December 19, 1917
A Man at Need
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Wnother to the point of temporary un-
fitness for work. Foley thrashed both
impavstially, and then fired them.
he square little driver, Pierre La-
deroute, leaped from his perch and be-
gan to unhiteh,

‘‘Bon jour, M 'sieu Feo-lay!’' he eall
¢d cheerily. ‘‘ 'Cre nom!’'’ est-ce que
Vous avez easse votre jambe?'’

““How ‘in the blue, flaring blazes
eould I walk if my leg was broken?"’
snarled Foley. “You're late. And
who's these bums you've brought?’’

Laderoute shrugied in disclaimer of
responsibility. ‘“ Dey look for one job,'’
he replied. ‘‘I show dem de road, dat’s
alll*’ »

‘““Waht & job, hey?'’ said Poley, to
the nearest man, ‘‘What ean you dot?"’

““Me an’ him,’’ said the man, indi-
cating the one beside him, ‘‘ean do
anything with an axe. We're sawyers,
too."’

.A.\"-u'ila

‘“He’s Morrison. 1'm Hackett.''

- ‘That’s a h of & name for a
chopper!’’ Foley commented. ‘‘Take
your turkeys inte the bunkhouse and
go to work in the moming. Usual
wages. ‘‘Now, thea’''—he wheeled on
the third, a tall, wiry young fellow,
with high ‘cheek bones and grim, set

mout ‘how about |
“My name is lu&ld"—bo gave

the mame the pure Highland twist.
‘‘Mach-tone-al’’ is its nearest phonetie
spelling if ‘you give the ‘‘ach’’ the Ger-
man pronuscistion. ‘‘I can do any-
thing in the woods or va the river."’

“I' take you,"” mid Poley briefly.
He turned to the remaining man, eye-
ing his mimest with disapproval
‘““Yeu're wext. Talk wp.'’

At his first words Poley scowled. The
man was just out from England, He
could not obtain employment in the
citien. Other lumber camps would bave
none of him. Poley's was his last re-
sort. He ex his willingness to
do anything, and in his eyes was the
expression of a dog that veamtures te
lick the hand which it knows will
strike,

Foley shook his bead and swere. Why
did they send useless tramps on to him
He wanted men who could make money
for him—men, by the this, that, apd so
forth, who kuew a spruce from a pine
and an ax from a peavy; real men, whe
could work all day and fight or drink
all wight, and show up in the merning
sone the waorse for it

“But I'm willing to do anything,
sir,”’ urged the applicant.

““I can make any man willing, if I
have to,"" said Foley grimly. ‘‘The
rull s what can you ‘.g Not » thing,
y your own tell. What do you expect
me to pay you for, hey? 1) give you
supper and breakfast, and thes you hit
the tmail.**

‘“But where shall | go, sir !’ the man
ashed belplessly

““Go—"" PFoley checked himself,
which was a thing he seldom did. He
was rough asd tough, bat"he had & soft
side for & dgmb animal or & man in
hard luck. ‘‘Tio te the cookee, and help
him rustle grab. '’ he said. **' 1N keep
vou on for & day or two. Get a hump
on you, now.'*

From the filling darkness came=The ™
selse of the crew coming home.  Tired
as they were from a day's weork, mere
physical weariness had sot  affected
their spirits. They looked forward te
& buge supper and an evening ia the
warmih of the bumkhouse, with soag,
slory and tobacco to pass the' time
There might even be liguer, and if the
Fates were very good, a fight.
+Benides it -was sot good form at
Feley s 1o admit that one was tired
Every magp was prowd of his enddPance
and as abwurdly douchy on the subject o
of any knighterrant of old "on the )
quention of his fantastic hosor

Men, whase wmuscles ached sorely,
shylarhed nnd indulged in rough horse
play expressly to show they were uwn
wearied. Only the proves iren men,
whose spleadid  physique - was  proof
agninst ordinary exertion, plodded sob
erly, consciound that they seeded ne
justification. Amoag these were Jimmy
MePike and Bill Leam)y

The frost-rited crew invaded the
baskhouse with much stamping of
snow from feet and profase thawing of
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THE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE
has quite as much at stake as Great

icles from beards and mustathes. They
stripped off outer stackings and gar-
ments, rspi

and E‘ung them to dry in gaudy fes-

toons. They paid little or no a
to the new arrivals; these wo r-
_ally drop into their places later.

(To be continued) =~ ™

Iron and Steel on a War Basis
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of the Teutonie powers. That question
was answered in the eighteen months
which preceded the coming of the
United States into the war in April,
1917, whea Great Britain, France, Italy
and Russia were drawing so largely on
the United States for steel billets,
munitions, ordnance, barbed wire, rail-
way material and machine tools.: ™
The productive eapacity of the Am-
erican industry meant much for the
Allies and civilization from the early
months of 1916 to April, 1917. It means
even more to-day now that the United
Htates is in the war, and it is being
realized all over the country that it

Britain, Canada or France. It means
. i 1 8

the munitions and war equipment it
ean use, or put at the service of the
Allies. It means, moreover, that strue-
tural steel and plates will be fortheom-
ing for the 847 vessels now in building
for the Unitell States Navy, and for
the 1,359 vessels, which at the end of
the year were in process of construetion
for the Emergency Fleet Corporation.
Of these merchant vessels 931 are of
steel; and all the vessels, including 50
that were launched before the eand of
December, and are not included in the
total of 1,339, are over 2,500 tons dead-
weight capacity.

Since the war began congress at
Washington has appropriated $2,340,
400,000 for shipbuilding—4$1,265,400,000
for the Navy, and #$1,085000,000 for
vessels for the Fleet Corporation. With
the exception of am appropriation for
sixty U-beat chasers, madé at
-:chl session of congress in 1917, all
the money for the additions to the
United States Navy was voted by con-
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