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ﬁ SPEEOH mu THRONE

Several Significant mnbslens—cmmt Warned That Op-
 position Will not Swallow Measures lnmduced

&

atEmlor

Toronto, Jan. 9.—The Ontario Lec-
jslature c4n now get down to business,
he 'address was this afternoon dis-
od of and on Monday the House
| commence work in earnest. -
THE DATE OF THE ELECTIONS
At the ‘conclusion of the debate to-
«day Mr. W‘hﬁne'y said different sug-
gestions had been thrown out as to
the dute of the general election. Some
of the papers of both parties had
sabd it would take place immediately
after the session. He wanted to know
if the Premier could say anything.
April and May, he argued, were im-
bproper months for a general election.
ﬂn Premier replied that the question
bad not yet been disposed of by his
leagues and be could not say any-
defihite. Perbaps at a later
age in the session e might be able
make an announcement.
THE RATLWAY GRANTS.

Mr. Whitney said the Opposition
had no intention of unnecessarily pro-
fonging the session, but he suggested
that the railwway grants be brought
down early, for the Opposition had
made wp its mind that it would pass
no more grants in the last 48 hours of
the session for schemes in regard to
which they had been given no time to
make investigation. The length of the
session also depended om the nature
of the bidll which the Govennment in-
troduced to imcrense¢ the representa-
tion of the House.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.

Mr. Gross (Welland), in moving the
address im reply to the speech from
the throne, expressed the view that if | |
Canadians were badly governed it was
their own fault. The patural fault of
Canadiaps was that they were (00

i ic and too much giv to
grumbling. Dealing with the deVelop-
ment of New Ontario, he said the
Niagara peninsula was finding a mar-
ket for fruit there. In his constitu-
ency they had obe of the seven won-
ders of the world, Niagara Falls, and
they would shortly have the eighth.
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SUBMIT IT
That is What Premier Roblin

I.itends to do With Manitoba
“~  Prohibition Act.

Winnipeg, Man. Jan. 9.—-Mr. Rob-
lin stated this morning that the Gov-
crnment should and would hold a re-

(uﬁ-h:- on the puttingg inte force
the Liguor Act. “That is what
thwm thinks alse,”

led up to that

said

canclusion, and 1 was so understoad

b--r
Roblin's gttutm was called
to H-

y to the
imporatuce of -cno. by Ontarie. *I
believe what Isaid dthi-urt-ate
of co-operation,” be replied, “and the

| action Ontario takes, will have a

great effect in facilitating or other-
wise the a&: of ‘:h Act in

ario t
take action, it would be in'otr:hu‘:

, but (his hifhdicap would be reane-

Session, ~

{_that the Goverament would not redis-

tribute the seats so s to confer an
unfair- party advantage in any other |
portion of the province. Hear, hear.
He noticéd that no illusion had been
made in tbe debate to the North Wa-
terloo and West. Elgin election iniqui-
ties. Liberal laughter. Honorable gen-
tlemen opposite did not like to hear
about thisx, but the Opposition would
never be silent so long as the perpe-
trators of these crimes remaimed un-
punished. Loud cheers. Mr. Whid-
ney noticed the absence of any refer-
ence in the speech to the remarkable
occurrences in West Elgin and Water-
loo. Opposition applause. Jeers
from the Government side. The Gov-
ernment, bowever, might as well make
up their minds that until the great
wrong which bad been done—and the
ministers would do themselves greatly
more credit if they treated it in a mote
serious manmer—until something had
been done to efface the marks of dis-
grace om the political history of the
pravince,  the perpetrators of which
had been protecied and shielded by
gentliemen opposite, the Opposition in
this House would never be silent on
that question on every possible occa-
sion. Mr. Whitney resumed his seat
amid loud applause.
on. G. W. Ross, at the outset,

or unofficial communication from the
Minister of Justice that the Act pass-
ed t ‘session extenting the life of
Parliament was unconstitutional. He
(Mr. Ross)had taken pains to enquire
into the question of constitutionality,
and had consulted Sir Jobn Bourinot,
who had réplied that the Act was ia
no sense at variance with safe con-
stitutional @overnment. The Premier,
continuing, said the Ontario cash bal-
ance this year would be nearly half
a million dollars greater than cash
balance of last year. They had
cash balance last year, while nowit
was $1,300,000. But if the Opposition
had had their way there would be ®o
cash balance. The Oppesition, for in-
stance, had endeavored to have cut in
two revenues from the succession dut-
jes. Had the Opposition's policy been
followed the Government would have
tad no money for good roads, for the
bounty on sugai, for the development
of New Ontario. Tbh» Government
may not have been successful in hav-
ing Canadian nickel used by the Brit-
ish udnnrully but theéy had been sue-
o in drawing attention to the
vast nickel deposits of this country,

died by power to generate electricity.
’ laf described minwiely the great elec-
| trical power works oo the
| side of the Falls, and claimed

rlﬂuﬂo bad no coul within her bord-
s
I

that

| the experiment there would enable a |

| similar antenprise to be established on |
| the Camadian side with ga relatively
| smaller outlay of capital. Al
present rate of progress the power
generated at Niagara would within 10
years turn every wheel in Tovonto
and other cities of the Province. In
connection with this development, he
advocated the promotion of techmical
education. As  to prohibition there
were two questions. Shoubd the Legis-
lature enact and put im foree a pro-
hibitory baw or should there be a
referenduom ! This paised the further
question us to whether there should
be compensation for those in the
liquor busimess, In uny event the is-
sue was mn important one and should
not be made s palitical foot ball. I
liope the comimg provimcial campaign
will be short and decisive,” concluded
Mr. Gross. “Let us hope it will be a
¢lean and hones' one.” “Hear, hear,”
from the Opposit.ion benches.

Mr. Mutrie (Weldlington), seconded
Jhe address

Mr. Whitney was greeted with pro-
longed applause by the Opposition
members He begam by asking why
po reason had been given for ¢ llhnﬂ
the Legislature together at so imeon-"
venient a period of the year. Was it
adesire to avoid the consequences of
the fearful and wonderful legislation
passed lasi session for the purpose of
prolonging the life of the Legislature?
Heat, hear. He believed it was, and
he thought the Mimister of Justice of
Canada deserved the thanks. of the
people of the Domimion for notifying
the Government of Ontario that its
bill was simply a monst rous altempt
to defy the provisiens of the British
North Ameriea Act. Opposition
cheers. As to the aid remdered the
mot her coumtry, he was sorry fthat
any contingent had been sent collect
on delivery. Mr. Whiimey took up the
various poimts of the -official pro-
gramme put forward by the Ross
Government —the development of the
nickel industry for British maval pur-
poses, the establishment of a dressed
beef indusiry, the cold stomage and the
draipage schemes and the develop-
ment of New Ontario. He took them
up seriatim and showed they all had
practically fallen to the ground. Mr.
Gross, he said, had referred to an
election in West Huron since the last
session. Why no mention of the elec-
tion in London and its causes ! Heéar,
hear. As to the dressed beefl indus-
try., the Minister of Agrieuiture had
taken a way of showing that Ontario
was not the place for it, but that
North Dakota was. Hear, hear, He
stored the provineinl secretary for sit-
ting sident on the platform from which'
the member for Lambtos de-
nounced the Minister of Agrieulture
and said no parallel for if could be
found in any econstitutional oonltty
He agreed with the veferences io the
econst ruetion of a rallway from Nerth
muomm ‘and to the neces-

: | veloped to an enmormous extent.
American |

the |

and they had got the nickel mines de-
And
then as to culd storage, the Govern-
F ment had succeeded in drawign the at-
tention of the eountry to the advan-
tages of cold storage. A British re-
mount station had not been establish-
ed in Ontario, but the action of the
Government had been responsible to
some extent for the fact that 8,000
horses had been purchased in the Do-
minion for the Imperial army. As to
Mr; Dryden's Dakota ranch, he had yet
tolearn that It was an offence agaimst
any law for a man to invest his moncy
in an enterprise in another country.
If that weve the case than the Ameri-
cans had greatly sinned in investing
money in our nickel mines. They
would find offenders all through the
city of Toronto. Referring to the
scrap iror bungle, Mr. Ross said the
intentions of the Government last ses-
sion were honesi. They wanted to
abolish the serap iron assessment, and
they did not know yet that they had
failed— judges differed. lf they had
failed they would try aga'm; if they
had succeeded and the law stood the
test of the court of appeal,-the deed
was done, thanks to the assistance of
the Municipal Assoeiation of Ontario,
whose recommendation had been fol-
lowed, when the Goverrment passed
the net last session. '“This Govern-
ment will never be convieted of false
pretences,” said Mr. Ross, and the Op-
position launghed. The Premier assert-
ed that the Omtario Government had
done more to investigate election cor-
ruption and punsh offendérs than any
government in {he history of the eoun-
try. The scréeam of corrupt practices
had lost its foree. Simoe 1898 there had

an and, The
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pied that he had received any ol(u‘ds i

000"

been nnmy-tu: by«loetu-s and the
Government had carried seventeen—

four of them b5y scclamation. The
electorate ovruy believed that they
were more likely to got honest elec~
tions under a Liberal regime than un~
der opposite.

The address was thea adopted and
the House adjourned until Monday.

———
THE WALLA-WALLA DIS3STER.

San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 9.—The of-
icial investigation :into the cause of
collision between the steamer
*Walla and the Fremch bark
Max, off ape Mendocing, last Thurs-
day was commenced to-day before Lthe
local inspectors. Capt. Benoist, of the
Max, submitied a written statement
to the effect that at the time of the ac-
cident his mate was on wateh. There
was no fog. The lookout reported the
lights of a steamer on the starboard
bow. The mabe thereupon notified
him, and he went upon deck, and see-
ing the light of Cape Mendocine and
those of the steamer he went into his
cabin to dress. While he was so en-
gaged the oollision occurred. The
lights of ' his. room were burning
brightly. Immediately after the
steamer was struck he rushed on
deck. As the forepart of the ship was
filling rapidly he was too busy im
issuing orders for the closing of the
compartments to pay any atiention to
the other vessel. He ordered a torch
lit to show the steamer where he was,
but not seeing anything of the latter
15 minutes after the accident he con-
cluded that she had proceeded.
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