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Glerks a ri- then hired to parcel this rubbish 
and put the initials of (tonus mom hcr upon it, 
anil it is (lumped into the mail. No complaint 
is ever made, because both parties engage in 
this graft. Thousands upon thousands ol 
dollars are taken out of tin- public revenue 
each year by this illegitimate method. Noth
ing is ever noticed in the daily papers about 
it, because it is supposed to be legitimate 
graft for every politician. Some years ago 
one of the members ol parliament used to 
frank his washing home and back again to 
save money, and no doubt some ol them do 
it yet. The government, should be asked to 
give a ret urn showing how much t his abuse of 
the franking privilege costs the country, 
and it should be stopped. The members of 
i’arliament gel i|i2,100 a year anil a Iree pass 
over all the railways in Canada. This is not 
a bit too much if they attend to their duty.
In fact, if every member attended to his duty 
strictly, #5,000 a year would not be a bit too 
much to pay him. They should also be given 
a certain amount of clerical assistance, but 
their petty grafts should be stopped. They 
are merely temporary directors of the great 
business linn of Canada Ac Co., and as such 
should be well paid for their services, and 
not. be id lowed, nor be subject to, any unfair 
diséjftmmntioii. The member of parliament 
is IooHflyn made the mark of petty grail in 
his own constitueney. lie is elected an honor
ary member of the baseball, football and 
hockey leagues, and of many other organiza
tions, and is expert ed to put up I rum .jio to $2u 
for every one of these institutions on the pain 
of becoming unpopular. This is certainly not 
fair. If the people levy tribute upon their 
member in this way they cannot blame him 
for recouping himself when lie has the oppor
tunity. The member of parliament is entrust
ed with important duties and should he a 
man of integrity and business ability who 
would truly represent the people of his con
stituency.

REGISTERING VOTERS
For years past the provincial govern

ment in Manitoba has compiled the voters 
lists upon which the Dominion elections were 
held. This year, through a technicality, the 
Dominion government has the power and 
has prepared the lists. When the Conserva
tive government made the lists the Liberal 
newspapers always charged corruption, 
wholesale graft and plugging of the lists. 
Now the situation is reversed, and the Con
servative newspapers claim that the Liberal 
ortieials are plugging tlie lists and disfran
chising Conservative voters. We do not pre
tend to know what is right, but we judge 
from appearances that tlie party making the 
lists secures every advantage possible. If any 
of their opponents names can be kept off the 
voters' lists there is a certain gain even before 
the election day. Lut above all, I he situation 
in Winnipeg and Lrandun indicates that no 
political party should have power to make 
I lie election lists. They should be prepared 
in some way that would prevent the mani
pulations of political party heelers, and the 
disfranchisement of any ipialilleil elector. 
The making of election lists and the holding 
of elections throughout Canada has always 
been characterized by wholesale frauds, and 
the preaching of election purity on the part 
of either party is a farce. The franchise is 
one of man's greatest privileges, and lie 
should not be deprived of it through political 
manipulai ion.

We want reciprocity lirst, and then tIn- 
rest of that protective wall, that takes money 

' out of the pockets of the people and puls it 
into the pockets of I’rivilege, must conic 
down.

W- ll. live weeks and the election will Ill- 

over The politicians will be aide to release 
the bonds upon their conscience.

MR. BORDEN AND THE TARIFF
Mr. li. L. Borden, leader of the Opposition, 

started upon his campaign last week, 
and before leaving Ottawa he issued a formal 
and exhaustive, manifesto to the Canadian 
people in vvhiefr hr discussed tin; reciprocity 
agreement very fully and pointed out all his 
numerous reasons for opposing the pact. I he 
manifesto is too lengthy to publish in this 
issue, but. the conclusion contains tin: follow
ing pledge :

-1 Tin: OiiHcrVutive party gives its pledge 
to Carry out the following policy if returned 
to power:

11 A tborough reorganization of the method 
\,y whi<*h public expenditure is supervised. In 
crease in- what is known as ordinary control
lable expenditure from 1,500,000 in lhitfi to 
nearly $7*1,000,000 in 10)1 is proof of extrava
gance beyond any possible defence.

• * tirant ing of the natural resource's to the 
prairie provinces.

“< on-t no tion of the Hudson Hay Railway 
— * and its operation by an independent commis

‘ ‘Control and operation bv the state of ter 
minai elevators.

‘ ‘ Necessary encouragement for establishing 
and - afrying on the chilled meat industry.

‘ ‘ Establishment, of a permanent tariff com
mission.

‘ ‘ (Irani in g of substantial assistance toward 
the improvement of our public highways.

“The extension of free rural mail districts.
‘‘Kxtcnsiôn of civil service reform.
‘ ‘ Granting of liberal assistance to the pro

vinces for purposes of supplementing and ex
tending the work of agricultural education, 
and for the improvement of agriculture.’’

Mr. Borden’s platform is sound and states
manlike, except, in one particular. That ex
ception is the trade question. Of course, Mr. 
Borden has explained his attitude upon reci
procity, hut the people of Canada would lie 
glad to know his fiscal policy, lie docs not 
touch this matter except, to favor a perman
ent, tariff commission. But even if a tariff 
commission of this nature should he appoint
ed the government, in power would he com
pelled to frame the tariff policy. No tariff 
commission could do more than investigate 
and report. It could not possibly he expected 
to frame a fiscal policy not in accord with 
the views of the government. Suppose such 
a tariff hoard were appointed, and after 
studying the subject became absolute free 
traders at a time when a protectionist govern
ment was in power. Would the government 
immediately become free traders? No tariff 
commission can possibly advocate any policy 
not in harmony with the views of the govern
ment.. If such were to happen, either the 
government or the commission would have to 
resign. We have made it clear that the gov
ernment must make the tariff policy and not 
the commission. The point then is, what does 
Mr. Borden propose shall he the future tariff 
policy of Canada? lie does not mention it. 
Vet this is the greatest of all Canadian ijues- 
tions. lie makes no mention of lower tariff 
mu- of revision. The people of Canada want 
to judge fairly upon Mr. Borden’s manifesto. 
When llie tariff is the ipp-stion being di a-uss- 
eil in every town and hamlet in all Canada, 
and the leader of a party says nothing about 
it, what is the natural conclusion. It must 
mean that Mr. Borden favors high protection. 
Several of his supporters in the West have 
said that this was not so, hut that the tariff 
would he reduced. There is nothing the peo
ple of the West want to hear so much as a 
statement to this effect. from the leader of 
the Opposition. Any such statement from an 
ordinary member of I’arliament is useless, be
muse practically every single one of them 
would vote that Mark was white if his party 
leaders told him to do so. We hope to hear 
from Mr. .Borden that lie is opposed to tin- 
system which builds up mergers, trusts and 
combines and hampers progress in every 
direct ion.

Me have a number of applications for 
iliiniestii- servants. There are a few others 
to In- placed, kill out the application in this 
issue and send it in.

THE HOME MARKET
Upon his return from the coronation Hon.

R. I*. Roblin, who witnessed tbe great 
pageant as Manitoba’s representative, gave 
out at, Montreal, on August 1 1, tin- following 
statement upon the reciprocity pact :

1 ‘ The yardage in Canada of the r<*i-ij»ro<*ity 
j.avt could be nothing less than a calamity for 
the farmer of Manitoba, as it would entirely 
destroy for him the best home market in 
Canada, that in the vicinity of Winnipeg. ’ ’

Premier Roblin does not consider tin- fact 
t bat after the pact has been ratified that Win
nipeg will still lie here, and that its popula
tion will increase very rapidly. The cheap 
and fertile land of the province will also still 
remain, and the people will eat as much as 
formerly. This will he the home market, but 
of course early vegetables from the South 
will come into tin- city freely before there are 
any in Manitoba. This is a boon to the con
sumers, and cannot possibly a fleet the Mani
toba farmers. In season the Manitoba vege
table farmer can face all comers. On the 
other hand the farmers want the wider mar
kets to the south of them for their huge sur
plus. They will still have the home market 
right at their door, just as good as ever it 
was, and be able to fake advantage of the 
markets to the south as well. It, is impossible 
for us to see any calamity in the passage of 
tlie reciprocity agreement. If so it is the 
kind, of calamity that will mean prosperity - 
and progress to the Canadian people.

Farmers must remember that if they wish 
to have real representatives in Parliament 
they must assist in paying the legitimate ex
penses of tin- campaign. Every farmer who 
is really in favor of an independent candi
date should prove it by putting his hand in 
his pocket and putting a ten into the ex
pense fund.

There’s nothing left to he said upon reci
procity, hut the politicians keep on repeating 
their favorite arguments. If each politician 
had a phonograph and shouted his address 
into it once lie could then sit at home in the 
shade and have a hoy take his speech through 
the country, and grind it out to spell-bound 
audiences.

The great labor upheaval which is convuls
ing Britain at present shows that the same 
troubles are prevalent throughout the world. 
There is much in the argument for compul
sory arbitration. Something must he done to 
prevent such loss of life, suffering and hard
ship if civilization is to continue to advance.

Every man considers himself an independ
ent voter, and even the strongest party man 
in the country imagines that lie makes up 
his own mind upon national issues. Of course, 
his decision is always the same as that of his 
party, and is not made until the party pro
nouncement, hut. that does not alter the case.

A contract to build 18.1 miles of the Hud 
sun Bay Railway, from the I’as Mission, on 
tin- Saskatchewan river, northward, has been 
h-t to .1, I). .MeArthur, Winnipeg. The price 
is in Hu- neighborhood of #d,000,000. Let us 
hope that the rest of it will lie built inside 
uf twenty years.

Don’t forget that The Guide will In- sent to 
any address for 25 cents till tin- end of this 
year. This is a splendid opportunity for our 
friends to assist us in increasing tin- circula
tion.

We wish to correct the statement in last 
week's Guide that it was grain inspectors 
who were arrested and imprisoned for steal
ing. It was samplers, and not inspectors.

1 ‘ Will I ever see Ottawa again'” is the 
thought uppermost in the minds of politicians 
today.


