4 MEETING OF THE HOUSE.

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council :

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly :

Our especial gratitude, as a people, is due to
the Almighty for our exemption from pesti-
lence during the year that has past.

To that source we must algo gratefully as-
oribe the success which, in the last season, has
attended the industry of the husbandman, and
rewarded the toils of the fisherman,

The revenue, though somewhat diminished in
productiveness, when compared with that of the
preceding year, as was anticipated, from the
reduction of duties, and the first effects of sud-
denly expanded commerocial freedom, is never-
theless, amply safficient’ to meet all domands
upon it, and affords,gatisfactory evidence of
the increased energies, and growing prosperity,
of the people.

The Normal School—opencd at Truro during
the past Autumn, vunder oircumstances nost
augpicious—is now in effioient operation.

A measure, having for its object the improve-
ment of the general aducationdal “¢ondition of

the country, will be submitted for your c¢onsi- -

deration.

Our Railway system is progressing favorably,
and I trust that, when the accounts of the ox-
penditure and lmbxhtles, connected with it, aro

1aid before ‘yovu, the utmost -prudence and oco-

nomy will be found to have been observed by
those to whom the legislature has entrusted the
conduet of this 1mp0rbant br&nch of the publio
service.

The reports and aceounts respecting St. Pe-
ter’s Canal, and the Lunatic Asylum, when sub-
mitted to you, will show you that those public
works have advanced satisfactorily during the
past séason .

On the’ Subgect of the Mines and Minerals, in
conriection with the claims of the General Min-
ing Association, ar'opinion of the Imperial Law
Officers ot the Crown, and a corrcspondence
with-the Uolonial' Secretary, will be laid before
you, which: will doubtless engage your most
earnest attention. '

A measure will be submitted to you, founded
ou the éxample of the mother country, and on
our Jocal experiende, foi' faclhtatmg the collec-
tion, and improving the- admmxstmtlon, of the
revenue.

The substitution of a simpler.and more eco-
nomical process for revesting forfeited lands in

the Crown, in place of the ex1stmg system, qu'

be proposed to you by my goverment.

The selections of Stoci, which I have. made,

in accordance wish the desire, expressed in the
oloping segsion of the last Parliament, will, I
trust, commend themselves to your approva,l.
" I venture to indulge & confident expectaiion
that the further promotwn of Agriculture, in
its yarious relations, will, in the present session,
command the interest of the representatives of
a people :thornughly capable of appreciating the
importance of tha&,greut object.”

Some;modifigation of. tho existing Laws for
protecmon of:ths, B,lven Fxshenes appears to me
imperatively. oslled for,.and, I trust that your
local experience will siggest guch improvement
of them as will ensure the attainment of the
© purpose. for whiclt they, were enacted.

You will be gratified, I am sure, to learn that
‘ I bave resumed the ocoupation, of .Government
. Hoge, ‘Seriously injured by ‘the. la.te fire, 'but
renovatéd aﬁd refurnished in a style that' be-,

. make & few remirks:.

~equal’ duty t0 hoth sxdes, a5d; i;:jig% ,q ng) mﬁ"{&‘iﬂ#

L
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speaks your munificence, whilst it demands my
grateful acknowledgements.
CHIEF CLERK.

Dr. Webster moved that Alexr. James, Esq.,
be First Clerk, which was seconded by Mr. Mor-
rison.

Ilon. J. W. Johnston—It has been usual, in
the practice of this House, to re-elect the in-
cumbents of the Clerkship. I regret that any
deviation frowm this course has been attempted,
more especially at- this .session, for the House
never was in a position when such a course was
less called for. The gentleman who held the
situation of First Clerk to the last House is
singularly distinguished in the- performance of
his duties for diligence, industry and "capabili- -
ty—by his urbanity and general courtesy of
manner; and I am quite sure, sir, that in your
own person, having occupied the Speaker's
Chair but for a short period, you must have ex-
perienced the advantages to be derived from
baving an officer in that position practically -
acquainted with the duties he is called on to
fulfil, and able_to afford information whenever
necessary. The Clerk being the officer of the
whole House, should be a partizan of neither
g1de, more especially whon so large & propor-
tion of the members have been newly elected,
and oceupy seats for their first time. All these
circumsfances soncur to make any change inex-
pedient, Mr. Twining informs me that-he has
not requested any honorable gentleman to nomi-
nate him, and I regret that X am under the ne-
cesgity of domg so—not that I have any objec-
tion to proposing him, but because that, com.
ing fromn me, his nomination may be supposed,
to flow. from considerations of party. To re-
move any such impression, I may at once state
that it is my intention to vote for the re- elec- ‘
tion of both the old officers. With these views,
I beg leave to propose Mr. Hepry Twining as a -
candidate for the office which he has prevmusly ‘
filled with such ability and so satisfactorily. . .

The proposition “was seconded by Mr. Me- [
Farlane (Camberland.)

Hon. Attorney General—The” clerkshxps m
the Commons of the mother country are patent
offices, to which appomtments are made by thé
Crown, although they are supposed tobe with..
the approval of the Lower House. . This, how-
eveér, is not, the plactwe here. “Thé House ‘of ;
Ccmmons of this vamce has always olmmed
and excrcxsed the , rxghp ‘of se]ectmg and ap-
pointing’ theu‘ own ;. clerks:~a " Gourse,’ m my
view, wiser a,nd more con;ecf. than the pra.qtme

- in England, “Ttis the privilége of each’ mem. .

bef of this House thien to propoaa such c:mdx- :
dates as hig own feelings dwtate. . By a wise
regulation . adopted, in many suooesswo Parlia-
ments, the votes upon’the appmnbmenb of these |
officers are taken by ballot—so that eachi” niem- .
ber may, after he has exerciged 'his undoubt.ed,
right 1n secret, approach the table of & olerk
a,gmnst whom” lie m&y’ha.ve voted thhouc in-.
ducing " ill- feelmg on} ‘his, pn,rf In, ,]ustme to ..
Mr. T&mmg. T may §iy that no complamt has .

‘been or can be pruferred agamst Jnim ‘foy the

manner in wh;éh'hl ‘duties have been perform- :
ed; in all respects, is dmgence ‘and’ a.bthy
have given entire’ sahsfa,ctwn. “'With reqpect .
to Mr. James, I-have }o téiterate, the Bamg’ tri~
bute'to Ais abilitics, and mdus .
Mr. Wade-TI feel Galled’ on,. Mr. $peake o
This. J&’no &ngty ‘gn&e)sw;
oﬁiéers v;iho; o Lo

tion, ' I look to the cl§rks as’



