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DAY SCIHOOL.,

VI. Ferbuary
chooses the

true

I.esson
Ruth
1-22,
Commentary.—I, Itemoval to Moab
tvs. 1-5). We are not told at what
time during the period of the judges
Elimelech and hLis family left Canaan
for Moab, It has been thought by many
that it might have been during the
years in which the Midianites were
overrunning the: land of Israel and
robbing the people of their produce.
There may have been a famine be-
‘ause of long-continued drought. It is
‘iear, however, that scarcity of food
tad thls faml consisting of Elimel-
«h, Naomi, Lis wife, and their sons,
‘ldnlon and Chilion, to seek better
‘opditions ir land of Moab. The
en years Sj Naomi there were
fail of distre Kperiences. Her
tusband die sons Iarried wo-
men of Moal, ar the sons died,
i»aving her alone with her two daugh-
ters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, Jews are
‘lisposed to cousider the afflictions
that came to this family in the light
? punishmen:, inflicted upon them
for leaving tlie land of Israel and go-
:ng into a heathien countrr, and for
atermarrying th people of another
“dee and religion. However this may
92, we have the assurance that the
f.ord, by a pe ar train of providen-
28, brought high onor to Ruth be-
cause of her choosing to live and die
imong God ople,

II. The return
3o arose —

1915.

God.—Ruth
1

6-10). 6. Them
aomi, after living in
tihe land of Moab ten years, decided
‘s return to. her former home. This
~as Bethlehem, called Bethlehem- Ju-
Jdah, ag distingnishing it from the Beth-
ichem in Zebulun. The . country of
Meab—This was a region forty* or
Tty miles from north to south, and
venty miles from cast to west, lying
ast of the territory occupied by the
rribes of Israe!, 2o had heard— As
‘1ere was not. much {ntercourse be-
tween Israecl and onutside nations, it
vas probably some time after there
~ame to be plenty in Israel before the
‘ows. reached Naomi, Giving them
read—Ackzowledgment  is here de-
outly made tn God for the prosperity
1at Israel was enjoying, 7. They went
'm the way to return-—Naomi and her
laughters-in-! , Orpah and Ruth, set
Mt together the way to Hm'lan'l
7 Judah; Orpali and Ruth were going
with Naom{ to %eep hier company. for
4 part of the distance, out of respoet
1id love for hor. S, Naomi said 0,
return—The had come, as Naoini
tought, for *i to part. She was
‘aving the lace where her loved
mmes had died, and now she must bid
er loving daughters-in-law farewell,
10 go on alone. She thought they would
e better off t; remain in their own
iand and among their  own veople,
than to go into the land of Israel, for'
‘or she well knew the attitude of the
[sraelites to I people of other na-
tions, Hacl er mother’s house
To the mother is (-'\wn the  special
vare of the The Lord deal
Kindly with Naomi would dis-
‘niss her lov cnes with an earnest
and humble praver, As ye have dealt
with the dea { with me—Naomi
Aid a higu e s in tnese woras to
‘e character and conduct of her
faughters-in-iaw. approved of
‘heir treatmern: sons and of
orself,
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my people—Ruth severed forever her
connection with her country and peo-
Dle, for she had found a bétter people
and a better country. Thy God my
God—This was an expression of her
determination to love and serve the
true God alone. 17. There will 1 be
buried—The choice Ruth made was
to be in force to the end of life, It
was not an experiment with Ler. It
meant everything to her to make the

choice and she would never go back'

from what she had decided. 13, Sted-
fastly minded—Naomi was convinced
that Ruth’s choice was fully wade and
further argument and entreaty were
useless, therefore she said no more
against her goinz with her.

1V. Arrival at Bethlehem (vs. 14 s
The arrival of Naomi and Ruth in the
city was soon generally known. The
acquaintances of Naomi wondered if it
were rcally she, ‘She said, *“Call me
not Naomi; call me Mara,” for Naomi
means pleasant, and Mara means bit-
ter. She felt that the Lord had testi-
fied against her and had afflicted her.
Their arrival was in the time of barley
harvest, or in April. Ruth at once
found profitable employment as a
gleaner in the field of Boaz and later
bhecame his wife,

Quections.—Where is Moah? What
family went from Bethlehem to Moab?
What led them to go? Who were
Orpah and Ruth? How lonz was
Naomi in Moab? What change came
to the family in Moab? Why did
Naomi decide to return to Bethlehem?
What choices did Orpah and Ruth
make with' regard to going with
Naomi? \What arguments did Naomi
use to persuad: her daughters-in-law
to return to their mothers’ houses?
How did Ruth express ner decision?

Practical Survey.

Topic—True consecration.

I. The standard of Naomi's life.

IL.-The embodiment of Ruth's choice.

1. The standard of Naomi's life. We
are here given a glimpse into the do-
mestic life of Israel. The customs of
the time were primitive and the hab-
its of the people simple, Naomi and
her two daughters-in-law in their
widowhood present a pathetic pie-
ture. A common sorrow had brought
them very close to one another. Na-
omi was a,strong character. She
proved herself a true Israelite indeed.
God wonderfully supported her in all
her afflictions. Her record at a pat-
tern of patience and fidelity to all
generations. An inevitable crisis
came when Naomi resolved to return
to Bethlehem. Her influence upon
Ruth and Orpah was clearly manifest
in their resolution to return with her.
Naomi did not desire to prevent either
of them from accompanying her to
Canaan, but she did not wish them to
do so simply for her sake. When
she spoke of their kindness to her ghe
did not contemplate how mueh their
conduct was the result her  own.
Her character as a true mother was
“the stem around whi:h the tendrils
of their young hearts might climb to
their mother’'s God.” The character
of both young widows is beautiful,
but the best of parting rovealed the
heroine. Grpah loved Naomi and wept
bitteriy at parting frecm her. Ruth
was fixed in her desire to cast in her
lot with her desolate and destitute
mother-in-law, Naomi was careful
to put Ruth in an attitude of entire
freedom. Orpah failed in courage
though not in affection. Ruth's love
led on to-faith and a living heritage
All the elements of a true choice of
GGed are here described in Naomi's
dealings with her daughters-in-law.
She stood firm in presenting the tests
necessary for them to continue with
her.
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Ther:» no utterapce
wtamont more pathetie than
words of entreaty and resolvo,
and sacrifice, love and devo-
tion Fesathe all threough themn, I'ha
wthes ard unstudiad eloquenea
f her langnage iz unsurpassed. Love
and resolution were at their height.
Lovely and geatle as <he appeared,
umbly and affecticnately as she
leaded, there were amazing dignity
aad firmness in her resolve, tie for-
vint outpouring of a true haart, Ruih
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LOAN TO ROUMANIA,

Cable=An  at
london to-day

« million § nds sterlir

umania The money v be advanced
by the Bank of Idffgland the Bank of
Rouma against Roumania ‘T'reasury
bills e loan is a result of the visit
to London of the Roumanian finance
commission.

it is understond
use the money for
—c .

in r ihe n of
($25,000,000) to

that Roumanla will
the purchase of war

‘gry”
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ALFALFA,

The tenth annual report of the Can-
adian Seed Growers' Association, is-
sued at Ottawa. contains napers and
repor{ on varicus vital topics in agri-
culture, Following are statements ex-
tracted from pavers on alfalfa by Pro-
fessor C, A Zavitz, and potato  dis-
eases by Mr. H. T. Gussow, Dominion
Plant Pathologist,

“The produciion of hardy alfalfa
seed is limited to a small area. The
farmers of Haldimand knew that
they had z hardy strain cof alfalfa.
They knew tiat farmers were ‘“hun-
for a strain that would with-
stand climatic conditions. But the
growers lacked organizations; they
lacked a selling medium. The District
Agricultural Representative put them
in touch with the Canadian Sedd
Growers' Association, and the upsHhot
was the Grand River Alfalfa Seed
Centre, having for its object the pro-
duction and sale - of Registered
Grimm’s Varigated Alfalfa Sced. This
circle js selling throughout Canada
its home-grown seed, without employ-
ing a seed mercaant or middleman.
The secretary books orders, not for
one man, but tor the Circle. They
have grasped the real principle of co-
operation, and are béing repaid.

The status of alfalfa in Canada is
almost cirtical at the present time.
How important may be the results of
such work as that of the Grand River
Seed Centre may be inferred from
Professor Zavitz' statement that the
decrease in alfalfa of over 22,000
acres in one ycar in Ontario alone,
was due to the planting of tender
varieties, In no case has the seed of
the common variety, obtained from
the United States, given satisfactory
results, Varietics are wanted such as
the Grimm and the Ontario Varigated.
Last “year, the alfalfa crop was prac-
tically annihilated by rrost through-
out Kastern Ontariv. A plot of On-
tario Variegated, near Morrishurg,
stood the winter well, when a!l the
surrounding fields were killed.

Alfalfa seed can be produced suc-
cessfully in several places in Ontario,
and also in the comparatively Sonth-
ern Alberta Country, In Ontario, there
is no place niore suitable for its pro-
duction than on the rolling clay land
extending along the Grand River and
eastward through the central part of
the Niagara Peninsula. In that coun-
try, alfalfa has been grown success-
fully for more than fort;

a hardy strain hag been deve)
POTATO DISEASES
“Plant disease and
disease,” says 11, T. Gussow,
ion Plant Pathologist. The
to prevent potato discases
propagated is to plant sound tubers.

The potato crop one of
most valuable and necessary crops.
There is no other crop that wiil re-
pay so weil a little care and labor
spent on it. What js the position of
matters? The examination of many
hundreds of samples shows it is rare
to receise a sample that can be re-
commended for seed., The situation is
serious, and the need for improvement
urgent,

Sead treatment does not control dis-
ecases of a fungus or bacterial naturas
such as “bowdery scab,” *“potato can-
ker,” *dry rot,” “late biight,” “fusar-
ium rot,” a d “bacterial ring” dis-
ease, Powdery =cab, canl and Drob-
ably. dry rot are visible externally;
the others appear only when cutting
the tuber.

Potato canker does
ada, Upon this disease and powders
scab is based the United States po,
tato embargo, recently enforced
against Canada,

Some potato
Poawdery Scab,
tor years. (I
planted on gro:
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again turn eut

AND RE
you will

MEDY.
harvest
Domin-

only way
from being

is

not »xist in Can-

discases,
may liy

particularly
»in the ground
nee, it sound tubers are
1 that once yroduced
the resulting crop will
diseasaod, In  order
to protect himseli, the grower must
ramiliarize hamself  with “these trou-
bles.  No effieial action will succeed
in controlling disease unles farm-
er will do his share, Mako it a rale to
1lart enly sound potatoes on land th: 1t
Iias not produced previous Iy a wiseased
crov.  This js the whole vet.
NONXIQUS WEED SELDS.

In wheat seeds we find quack-grass,
wild cats, chass and doek.

In oats, wild Lu'
wild oats avd gquac

In burle wild oats, wiie l buvkwheat,
mustord and lamb's quar.

In rye wild oats, quiu
buckwheat aml mu:tord.,

In flax, gretn Jixtail, lamb's quar-
ters, false flux and dedder

In timothy, Canadian thistle,
fruited fa Tlux, dock and

In  Kentucky Dlue
flowcring cateh fly,
pepper-gra and shoeep

It brome grass, quace
quarters, wild aml
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much clubroot, and
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iled, acecxdirz to the
Experlment Station: bitt
careful tests in-two s»asons carried on
the station, have given noe evidencse
that the blight fungus can su - vive e
viinter in the field. It would “eem
nccessary, then, the Geneva Station
concludes, to chaage the lIncativn of
the potato crop to avoid thiz discise,
especially as we krow that thorough
shraying will control toth the blight
and rot and will increase the cror en-
ek taking op- vear with anotaaee o

‘icne

Canada’s

make this a highly profitable regular
jractice in potato p:antlng.

The Kansas 1ixperiment Station says
that for quick results in improving a
soil sweet clover is superior to most
other crops. Its ability to thrive well
on soils lacking in humus or otherwise
badly run down makes i* especially
adagted for this purpose. Liko alfalfa,
cowpeas and other legumes, it has the
ahility to obtain nitrogen from the air
by means of the plants, thus adding
much nitrogen to the soil in whiech. it
grows. When plowed under for green
manure or allowed to remain on the
Jand this crop is a very efficieni ore
m building up the humus ccntent of

a The large rcots, which pene-
trate deeply, break up the lower lavers
of the =soil and adé much humus thcre-
to when they decay, thus improving
the phaysical coaditicn of the soil to
a considerable depth below the depth
of plowing. Sandy as well ag Teavy
clay end hard-par soils, which would
not otherwise precuece satisfactory
crops, may bc so improvenl in texture
by growing sweet clover for a fow
fey years that they become quite pro-
ductive.

A cow does not eqwctor’ltP as a
human being does, and it she has tu-
berculosis the germs pass in the excre-
ment. Manure falling in the form of
dust from the udder into .the milk may

carry theze germs. Keep the udder |

clean, but do not cleanse it just betore
milking, or the Jdust arising may work
the damage.  Some use a damp eloth,
which prevents the stirring of dust.
Preper care of the udder will Lay.

An observing dairyman cays that
cows off feed are usually th> ones with
small mouths.

The Pennsylvania Experimant Sta-
tion coneludes, as the result of to sts,
that the amount of silage fed to the
Lreeding ewes should be limited o two
pounds daily per head. Experiments
at this station gave proaf that ferd nz
corn silage as a whole roughage is
fatal te pregpant ewes in a high per-
ceniage of For that reason,
couclude the exverimenters, it $hould
be fed in conjunction with other
1oughages, as alfalfa or clover hay, al-
lowing tivo pounds the maximum
amount oi corn r.lla'n to L'e fod to the
preznant ewes Peeding of spoiled
silage causes death of lambs

Ccases.

Alialfa resnonds quic Kkly to.apylica-
tions= of barnyard manure. While man-
ure heaefits an oid-establizhed stand,
tie greaiest benefit is usuully doriv
by apnlying mamnre to the Crop pre-
coding alfalfa in the rotation. ;

P

BUFING SHs
MEANS THUUBL[

U. S. is Warned That Allies Will
Not Consent

And Politicians Are Waking Up
to the Danger.

Washi
Stateq

It
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positiven

aton
with
United States purchas
man and

may
it  the
Ger-

. : »
Austrian ships under
provisions of the pending
Bill, it will
Governments

Ship
chasze become involved
Great
tain and rrance and Russia in a con-
troversy vastly more
that nas contronted
many years.
Waile the
ing to disclose

with of

the Dri-

servious than any
tnis nation 1n

Administration is retus-
Just wnat it intends to
do ir it succeeas 1n passing tne Ship
Purchase Bill, there is no mystery at
all about what the allied (tovernments
In the kuropean war will do in case
the proposey Goverament-owned cor-
poration buys and puts into trade with
uermany and Austria vessels - now
owned by their enemies. Positive-and
authoritative statements  that
vesselg under such circumstances will
be treated as enemy vessels are now
ohbtamable in Washington, and
not the slightest room ror any doubt
as to where tne allied Governments
stapd on the issue

Not only there
about the position ol
ernments in principle, but it also
clear that all arc in the mood, to
tr this possible emergency just as

cefully as they have treated other
~11m\[1'\r|~ in the war which have been
regarded as likely to result in aid
their cunemics or injuring themselve

Realization of the stand of the dl-
lied Governments on this issue has in
the last few days begun to dawn more
m]]\ upon those in Washington inter-
4 in the proposed legisiation. This
zation has come with startling
iorce to many Democrats ]
preceeding under the impre
the Administration has received as-
surances in advance that there would
be no objection to the plan of pur-
chasing belligerent ships for the pro-
posed” steamship line, or at least that

It assurances would be obtained be-
fore anything was done, The know-
ledge ihat not only have such
ances nnt been obtained,
allied Governments ta
em ically to the
come as a shock to
and the indications are
ous consideration  will
the issue involved in th
tion plan,

From the present the Administra-
tion is standing on its statement that
there will be no foreign complications.
This expresslon was used at the
White House vesterday i response to
an enquiry régarding the delicate
questions which the operagion of ihe
ship purchase plan bring u but in no
responsible Guarter of Gover-
ment can a pozitive statcmeng be ob-
tained that the Presideat's pflan  does
not contemplate the: purchas
terncd German vessels. Acco,
views of the three allied Gov|
however, any attempt of th
ter is certain to lead to com
It is not possible to emph#
strongly the positiveness of
of the allied Government
question,

is no uncertainty
the allied Gov-
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TORONTO MARKETS.
FARMERS' MARKET,

Eggs, new laid, doz. .... 40

Butter, dalry ... oo 28

(lnckens dressed, 1b. .. 16

Ducks, dressed, 1b. 15

lurkms drebsed || Fperpee 22

Geese, dressed BB i 14

Potatoes DRE o s 65

TiIOLESALE MEATS.
Wholesale houses are quoting as fol-
lows:

Beef, forequarters, cwt. . 9
Do., hindquarters .. .. 13
..m

€Carcases, choice
Po., medium
Do., common

Veals, eommon, cwt,
Do., prime

Mutton

light

o

50
00

10
13

50

W
11 50
50
50
50
00
00
00
50
00
00

12
10
8

50
50
50
13 00
14 50
10 00
12 00
15 50
11700
9 50

12
14
8
10
. 13
v5= 40
Do,, m‘a\\ s i)
SUGAR MARKIET.
Sugars here are steady
lowing wholesale prices:

at the fol-
Per cwt.

Extra
Do.,
Do.,

granulated, Redpatii's
20-1b bags .. .. .. ..
St. Lawrence

Do., 20-1b. bags
Kxtra S. G. Acacia
Dominion, in sacks ..
No. 1 yellpw ..

LIVE STOCK.

cattle, sholce

do. do. medium..

do. do. canners ceve s

3utcher cows, choice .. .. ..

do. do. medium

do. do. conners ..

do. bulls o
Feeding steers
Stockers, choice

01

Butcher

‘each
Springers é; o
Sheep, "ewe e
Bucks and culls
L.ambs .
Hogs, fed
Hogs, f.
Calves

OTHER MARKETS.
WINNIPEG GRAIN OPTIONS,
Open. High. Close.
Wheat—
Jan.
May
July ..5
Oats
May
July

3322021

and watered ..
Saighyeri ol deloar s e

750 to 1100

Low.

.0 67

A 0 6615
0 68

0 65

06713
0 6y

T TI33 16775 1 68%%
1 74 173 1
GRAIN MARKET.
No. | hard,
$1.43 1-8 to
-8 (o $1.44-

-

{3
MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis—Wheat,
$1.49 1-8; No. | northern,
$1.48 5-8; No. 2 do., $1.42
o-8: May, $1.44 2-8.
(‘orn-—No. 3 yellow,
3 white, to a5
s, fancy patents, $7.20;

. $3.95: sccond clears, $4.

an, unchanged.

DULUTH GRAIN MARKET.
])nlulh —Wheat, No. 1 hard, $1.44 to
A6 1-2; No. 1 northern, $1.45 1-:

do., $1.43 to  $1.43

1-2.

LONDON WOOL SALIES.

London—The offerings at the wool
auction sales to-day amounted to 9,.-
The demand was good and
prices were firm.  Americans bought
Merinos and (apo of
Hope and Natal, A good show
in seller's favor.
breught 1s 4 1-2d.
SHEEPSKINS.

LLondon—A sale of sheepsk
held here to-day. There were
bales offered, and they were

sold at unchanged es.
and coarse crossbreds w
1y five ner cent. dearer,
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CATTLE MARKET
Batchelor
to INe:

Lo 15e 1-4¢

Mo& it
b 3 Irish,
Trade

"OCK,
r‘wH ©
Marl
Western
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MORE DOCTORS

pric

Are Asked for for Canadian Con-
tingents.

Ottawa
asked

Despatch (6]
for

doctors

fice
has an

of ordorlies for the
Nis 1 cstablishment LT
dian army. Twenty-rive
derlies in Halifax and
five in Quebec, and th
doctors are expected to go:
P, Walsh, Quebec; Lieut,
Winnipeg; Lieut. P. M. Linton, Lon~
don; Lieut. A. S. Jones, Victoria, B.C.
Licut. M. V., \dli'qu'tio Ottawa; (am.
A. R. Selby, Calgary; and Capt. Lozier,
New Brunswick. An eighth will be se-
lected later. '
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BLOGKADE THE
GERMAN GOA:

Is Plan of British Paper's Naval

Expert

lTo Settle Cases Like the Dacia

and Wilhelmina.

London Cable.——The
maval correspondent, dealing with thc
question of international law, raised
by the Dacia and Wilhelmina
discusses the possibility ¢f Creat
Britain's declaring a creial
blockade of the *North G
coast.

*‘One great of our wmaval
operations,” says the Chronicls expert,
“is to exercise compression on Cer-
many, with the hope of abridging the
duration of tne war. It is obvious,
however, that if neutral ships should
be permitted to carry great supplies
of foods into German seaports, as
seems to be expected in some quar-
ters, our purpose may be dcfeatad or
its accomplishment delayed.

“A commercial bleckade of au ene-
my’'s coast is undoubtedly tlie most
effective way of exerting com-
pressive influence.otf sea power We
have precedent, if any were reguired,
for blockading the German North Sea
coast in our blockade ¢f the ¢oast
from Brest to the Elbe, in 1506, and
we have acted in a simi manner
at other times and in other localities

“If the whole of the German coast
on the North Sea was deciared under
blockade, the enterprise of tle Wil-
helmina, supposing her to be bound to
Hamburg, would not be possible, un-
less she were successful as a blockade
runner. ‘There is no longer any idea
of a squadron lying off the enemy’s
ports, as in the old wars. It is not
necessary, as Admiral Mahag long
since said, that a blockading squadron
should be within sight of the enemy’s
coast. He said that half a dozen fast
tvessels, cruising twenty miles © off
shore, between the New Jersey and
l.eng Island coasts, would be a very
real danger to ships secking to break
a bleckade of New York.

“We are in agreement with the Un-
ited States that a ship may b= arrest-
ed at any point off a blockadi post,
and if that should be the our
blockade might be arrested effrctivaly
at the Straits of Dover and the north
passage between Scotland and Nor-
way. Many ditficult questions 1
no doubt be raised by declaring
blockade off the German coast, but
they should not prove insperable. Dif-
ficulties have often arisen from a
blockade and they wers not absent
when President Lincoln, in the Amor-
ican Civil War, announced bis iaten-
tion of blockading the whoie Confed-
crate coast.

‘The United States would not
likely to raise serious objecticus ii we
declared and excreised an m"wtlw-
blcckade. To interiere with the
gitimate operatiecns of a belligerent
would be an unneutral procedi
which they would not
guilty.”
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THRIVES ON IT

Prohibition is Making Russia Rich
and Efficient.
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