t immigration the 
success" it is,” . hé " declared, arid, 
again, he echoed gravely, “I think 
wealth and prosperity are good things, 
but I think good citizenship is better 
than, .either, wealth or prosperity." 
Somehow ope could not help feeling 
mightily- impressed that he was 
never more in earnest in his life than 
when he gave utterance to this senti
ment on good citizenship. One could 
tell he had it properly weighed. It 
was in some measure a reiteration of 
his expression before the Canadian 
Club in the afternoon, when he argu
ed that the West was producing the 
Canadian-Imperialistic sentiment. He 
saw no difference “between the two, 
and thus hyphenated them.

The Hon. Frank Oliver is not noted 
for his impassioned oratory, and his 
address 'was just like a club talk, a 
grave talk over a grave proposition 
between men.

Discrimination in Immigration.
When, therefore, he says anything 

it is in order to listen, and his de
claration that “ it is now a question 
of getting people rather than a ques
tion of keeping them out,” gave food 
for thought.

"It is our hardest proposition,” he 
went on, speaking as minister of the 
interior, ' "that we ask all the world 
to settle here and then meet them at 
the port and turn part of them back.”
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CANADA CAN RAISE
ENOUGH CITY DWELLERS.

Men for the Land is What the ;*j 
Country Needs to Bring in * 
Says Hon. Frank Oliver. * .

*
“It is not the policy of the * 

Liberal government to induce * 
other- competing industries to * 
come to Canada. The transpor- *i 
tation companies may bring * 
thousands of people over here * 
who pay their passage, but in * 
this case we claim the right, * 
nay, it is our duty to see that *

* such immigrante ^re possessed" j*T
* of the proper desirability, and, *
* that by their influx thé stand- * 
1*1 ard of Canada’s citizenship is *

not lowered. We draw the dis *

*********************
That is straightforward remarks 

were appreciated was evidenced from 
the many kind things said of him by 
M. 3. Haney, president of the club, 
and Alderman T. Phelan, which sand
wiched his talk.

Alderman Phelan Utters Welcome.
Upon Alderman T. Phelan devolved 

the duty of introducing the speaker 
of the evening, and he relished the 
task, he said :

“It is an honor to propose the 
health of the man who has the res
ponsibility "of looking after that very 
important department, the Depart
ment of the Interior, and who dis
charges those responsibilities with 
.such distinct success as does the Min
ister of the Interior, the Hon. Frank 
Oliver. The department looms hp in 
the public eye very much, coming in
to contact as it does with such import
ant things as the Dominion lands and 
mines, the Yukon, and the Northwest 
Mounted Police. There was a time 
when the department was à minor 
one. Now the responsibilities have 
increased, and evidence what has been 
accomplished has been through the 
energetic, progressive and statesman
like policy of the Minister of the 
Interior and that of Hon. Clifford 
Sifton, who preceded him. "We see 
him as a democratic, breezy westerner, 
but we have, not forgottqn that he was 
born in the province of Ontario, in 
the County of Peel. The call of the 
western prairie came early to Mr. 
Oliver, and he went to the west taking 
with,him as his chief assets an abun
dance of energy:

“The country has grown relatively 
with the circulation of the Edmonton 
Bulletin, of which he was the editor 
and proprietor. After that 25 years 
of distinguished service and public

“It is perhaps in connection with 
Mr. Oliver’s polify qp ,fh«r question 
of immigration that he"is best known, 
and that policy has been one of Bri
tish preference-

“Gentlemen, it is an important de
partment of the government ; it is the 
one which is in the closest and most 
intimate contact with the two chief 
assets of the Dominion of Canada, the 
great prairies of the West as a de
velopment ‘country ' and the great 
wheat fields., I feel that we can with 
confidence place these two great as
sets in the hands of the hon. minister 
of the interior.'1"

Mr. Oliver’s Address.
“Gentleman, pi the Ontario Club 

and members of the government,” 
said Hon. Mr. 'Oliver, "it was with a 
great deal tf pleature-that I received- 
your invitation as a representative of 
the Libéral government of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier to meet you here tonight. I

*l*t************ ****** 
* * 
i*l TODAY THE LAND IS *
*■ FOR THE HOMESTEADER. *
* *
* Hon. Frpnk/Giitanto the On- *
* tario club’: "In previous days *1
* there was a distinct division *
* between the homesteader and * 
1*1 the speculator and that divi- * 
*. sfieki tuïne|l dill greatly to the *
* advantage - of the- speculator *
* and with- Corresponding detri- i*|
* ment to the homesteader. To- *
* day the policy that all is for * 

1*1 the homesteader follows. The *
* man witj). the. two strong arms, *
* thé atatershination to risk his *
* time, hte labor, and his' life j*l
* in the field "wfilch today he *
* knows lies before him and in * 
1*1 which he will be rewarded. *
* And there is nothing in the *
* Great North-West which is too *
* good for him.” j*|
*
*i*|******************

feel -the great responsibility, and 
though'rit is wit h much pleasure that 
I respond, I feel that I am not fully 
capable of,; dfccharging this responsi
bility as it' ehould be done.

‘lAllow me to congratulate you on 
Ibehalf of the government on the -beau
tiful quarters you have and upon the 
great deal of success with which it 
has met during the course of its short 
life. I can only wish the club and 
its members everyf success, and hope 
and believe, that its purpose will be 
served to the interests of the party 
and tile benefit of the government. 
(Applause.) It is not the place for 
me to regret the statement made by 
the proposer in giving his toast, in re
gard to the importance of the depart
ment over which I have been called to 
preside. But there is one statement 
which I wish to*correct, and that is 
with reference to the great Northwest 
Mounted . Police. The Mounted 
Policé do not.come under our juris- 
didtidnl Beit in" order to compensate. 
I would say that we are still in charge 
of the Indians.

"As" far as duty and responsibility 
balance up, I fear I am still on the 
wrong side. As far as this club is 
concerned, it is to some extent a col
lection of gentlemen who arg of Liberal 
views. They believe in Liberal prin
ciples, that Liberal principles are the 
best for the government of this Do
minion, and that these principles are 
put in practice by the government of 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

“It will be my. plan tonight to show 
that the application of these by the 
government is for the good of the 
country, and that the government 
Shakes no mistake in applying them. 

Some Liberal Principles.
"Fiait, ,as it applies to the work of 

this Interior Department. Mr. Phe
lan has said that itx relates to the land 
and the people, and I don’t know that

tincSoa .bet.iK.quj. file AiauftllX. _u. is any harm if we make a few com- 
dweller and the city dweller. ' ' *
We believe we can raise all thé 
city dwellers in Canada.”

parisons, showing first that Liberal 
principles are best, and that they work 
out best- to the land and the people. 
I must not take up time to show that 
the land and immigration policy of 
this government has been a success— 
that is, I believe, generally admitted.

"The measure of prosperity and the 
measure of business success was never 
even attained before, or, I might say, 
it was mever hoped for, or at least it 
was never expected before. Now, 
Canada was just as big thirty ■years 
ago as it is today. Whatever advan
tages it haa.of nature, it had then as 
it has- now. Tnt» difference between 
then and now ie that the advantages 
which nature gave have been turned 

ftp account toy the advent of the people 
to the land. The land which lay idle 
in the West thirty years ago, which 
produced nothing, and was a bill of 
expense, is today, by reason of its pro
duction, a great factor in the pros
perity and success of this Dominion 
from one end to the other.

“This land did not become produc
tive of its own accord. People and 
the labor of people were necessary to 
make it, productive. It is under the 
policy and legislation of the Liberal 
government that the people have been 
secured and have applied their labor 
to the land, that they have been 
brought out to that land, hitherto 
Waste, from year to year, until now 
they pour in, in increasing, and ever 
increasing, and in rapidly increasing 
streams. The difference between the 
policy of our political opponents, 

•when the responsibility rested upon 
them, and the policy, of the govern
ment of today, was that our opponents 
ift some way believed the land could 
be made productive without the peo- 

(ple.
Money for Development.

“That is by the application of 
money the land could be made produc
tive. Their policy shaped itself into 
that view. The policy of the Liberal 
government took the stand that it was 
people who. were necessary to make 
the land productive. The Conserva
tive policy shaped itself into the view 
that it was necessary to secure the 
introduction of capital, while on the 
other hand the policy of the Liberal 
government was for the introduction 
of people into the great Western Can
ada. In what way, then, did the two 
policies differ? .Both offered land free 
to settlers. They did, and they did 
not. While the policy of the Con
servative government was to offer free 
land1 to .settlers, it was also their 
policy to offer land to the investor, 
or, as we say today, to the speculator. 
These two .policies did not run well 
together under that administration, 
nor would they run well together un
der any administration. The policy 
of the Conservative government with 
respfect to the land grant situation 
was Wrong; the policy of the present 

f Liberal government is right. On the 
one hand the result is failure, on the 
other hand, in our case, the result is 
success. In case you are asked, why

you are members and supporters of 
the Liberal government, these reasons 
will give you good, substantial, tan 
gible explanations , to those question
ers as to just why you are followers 
of that government.

I will not enlarge more than to say 
that during the period in office of the 
Conservative party the. administration 
of the land problem was demonstrat 
ed in the handing over to the railway 
companies as many acres of land as 
the policy of the Conservative govern 
ment between the periods of 1876 
and 1896, and the Liberal government 
during more than half of ite term ol 
office has been able to give away tc 
homesteaders.”

A Vast Heritage.
“They gave away to the railway 

companies in a period of 18 years 
more than they, their predecessors 
and successors, gave away in a mat
ter of 26 years. More than this, they 
gave away 31,000,000 acres, and had 
they continued that policy up to the 
present they would have given away 
56,000,000 acres as a bonus to those 
who would build railways. Had that 
policy not been followed that land 
today would have been subject to in
vestment instead oî being to the ad 
vantage of the railways. Half of thi 
whole of the prairie provinces was 
placed under reservation to be hand
ed over to the railways or to whoever 
it was pleased to hand it to. That 
was the spirit of that administration.

“In Parliament during these days 
the Liberal party put. itself on record 
by voting that none of the public 
lands should divolve into private 
hands except when the men cultivate 
them, and only in that proportion 
whiefi can be cultivated. That was 
opposed by the Conservative party of 
that day. Please bear that in mind 
when told there is no difference in 
the policies of the parties at that 
time. It was not the policy of the 
Conservative party. Wheti the Lib 
eral party came into power they had 
to discharge the obligations of their
******************** 
*
* HOW THE HERITAGE
* HAS BEEN TAKEN UP.
*

1*1 Hon. Frank Oliver to the
* Ontario club: "The measure
* of prosperity and the measure
* of (business success was never
* even attained before, or, I
* might say, it was never hoped 
1*1 for, or at least it was never
* expected before. Now, Canada
* was just as big thirty years ago
* as it is today. ,Whatever ad-
* vantages it has of nature it
* had them as it has now. The 
1*1 différence between then and
* now is that the advantages
* which nature gave have been
* turned to account by the ad-
* vent of the people to the land.
* The land which lay idle in 
i*l the West thirty years ago,
* • which produced nothing and
* was a bill of expense, is today
* by reason of its production a
* great 'factor in the prosperity
* and success of this Dominion 
I*! from one end to the other.”
**l*|******************
predecessors. The land grants made 
to railway companies had to be 
protected to earn those grants. As 
it was administrated when the com
panies could not earn, the grant was 
cancelled.

“As soon as all obligations had 
been discharged so thaï, there would 
be no breach of faith, for the Liberal 
party is not an enemy of capital, up
on the statute book was placed an 
amended Land Act, which threw 
every acre then unappropriated in the 
three prairie provinces available to 
free entry by the first man at the 
counter. In order to empfiasize the 
position, and I can put it to the test 
at any moment you wish—I suppose 
there are men of money, of wealth, 
who are friends of the Liberal govern 
ment here—if you would have no ob 
jection to investing in limited degree 
in the Northwest lands, I say to these 
gentlemen : ‘Call at any of the Do
minion land offices at Ottawa or 
throughout the Northwest with all 
the money they have got. I defy 
them to buy one acre with it.

The Liberal Poliçy.
“The policy of the Liberal govern

ment is that all the land we have to 
give is to be=.given to the man who 
will use it, and that not an acre is 
to be sold for the sake of the money 
it will bring from the investor. That 
is a fact, and' the spirit of administra
tion follows the fact. In previous
days there was a distinct division be
tween the homesteader . and the
speculator and that division
turned out greatly to the 
advantage of the speculator
the homesteader. Today the policy 
that all is for the homesteader fol
lows. The man with the two strong 
arms, the determination to risk his 
time, his labor, and his life in the 
field which today he knows lies be
fore him and in which he will be re
warded- And there is nothing in the 
Great North-west which is too good 
for him. It is not his by favor, but 
by right. He is not here to ask favors 
The land is his if he wants it, on the 
one condition that he will use it. The 
North-West is today attracting peo
ple from all the world as is no other 
country in the whole world, or as no 
other country has ever done. There 
can be no effect without a cause, and

thousands of people waiting^on the 
border ready to rush in and take it 
jp, and doubtless many of you won
dered why our lands were not opened 
up when there was. such a demand in 
the United States.
-“Today you can see an Oklahoma 

boom in- the West any day. Only re
cently, when a large area of land -t 
Lethbridge was opened up 1,000 men 
waited at. the land office from Satur
day night until Monday. Could that 
have occurred' if the best of the land 
had. been given to some one else )*'

*i*i****************** 
* *
* NOT AN ACRE SOLD FOR *
* SAKE OF WHAT IT BRINGS. *
k *
* It was not part of the Lib- |*l 
k oral policy to" get people to *
* come so this country who *
* would not assist in the devel- I*
* opment of the land resources. *
* The fact was satisfactorily * 
W established that the land and *
* immigration policies of the *
* Laurier Government have been *
* a success. |*j
k That the policy of the Lib- *
* erals has been that the land * 
*| should be given away to those *
* who would develop it and that *
* not an acre was to be sold for *
* the sake of what it would |*i
* bring. *
* The Conservatives gave away * 
*1 enormous tracts of land to rail- *
* ways and others for their pri- *
* vate benefit. *
* The unprecedented flood of |*
* immigration was due to the *
* Liberal policy of making it * 
*1 worth while for the foreigner *
* to settle in Canada. *

A|*|******************
these men did not believe they were 
getting a square deal from an honest 
Administration? They surely knew 
that the homesteader was preferred o 
the man who has money, as far as the 
administration of public lands was 
concerned, by this government of Can
ada. As I have said, the Liberal gov- 
rnmeut is no enemy of the,man of 

money, and it isn’t, The principles of 
Liberalism do not tend to ill success 
m national affairs. The principles of 
Liberalism are right in their theory 
and they are just as right in practice. 
They are good for the man who has 
only his hands, and1, they are just .is 
pood for the man who has his money 
to invest. It is an even deal • all 
round.

Results of the Policy.
“How has it worked but? The land 

given in millions of acres to railway 
companies or to investors in the days 
when that was the policy lay on the 
hands of the people to whom it was 
given. They hail a land, but they 
couldn’t work iU‘they wouldn’t work 
it, and they couldn't sell it. They 
could hold it and they did, and that, 
is all they did, and I know of my own 
personal knowledge that from 1881. 
no, from 1880, when the first of these 
land grants wa,s given, until 1900. 
How long was tfiat?”

A voice had t)he ready answer “20 
years.” .

""That land yfjps considered to he 
worth $3 an aprp in 1881, and it was 
not worth any more jn 1900. 1 will 
tell you how T "know, In 1881 there 
was a large gmopnt of scrip about. 1 
know men in Edmonton who bought 
this scrip. I kpow they were asking 
$2 because the C.P.R. was offering 
$3 and couldn’t sell it so they said. 
“We will offer it for $2.75, and they 
sold it.” ' J

“They did, and greatly to their sur
prise, they sold ’ it. That was the 
standard of the‘Daine of land in 1900. 
twenty years after the great land 
grants had been made. That was not. 
a good policy, fiut today, take the 
investor who had put money in that 
land under these conditions at that 
time; in what position does he stand5 
He stands to reap the benefit of the 
present conditions, as well as the pre 
sent homesteader. I have made statis
tical investigation and I find that, 
where ten years ago railway land sold 
at an average of $3.75 per acre, is to
day being sold at $11 and some odd 
cents per acre. In the one instance 
there is stagnation, in tne value f 
land, in the other the value has near
ly quadrupled, and this increase 
comes because of the present land 
policy of the Liberal government. The 
demand for land which arose was due 
to the great influx of people, the ex
tending cultivation of the land; tho 
one increased in value while the whole 
country derived the benefit. I do not 
needu to estimate the total increase of 
Value securing to the country. I need 
only say that <vith three millions of 
a ores of land at $3 per acre, and 
3,000,000 acres at $11 an acre, it is an 
increase in the capital value of the 
country which is vast enough, it 
seems to me, to make even the heads 
of some of your Toronto financiers 
swim. This is only one of the ad
vantages of the policy of a Liberal 
government as applied to the great 
North-western lands.

Why Given Away.
“The question arises, why have we 

given away the vast territory; whv 
have we not kept it or sold it and put 
the money in the treasury? Why jo 
we give it to anybody who cares to 
come and*ake it?

“Because we believe it is necessary 
to keep up the flow of people if we are 
going to keep up the type of prospe-- 
ity—if we are going to perpetuate or 
increase the values that have taken 
place.

“The ideal of Liberalism is to give 
every man a chance whether fie has 
money or not ,and it is in pursuance 
of this plan that it ha s scored its 
greatest triumph, and that Canada 
stands so prominently before the 
worlfi. It was the land that attracted 
the people, and it is the people that 
wake the country. 1 

“There is no policy of any govern
ment—be it Liberal or Conservative— 
that can make people emigrate, to 
bring them if they <jon’t want to come. 
The first necessity is to make condi
tions in a country that make it worth 
their while to come, and this is tfiea cause,

this condition of great demand for i strong feature of the Liberal policy, 
land, this great rush of people is not I “It isn’t so much the agents, or the 
an effect without a cause. And the < advertising. No agents or advertising 
cause is one which is expressed in the : could do any good under these condi- 
principles of Liberalism, as shown by , tiens, so that the efforts of our friends 
the policy of the Liberal• government, i the enemy, may I say of our friends

Oklahoma Every Day. ! the predecessors, in regard to iimmi- , „___ _____  _____ J, „„vl al
“Did you ever hear of the Oklahoma i gration did not result successfully be- : desert of the North American contiu-

boom, when a great area which had cause they did not provide conditions lent.
been under reservation for the Indians ..desirable for "the immigrants when ' Development Began.
in the -Southern States was given over they came. Although they sent agents i “In 1896, whether by Providence or
to settlers? If you did you heard of to England and the United States and the coming into power of the great

Europe, and spent money in advertis
ing. they were not able to get immi
grants. We have spent money, we 
have sent agents abroad, we have ad- 
vertised, and we have, immigrants.” 

Vociferations of “Hear, hear.”
“They are coming in thousands, and 

they are coming because of oui 
land policy rather than because of di
rect efforts we are putting forth in re
gard to immigration.

“Let me say that the immigrant 
question has two very different sides. 
On the one side is the desirability of 
securing new citizens for Canada, 
who will be a credit to its citizenship, 
and will help to build up a nation 
such as we wish to see. The other side 
is that we are excluding people whose 
presence in Canada would not tend to 
build, up our citizenship, and who 
would not help Canada to become a 
better country than it is even today. 
It is hard to give with one hand and 
take away with the other. It is hard 
to call upon the world to settle in 
Canada, and then meet the world »"t 
every port, and point and make our 
selection and send hack those who we 
da not think are desirable. That is 
the problem that is before the Immi
gration department of Canada today. 
It is not so much a question of get
ting. people, it is a question of keep 
ing people out to some extent.”

Situation in Toronto.
“Here in Toronto possibly more 

than anywhere else, that phase of th 
immigration policy of the Liberal 
government has been" called into ques
tion. We do not presume to distingu
ish as to the .people who shall come 
to our country on account of who or 
what their fathers- or fore-father: 
were, or where they came from or "n 
what country they have lived. But 
we do wish to distinguish between the 
man who comes- to the great country 
of ours to take advantage of the free 
offer of land grants, and the class of 
man who comes to our West, for the 
purpose of competing in other lines 
with the industries which at presen* 
exist within our borders, and in other 
walks of life than the one which is 
the -foundation of the Grêat- Western 
provinces. It is no part of our policy 
to get people here who will not assist 
in the developing of the land resour 
ces. It is not a question of tfie nation
ality, or desirability, of the immigrant 
except to the extent that he must be 
one who will do his utmost to bring 
into use the productiveness of tfie 
land tracts. Any effort that may bi 
applied to the furtherance of the 
iiand’s fruitfulness hurts nobody >n 
Canada, and it helps everybody. Ev
ery new man there and every new 
homestead opened adds to the nation’s 
wealth. He helps the farmer, the 
commercial centres, and the industrial 
conditions: For in the West tfie farm
er competes with no other class of in
dustry, he rather makes room and 
opens up the facilities for other com
mercial enterprise.se to- follow. - He 
does not confine himself to the devel
opment of land alone.

As’to Competing Industries.
“It is not the policy of the Liberal 

government to induce other competing 
industries to come to Canada. The 
transportation companies may bring 
thousands of people over here who pay 
their passage, but in this ease we 
claim the right, nay, it is our duty, to 
sec- that such immigrants are posses
sed of the proper desirability, and thaï 
by their influx the standard of Can 
ada’s citizenship is not lessened.”

“We draw the distinction between 
the country dweller and the city 
dweller. We believe we can raise ill 
thé city dwellers in Canada. There is 
always a natural flow from the coun
try to the city, but from the city to 
the. country—never. . We read about. 
it in books and papers, but it never 
happens. Just the same way as in 
the West we have increased the value 
of the land that was held in reserve 
by giving it away, so I believe it is 
our policy in administering immigra
tion affairs, to get the best people 
-who will go on the land, and we claim 
the right of a careful scrutiny < f 
those people whose presence we do not 
believe would be a desirable acquisi
tion to the country. That we have 
bteri able to secure the large number 
o- people who have come is a matter, 
i think, for congratulation.

“I am glad to have tfiis opportunity 
of stating what the government’s im
migration policy is, and to tell the 
idea we have in view so that when 
criticism is offered you will know 
what i ur object was.

Some Comoarisons.
‘ It is upon these "two points" that I 

take the liberty to ask you to draw 
de tine ions between the" policy anl 
progru-;- of the government who were 
our predecessors in the responsibility 
of the development of this great Can
adian desert, and the policy adopted 
1 y the present Liberal government. T 
want you to make comparisons be
tween tlu- two policies, and their re
sults. , I want you to say in your own 
minds, of course, whether it is no, 
someth mg m be proud of that Can
al a has achieved the present high 
standard in.'oei the leadership of the 
I.lierai government, and in the appli
cation of their principles.”

Mr. Haney's Reply.
Mr. Oliver received a warm and 

prolonged applause, and Mr. M. J. 
Haney, in replying, sketched- rapidly 
over the giant strides which the great 
Western country has made during the 
period in Which its actual growth 
came under his observation.

“In 1876,” he stated, in rising. “_T 
visited Winnipeg, and saw an Indian 
camp where now stands Portage ave
nue, within a stone’s throw 6f Main 
street. In that camp buffalo robes and 
other furs were being sold at $3 each 
to the Hudson’s Bay company, for 
they were the only people who would 
buy. The prairie was an open book. 
It was good to gaze upon it as far as 
the horizon would allow, and to say 
that it would be, a great thing if that 
vast stretch of land could-- onlv be 
made to produce. The impassion was 
that the Red River and the Assiniboia 
valley were the only tracts suitable 
for cultivation. It has been my pride 
and pleasure to have lived in the 
North-West ,and I must say that for 
twenty-five years very little develop
ment was made outside the province 
of Manitoba.

“And, in fact, there were great dis
couragements. If there was a drought 
the country was all dried up, and if j 
there was a frost the country was 1 
equally impaired, and these reports 
went abroad that Manitoba was i ■ 
great frozen country, and the great !

Liberal party—it must have been the 
policy of that party—people started to 
go West to Mooseiaw—a place until 
then unheard of—to grow grain, and 
finally No. 1 hard became known.

“Development continued. People 
wére always moving west. In fact, -n 
1878, when I was in Minnesota, people 
were going West. But such was the 
progress made after 1896 that wheat 
fields began to be developed in the 
vicinity of Regina, and in the west 
and north. The great menace that ap
peared- in the early days did not exist 
in ’98 and ’99, and it exists less novv- 
in a country of 700 miles square than 
in tfie early days, when Manitoba was 
supposed to be the wheat producing 
centre of the W.est. That these condi
tions have been brought about, and 
from my personal knowledge I feel it 
ig right, during that period of time 
since the Liberal government came 
into power and today. It must have 
been the policy of tfie government in 
inducing them to come. The railways 
had been most anxious, declaring that 
every man, woman, and child was 
worm $1,000. They were not out heri
tor their health,” he observed amid 
laughter.

“At the same time, when traveling 
from Winnipeg to Calgary, there was 
sometimes one person in the sleeping 
car, and the porter would tell you tfiat 
passengers were at a premium.

“I am sure members of this cluo 
are instructed by the information 
which the Hon. Frank Oliver has giv
en them. The policy of the Liberal 
party as laid1 down by him is almost 
a revelation. I am sure the members 
will go home and will think of what 
you have said in regard to this greit 
and most vital policy, and will be a-b'e 
to express thanks and appreciation 
for the able address delivered fiera 
this evening.

“On behalf of this club and of the 
DCoid of directors I desire to thank 
you tor the able address you have 
given, and to hope that it will be the 
first of many we may hear from your 
lips.”

What Liberals Stand By.
The Minister of the Interior, rising 

to reply, finally stated ;
“I appreciate your kind remarks and 

• fefel that if tfiepe is to he a strong 
country, there must be a good govern
ment, and if there is a good govern
ment it must -be understood to be 
appreciated, and continued. In this 
country a government lives only by 
the breath of the people, of public 
approval, and I regard this opportu 
nity of placing before you a small por
tion of the policy of a government, a 
privilege, and an advantage wfiiefi I 
hopë will,be of advantage to the coun
try as well. A party only expects the 
people to stand by it so long as it is 
in the, right for the good of the coun
try. We know Liberals would not 
support a government under any other 
conditions. They would not be Lib
erals if they did. (Applause.) And 
in this -point lies another difference be
tween the two parties. This opportu
nity of placing before you the Liberal 
policy will be greatly appreciated" by 
the government, and I thank you for 
this opoprtunity, your kindness, and 
your hospitality.”

CITY SHOULD HAVE 
MARKET BUILDING

Mayor Lee Thinks Council Should 
Have Submitted to the People 
By-law for Money Required- - 
Building is Necessary to Market 
Development.

“In my "opinion the by-law to pro

vide money for the .erection of a mar
ket -biulding should have been sufim.t- 
ted by the council along with the other 
money by-laws” said Mayor Lee this 
morning when asked whether he did 
not think the action of the council 
to be an arbitrary one in setting aside 
this by-law after the vote on the loca
tion of the building had been taken.

“The plebescite has been taken and 
the people ahve declared in favor of 
the bay market site on First street,.es 
tfie site for the building. They should 
now be given an opportunity of say
ing wfiethçr or not money is to be pro
vided for the erection of the building 
on the site which they have chosen.”

The mayor went on to say that :n 
his opinion Edmonton would not have 
a produce market worth the name 
until a suitable building to accom
modate the market trade had been 
erected.

“Whatever they may do with the 
market building” said his worship 
“the present market site must be kept 
for a city hall square. We have 
enough ground there to make a public 
square which would fie an ornament 
to any city.”

STRIKE ON NEW HAVEN ROAD

E.F.B. JOHNSTONE 
IFOR INSURGENTS

Announced That Eminent Toronto 
Counsel Will Appear Before 

Royal Commission.

SPORTING NEWS

5,000 Men Will Go Out if Demands Are 
Refused.

New Haven, Conn., Mar. 22—Only 
the personal intervention of President 
Mellen, of the New Haven road, stands 
between a strike being called by the 
Brotherhood of Ooonductors, yardmen 
and trainmen.

The result* of their strike ballot was 
made known today amd showed- that 
99 per cent?’of the yardmen and train- 
merf, who voted together, favored an 
immediate strike. A total of 3,753 votes 
were Cast-and of this number only G3 
voted against the proposed strike.

Tonight both the brotherhood offici
als refused to issue a statement re
garding the conference held this after
noon, but it was learned that President 
Mellen has made greater concessions 
than at any time since the negotia
tions were begun, although it is by 
no, means certain that the strike can 
be prevented. What will probably 
prove the final conference in the nego
tiations will be held tomorrow morn
ing in President Mellen’s office. Un
less the brotherhood officials are grant
ed their demands it is likely that the 
strike will be immediately orderecT. ,

To Build Ships at St. John, N.B.
St. John, N. B., Mar. 23.—The dry i 

dock bill now before the provincial 
legislature, -promoted by the St. John 
council, contains a clause granting a 
subsidy for ship building. The Stand
ard estimates there is some relation 
'between this 'bill and the visit to St. 
John last fall of the naval arcfiitect 
from -Scotland, director of North Eng
land shipbuilding firm.

The announcement is made that 
the so-called insurgents in the Legis
lature have engaged E. F. B. John
stone, K.C., tfie eminent -counsel, of 
Toronto, to conduct their end of the 
A. & G. W. investigation before the 
Royal Commission, which begins its 
sessions next week. Mr. Johnstone 
has a reputation that is continent, 
wide and, with his services retained, 
the insurgents will be able to make 
the best possible out of their charges 
against the administration. A case 
which has recently added to his fame 
was his successful conducting of the 
defence of the editor of the Toronto 
Globe in the libel suit brought by 
Hon. George E. Foster. With him 
it is probable that R. B. Bennett will 
be allied.

It is also announced that' W. R. 
Clark, president of the Great Water
ways Railwap, will be represented 
before the Royal Commission by H. 
A. Robson, K.C., of Winnipeg, as 
well as by a firm of Chicago lawyers.

Whether the government will be re
presented by counsel, and if, they 
are, who will be selected has not yet 
been stated.

With such an array as is promised 
of legal talent, the Legislative halls 
next week will be even more attrac
tive than during the days of the re
cent crisis.

Commission Counsel Confer.
A conference was held yesterday 

between the three judges of the Royal 
Commission to inquire into the A. & 
G. W. Railway contract, and their 
counsel, W. L. Walsh, K.C., and L. 
M. Johnstone, Lethbridge. The de
tails of the investigation were gone 
into, but no definite line of proceedure 
has yet been arrived at, pending the 
counsel’s examination of the facts 
that have come up in the parliamen
tary discussion.

Counsel Will Present Evidence.
It hfs been decided, however, that 

the counsel will get all the informa
tion possible to place before the com
mission and the enquiry will have 
the widest possible scope. Any per
sons having information will be al
lowed to give evidence, and all par
ties who wish will be ’ represented by 
counsel, if such is, in the opinion ol 
the commissioners, necessary.

It is expected that practically all 
the evidence will -be produced by the 
counsel of the commission. Their 
witnesses will be subject to cross- 
examination by all the other counsel 
if such is desired.

Speaking to the Bulletin, Mr. 
Walsh wished it to be made clear 
that all counsel may conduct their 
own cross-examination and not 
through tfie commission counsel, as 
some had thought.

Outside Evidence Necessary.
The commission are desirous of 

securing evidence from ■ parties out
side the province, -but these cannot 
be forced to come here- Unless they 
come of their own free will they will 
not be available. It is expected, 
however, that all the parties whom 
the commission desire to hear , will 
come to Edmonton.

When the case will proceed, after 
the opening next Tuesday morning, 
has not yet been decided. If the 
commission counsel have their ease 
ready for presentation it will be taken 
up. Otherwise there may be another 
adjournment for a few days.

FRENCH FEMINIST LEADER

Mme Durand Addresses Large Audi
ence in Paris—Candidate for
Chamber.

Paris, -Mar. 24.—Mme Durand, lead
er of the French feminists, made a 
witty speech to a large audience, of 
which two thirds were" men, in con
nection with the coming elections, in 
which she is one of several candidates 
for the chamber of deputies.

Her program as defined in her 
speech includes reform of the divorce _ 
laws, huinanitizing of the prison sys
tem by the appointing of female in
spectors, the prohibition of the sale 
of absynthe, and suppression of all 
forms of gambling.

She expressed admiration for the 
courage of the English militant suf
fragettes, but deplored their methods. 
Women’s worst enemies in politics, 
she said, were the women themselves. 
The modern women, she added, spent 
their time in seeking husbands, try
ing to abolish corsets and other simi
lar insane occupations.

WINTER FAIR AT REGINA

Contestants in Clyde Judging Con
test Pick the Heavy Horse.

Regina, Sask., Mar, 23.—The second 
day of tfie Saskatchewan winter fair 
opened in weather which looked some
what threatening. Rain actually be
gan to fall at noon .and continued all 
the afternoon. However, the attend
ance improved over the first day, anil 
the proceedings developed both inter
est and enthusiasm. The heavy horses 
judging competition brought out a 
class of about a dozen young men who 
were on hand to select the best type 
of Clydesdale from a bunch of young 
stallions. The fact that the first, 
-choice of the majority of the boys con
flicted with the decision of the judge. 
Robert Ness, resulted in a warm dis
cussion, and much merriment among 
the spectators. The boys were at
tracted by the fine body of their 
choice, a sturdy youngster owned by 
Mutch Bros., but Mr. Ness pointed out 
that his feet were inferior.

C.N.R. Earnings Show Big Increase.
Toronto, Ont., Mar. 23.—The gross 

earnings of the Canadian Northern 
railway for the week ending March 
21, is $221,500,‘an increase of $52,000 
over tfie corresponding period last, 
year. The earnings froip the first uf 
July last to March 21 were $81,887.- 
700, an increase o* $ l ,766,000 over th - 
corresponding period of the former 
year.

FOOTBALL.
■(Saturday’s Daily.)

NORTH EDMONTON VS. Y.M.C..

The weather man was kind again 
the football enthusiasts yesterday af 
noon, and nothing belter could il 
been had for the opening of the' foot! 
season in ' Edmonton. At 5 o'clbc-k I 
Y.M.G.A." and North Edmonton te| 
lined up in North Edmonton for 
first game of the season, and as the 
took their positions on the field lit tool 
-as if the North Er.ders were out 
the trig mit to win the game, as 
would average at least 15 pounds hea\| 
than their opponents the Y's, and 
their * uniforms looked to bo in g<| 
shape to begin the season, but. it i: 
safe to make any rash “bets when „ 
i s line up, as they are generally ih| 
with the goods, and . the,spectators", 
hardly settled down to the fact that 
game was on when the pigskin was s 
to float through the North Enders g<| 
L" jyd, the clever left forward of 

."Vs was the man who did the deed.
Nothing was doing for the balance 

the first part of the game, although 
times the game was fast. It was piai: 
apparent" that it will take several gail 
before the teams will be in good playf 

. condition. The Y.M.C.A. men showed [ 
effect of their gymnasium training.

After half time the Northerners ..- 
.at it determinedly, and in throe minul 
".-after play was called they made a hi 
liant rush and Capt. Graham scored. 11 
fifteen minutes it looked as if the gal 
would result in a tie. but toward t| 
finish "the better conditions of the- "w 
told, and in the last ten minutes goj 
were scored by Tompkins and Lloydd 
at full time the game, stood three to 
in favor of the Y.M.C.A.

Y.M.C.A. Goal . N. Edmont
Pye

Backs ■
Woo dm

Short* Blii
Allen

Half-Backs
Newa

Dykes Be
Jennings Griex
Stockdale

Forwards
Tow

Dykes Ritch
Tompkins Graha
Crews Shark
Nicholson Wils
Lloyd Mant

THE RING.
KETCH EL MEETS KLAUS.

Pittsburg, Pa., March 23.—Before t| 
largest house that ever saw a fight 
Pennsylvania west of the Allegheny moul 
tains, Stanley Ketchel and Frank Klae 
fought a six-round draw at Duquesm 
Garden tonight. The. Michigander, hi 
little to boast of at the end of the boni 
since Klaus kept. him busy .all the timf 
and both men were puffing hard at ibl 
finish. It is hard to say, if a decisiol 
could have been made at the.end of til 
fight, so evenly were the men matchcf 
While Ketchel perhaps did the more Je 
ing, Klaus landed very often, and harifl 
in fact,- there were times when Ketchq 
was holding on grimly.

After the fight, Ketchel said that Klatl 
was one of the most promising figlîtërl 
he had met,

“That fellow will be heard. from..
Ho has an awful punch and is not afrai| 
to start,” said Ketchel.

JIMMY POTTS WINS BOUT.
Calgary, March - 25.—In a. fifteen rounl 

contest yesterday a t Calgary Jimml 
Potts won the decision in a contest whicll 
was a cleverone, and at times almost ro<| 
clever .to suit thç fans. - Morse was verl 

' clever at blocking and blocked all tllfj 
haymakers punches -that were directed tol 
wards him, but did very little fightingj 
There was a good preliminary. The coni 
test was pulled off under the auspices d| 
the Fairmont. Athletic Club, and ■ wa 
held in an open arena outside of . thJ 
city limits. There are several challenge! 
in and there may be something more dol 
ing for Potts.

JEFF THE ATHLETE NOW.
Los Angeles, Cal., March 25. —- Jii 

J elf ries, returned from the mountains, leaii 
lank and active, ready, according to hil 
own frank statement, to fight within thl 
next three weeks. To those who wonderl 
ed at the white champion's good" physical 
condition and appearance a few weckl 
ago, his present condition would, appeal 
little short of marvellous.

Ail traces of Jeff “the good fellow,"I 
have disappeared. It is Jeff the athletl 
that shakes hands with his friends noil 
and from his boyish looks these samJ 
friends can almost believe that the Jen 
fries of seven or eight "years ago is hcr| 
again.

TICKETS SELLING (OR FI
Pittsburg, March 25.—Tickets f 

Jeff-Johnson fight in July at 
reached Pittsburg today, and thi 
a rush, for them. The wary Pitts 
figured that there? might be spec 
later, and there were more than 5- 
sibly 1,000 of the $5 seats sold he 
sold to those who intend really 
to the fight. ,

It has been settled behind- club c 
almost every exclusive clgb of P 
I fiat there will be a good represi 
of the clubs at the ringside, thoi 
most cases those going from thes 
clubs will not want ik made ktiov 
holy.

.At luncheon in the Pittsburg C 
afternoon it was told that, fight 
“*d reached Pittsburg, arid ther 
something like a.stampede.

A quick poll was taken, and 
servant rushed out to buv fifty-th 

*, J. '• all in one block, for mend 
this club. "These tickets will be 1 
members only, and will be sold < 
the cost prioe. $5.

Another club took 20» tickets 
section, and ' from present 

,]nhs the way of the ticket spectil
1 tsburg will be- rough when ill 

draws near.
One city official took fortv ti.kc 

sent an order to all heads of d^pa 
aU' employes of the city wa* 

go.to the fight could get "tickets fi
st cost price.

FOOTBALL. 
ENGLISH FOOTBALL 

Canadian Associated Press. 
London, March 25—The 

he results c.f games played 
Football leagues :

First League. 
Astonville 4, Middlesbrou 
Blackburn B. 2. Notts C 
Bradford Citv 2, Sheffiel 0. -
Manchester United 2, Bvi- 
Newcastle United 1. Wc* 
Nottingham Forest 0, Prc

Fully nine out of every ten ci 
rheumatism is simply rheumatism 
nruscles due to cold or damp, or c 
rheumatism, neither of whit h r< 
&ny internal treatment. All t 
*&eded to ,afford relief is tire fr 
Jication of Chamberlain's Lin 

*lve it a trial. You are <ert;iin 
pleased with the quick relief wl 
«Tords. Sold by all dealers.


