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FOSTER AND FLOUR PRICES

In the ITouse of Commons last week, in
the budeet debate, Hon. Geo. E. [Foster en-
deavored to convince the Iouse that Cana-
dian flour was not being sold more cheaply
in Great Britain than in Canada.  Ie quoted
ficures from a publication of his own depart-
ment. but. was soon corrceted and shown
that Lis ficures were not on the same weight
basis and therefore were of no value for com
parative purposes.  Mr. Foster N!\xll\l||l"l.‘l\'t'
quoted his fizures from the weekly North-
Western Miller, the leading authority on
flour prices on the American continent. In
the North-Western Miller of April 15, we
find flour prices quoted by cable 1.|'_ml|>(i];xs~
gow, Liverpool and London, on .\|11'1.I 15, and
in the same issue we find, prices of flonr in
Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg quoted on
April 13 The Glasgow, l.l\n'!‘]lllml and
London prices are preceded by the following
statement: ‘

“The following ec.i.f. (cost, insurance,
freight) prices per sack of 2850 I-lrllllvll\' are
approximate quotations asked by mills for de
ferred shipment:”’

The following prices are then quoted:

GLASGOW ¥ LS
Canadian Spring DPatent ,L‘t'sz.(.nl.(u ‘_’l}".‘,l],
Canwdian Winter DPutext ....20s8. (w 20s.

~  LIVERPOOL
Canadian Spring Datent ....24s. (iw 258

LONDON Biir i

Canadian Spring Patent ....23s. 6d. @ 24s. 6d.

It will be noted that these prices are for
280 pounds. By reducing these prices to
Canadian currency for 196 pounds, which is
the weight of a Canadian barrel, these prices
are found to bhe as follows:

GLASGOW I’er barrel.
Canadian Spring Patent ....... $4.13 to %1 ,’.f:
Canudinn Winter atent .......$420 to $4.42

LIVERPOOL : Lol
Canadinn Spring Patent ....... $4.07 to $4.25

LONDON ; X
Canadian Spring Tatent ....... $3.00 to $4.13

Toronto prices are quoted as fulll)\\‘s]: i
‘hig
““Qpring Patent, firsts $5.50

. 00
Spring  Patent, seconds

Spring Datents, first balker’s
S|-rll|-' [Patents, sceond haker's

()
20

)
4
i
\\’ml:r and Spring bleuds, Y0 p.c bl S0
Blended Straights ..ooeveccsransnn 4 60
Wintor Straights ....ccsseessesnecss 4
“¢Spring wheat flours in jute, cotton 10e per
bbl. extra: winters and Llends in jute; all 'l»‘-
livered in wholesale quantities Ontario poiuts

a0

Montreal prices are quoted as follows:

o o aiih
“Spring wheat patent firsts were quoted last
week at $3.00, Scconds at $0.10, and dDtrong
Clears at $4.90 per bbl in bags, and J4Uc _per

bbl. more 1n wood.’

Winnipeg prices are quoted as foliows:

““The net firures on flour to Manitoha points
in cotton bags, delivered to the retinl tr t‘ )
are Best 'atents, $0.30 per  bLbd DeConds,
$4.70; First, Clears $3.000( $4.00; - Co on
(.,ruvlv-. $2 00 $3.00. Flour in jutp bags 10
per LLL loss.’”’

1 \
Thus we find that the best Canadian flour

sells at:

Winnineyu ; N §'.Z‘
Montieal sl ‘ ‘_r'n‘
Toronto 5.50
Glasgow 4 )
I.n‘-"';“‘i i :
Loudon . ; ’ .13
In the face of this unanswerable evidence
it is difficult to say upon what grounds |
Govermment ean refuse to place wheat and
flour on the f{ree list, and give the western
farmers the advantage of the tugher prices

& \\ her (+ X \lr
on the American. markets™™ When next Mr
]"'l\‘i‘r quotes "‘V'A." pri S 1 “ l.r.\‘ 0

Comuons trust Lie will sccure Lis figures

fromn & reliable source

THE OCEAN COMBINE

In this issue we publish an article on the
Occan Combine which should command the
serious attention of every farmer in this
country. The facts given by the writer of
the article mentioned demonstrate clearly
that the man who grows wheat 1s at the
merey of the Ocean Combine as to the cost
of transporting thie wheat to the foreign
markets.  The price of wheat in Liverpool
practically regulates the price of wheat on
the Winnipeg market, and if hetween these
two markets the Ocean Combine is able to
levy an additional toll of three or four cents
per bushel, the farmer must acceept just that
much less for his wheat.  An investigation
made last fall by the chairman of the Rail-
way Commission resulted in no defintte ae-
tion. The opinion expressed at the time by
prominent Government olticrals was that the
reculation of ocean freights could” only be
sceured by international agreement.  Such
acreements are generally very slow in com-
ing about and not very cflective in results.
In order to show the power of the Ocean
Combine to levy toll upon the Western farm-
ers, we reproduce herewith from the report
of the Saskatehewan Grain Markets Commis-
sion, just published, the average freight rate
on wheat from New York to Liverpool in
cents per bushel from 15879 to 1912 inclusive:

i DA 12% eonts
1] PR L I U G Y .11 ecents
11 ) BERRS R S e 5'4 cents
1882 T conts
1883 8% coents
1554 5 7 cents
1885 .. 6% cents
1SN0 (% cents
1887 J.’l conts
1889. .. . OW ccuts
1800, . Fou T% cents
180 . . e e - TN
L I N T G4 couts
INDS v g T TRy ¢ T
o4 S TR e ind s, .. 4% cents
1895 J4 ecents
15046 2 D4 cents
18607 : 1 vasse DY conts
RS, e S ... GV ecnts
1800 PR e G4 conts
1000 ... 4% ccuts
1001 2., 6% couts
1902 "y 5+ 2V, ecents
1003 274 cents
1904 24 cents
1005 34 cents
1006 2% ccnts
1007 34 centy
100K 14 conts
1909 : ; S ecents
1910, . H couts
1011 S 1 conts
1912 7% ceuts

As a oreat deal of Canadian wheat goes via
New York these fizures are quite applicable
and are approximately the same as from
Montreal These ticures show that in the
warly davs the cost of carrymng a 1»¥]~}w'] of

heat from New York to Laverpool was
1244 cents per bushel, while in 1904 it fell

as low as 2V, cents per bushel, These figures,
it should be remembered, are the cannual
average for the whole year In 1911 the
charee was 4 cents per bushel, but in 1912
it jumped to 7% cents It was in 1912 that
the Ocean Combine was organized and be
came offeetive, The result was that in that

\

vear the Western farmer was charged 37%
cents additional on every bushel of wheat
that was shipped to urope, and, as the ex

port price regulates the home price, every
‘estern Canada who sold wlfeat
during 1912 lost 3% cents per bushel, whieh
Ol ¢ wWhuie crop would mean a total <»f

)OO0 1t

ken out of the [J;r} 18 4,}‘
he Western furmers and ]v:.ll'ml mm the
pockets of the magnates in control of the

Ocean Combine, 1in which organization the

C.IPR. was a most important factor. The
freight rates charged on wheat during 1913,
taken from the report of the Grain Markets
Commission also, are given in cents per
bushel from New York to Liverpool by
months as follows :-

JODURRY o enies o ie e 937, 1018
February ..... R 0.75, 10,12
T - R A e o 00
Y8 T ¢ e A MR el
May ..... s e Sk RS U |
SUHB & e Al A 7.50
July 8.25
August 7.50
September iR 1.87
Octoher o5 6 7-'1, 7.50
November .. .. .. 6.00, 6.87
December RIS 6.00

It will be noted that the 1913 rates are
slightly lower than the 1912 on the average,
but are far above 1910 and 1911. Not only
is the-tol-of the Ocean Combine felt in the
price of wheat, but it is also being felt in the
price of other articles upon which the Com-
bine have raised the freight rates in varying
amounts to as high as 100 per cent. The
British preferential tariff was inaugurated
for the purpose of encouraging the importa-
tion of British made goods into Canada, hut
the exaction of the Ocean Combine in many
cases has practically eliminated the benefit
which the preferential tariff rate would give.
The toll of the Ocean Combine is levied not
only upon the Western wheat growers hut
upon every citizen of Canada, and it is he-
coming a very serious increase in the already
high cost of living. The idea of having the
Ocean Combine regulated by international
agreement will not he taken seriously by the
Canadian people generally, but will be re-
garded more in the nature of an excuse to
evade the issue as long as possible. There
can be no great advantage secured from re-
duced railway freight rates if the same cor-
porations who own the railways are allowed
absolute  freedom  in reguluting  ocean
freights. It would be impossible to contro!
ocean rates by legislation, ag any restriction
placed upon ghipping from Canadian ports
would simply drive our shipping to Ameri-
can ports.  The writer of the article on an-
other page makes a strong case for a govern-
ment owned line of steamships, which wonld
allord real competition and not entail a large
expenditure of inoney. Other countries have
found staute owned steamers the only method
of sccuring relicf from private steamship
lines.  There 18 a very strong agitation in
Canada today for government ownership and
operation of all railway lines for the benelit
of the people.  If Canada is to develop a
large and profitable export business it ean
only be done by having low ocean freights,
and these freights, it is evident, enn only he
secured thru a state owned line of steamers.
The Dominion Millers’ Association has been
urging the Dominion Government to estab-
lish such a line of steamers, and other ast-
ern mterests are coming to realize that they
cannot expect to secure adequate relief in
any other way, We believe that the Western
farmers can well afford in this case to join
hinds with the Millers” Association in urging
the Government to establish a state-owned
line sdstommners to ply between Canada and
Lurope. The expenditure of money would
not be great and such competition would
force all the Lig steamship lines to reduce
their rates to an equitable basis. This would
be a good subject for discussion at the mect-
s of the local associations, and it would
be advisable to have any resolutions that are
passed forwarded at once to the local repre-
sentative at Ottawa, as well as to the ’rime
Minister.

LSS S = S SR

o

RS RSS SIS e

ISR

R S -




