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—By Martina Gardner Owen

memory. That is like curing a wart
on the finger by the major operation
of cutting off the arm; like destroying
| weeds by a powerful chemical which
poisons the soil against all growth.
True generosity can never grow in a
flame-séared mind.

“The correct way is to emphasize
the joys of generosity,” Miss Phyllis
pointed out. “Don’t nag about sister's
tears when Paul is selfish. Smile
about her happiness when brother is
generous. Give him the privilege of
| passing candy to all your guests at
table. Tell stories which emphasize
the desirability of generosity, as Rus-
kin’s ‘King of the Golden River.’ Se-
lect others from books and current
literature. If he persistently refuses
to share a toy, tell him, ‘The fire en-
gine can’t stay with a selfish boy,” and
put it away for a week. Plan games
which involve the sharing of toys. Do
something daily to strengthen the
generosity habit. The young child is
incapable of genuine altruism. Above
all, be honest.”

“Meaning?” queried the mother.

“I was thinking of dangerous de-
vices, descended from antiquity,” ex-
plained her sister. “Probably prehis-
toric woman, sitting before her -cave,
observing her offspring clutching an

[ unshared bone, covered her face with
her hands and shrilled:

“‘Mother'll cry!’

“Probably the child gave his play-

iate a gnaw from the bone then, but
the ’steenth time she tried the plan
it didn't work. He had discovered
hat she was shamming and trading
on his love to the point of hypocrisy.
[Be honorable.

“One more suggestion. Cultivate
ensible selfishness yourself. The most
hkngenerous children I've known have
elonged to sweetly sacrificing moth-
rs. Don't give up your own desires
nd preferences when it is really not
est for Paul that you should do so.”
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