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F,ASTER HYMN.
BT PETRUS YBN BRABILIS, ABBOT

CLUONT. A D., 109 :-115S.
Broken i« death's portal;

H,iil the victory,
For the king Immortal 

Stronger te than be.
Now the tyrant crnei 

From the throne la torn.
By the mighty duel 

Round the crowe furlcn.
Down the dsrkneee dreary 

Streams the light of day,
Like a tiorning cheery,

Driving nig jt away.
For onr God and makA,

Pitying our pain,
Cornea to be the breaker 

Of onr iron chain.
We in ein were lying,

Helpless under doom,
Given ap to dying,

Captive to the tomb;
Then in mercy tender 

Came Immanuel down,
Laying by Hie splendour, 

Putting oft Hie crown.
And onr nature mortal 

Did the King pnt on, 
Standing in the portal,

O r true champion :
Dead the foe liea under 

Hia triumphant fee.
O the joy and wonder !

Sing with praieee eweetl

OF

A MEDITATION FOR EASTER 
SUNDAY.

“ And He laid Hie right bend upon me, seyiug 
unto me, Peer not ; I sin the first end the feet : 
I am He that liveth, and wee deed ; and. behold, 1 
am alive for evermore, Amro ; ead have the keys of 
hell aud of death.”—Revelation 1. 17,18.

There ie only one subject for this 
day. Upon this morning when the 
grave waa broken and Jesus Christ 
•row, Hie resurrection, with all that it 
means for us, must claim our thought». 
Easier ia remarkable for this, that it 
aeeuta to take the most stupendous 
thoughts, and through the personality 
of Jesus bring them to men’s apprehen
sion aud affection. The very children 
have taken these stupendous thoughts 
into their simple minds. They have 
been made real to ns through the per
sonal experience of Curist whom we 
lové, and they have been translated by 
our own instincts and the prophecies of 
our own needs. It is to those who have 
gone up the path to the empty tomb, 
full of love for Jesus, that the great 
truth of Hie resurrection has been 
shown, and their own truest longings 
have been made beautiful and clear. 
Just as these flowers have taken the 
infinite aud mysterious forces of Nature, 
and put them into these clear shapes of 
visible beauty, so Easter, the flower of 
the yrar, takes the immeasurable truths 
of life an i immortality, and holds them 
to us in a beauty that we can all see 
and love.

Let us try to see something of the 
meaning of that sublime self-description 
of the risen Christ. First, “ I am He 
that liveth He whose life ie Toe 
Life complete in itself and including all 
other lives within itself. If anything 
has come to make us feel what a frag
mentary thing our human life is, there 
is no greater knowledge fur us to win 
than that the life of one who loves us 
as Christ loves us is au eternal life, with 
the continuance and unchaugeablenvss 

, of eternity. Tuere is a Urge, long life 
that is not transitory. When we know 
that then, just as the leaves, coming 
sud going, growing and drooping, find 
their reason aud consistency in the long, 
Unhinged life of the tree on which they 
grow, so our lives find their place in 
this long, uiicnangiug life of Christ, 
aud lose the vexation of their own ever- 
ihitiing pasts and futures in the per
petual present ot His being.

See Wnat a wonderful things comes 
next, *• I am He that lived', and was 
dead.1 R -member the eternally living, 
the very hie of all lives. And y it in 
tha* lite of lives death has come as an 
•pieodn, an incident. It di 1 not • 1 >se 
His being, but was only an experience 
which tnat being underwent. That 
fpirituai existence which had been go- 
lrtf ou tor ev.-r, now came an 1 submitl- 
ed itself lo that which men bad always
8ubini,ted to.
*** H s creation, but He had never felt 

To His humanity it seemed terrible ; 
wetusemane bear# witness how terrible.

ut He passed into it Irom love to us. 
Aud as He came out from it He declar
ed its nature. •* It is an experience of 
rr I not an end of life. Life goes on

'‘ough it, and comes out unharmed, 
df,* at Me : 11 am He that liveth! 

was dead !’ " He that was dead,
once death changes from the terrible

end of life into a most mysterious but 
no longer teirible experience of life. 
He that is “ alive for evermore.” Not 
merely ia there a future beyond the 
grave, but it is inhabited by One who 
•peaks to us; who went there by tbo 
way that we must go ; who see» us aud 
can help us as we make our way along, 
and wi'l receive us when we come ibere. 
“ 1 have the keys of bell and draio.” 
It is because He died that He holds the 
keys of death. Can we not understand 
that? Du we not know how any soul 
that has passed through a great experi
ence holds the keys of that experience, 
so that as be sees another coming fear- 
fuYy up to it, just as ignorantly aud 
fear lull y as be came, he can run up to 
this new comer and open the door for 
him, show him on what side this ex
perience is best entered, lead him 
tin ough the dark passages of it, and at 
last bring him out into the splendour of 
the light beyond? Suppose yvn|have bad 
some great sorrow m y bur lue. You 
look and lo ! another light and careless 
heart ootues singing up the road by 
which yon came. You know where ihe 
r6ad leads to, but he baa not yet caught 
sight of the trial which blocks it. Sud
denly he comes in sight of it, and starts 
beck. “ Father save me from it !” you 
hear him cry. If you are wise and 
willing, you go down to meet him, and 
bold out before him the key of your 
experience. “ Let me show yon,” yon 
•ay, “ not because I am any better and 
wiser than you are, but because the 
Father led me there first. Let me show 
you the way into, the way through,'and 
the. way out of this sorrow whieb you 
cannot escape. Into it by perfect sub
mission, through it with implicit obedi
ence, out of.it with purified passions 
aud entire love.” He sees the key in 
your band. He sees the experience in
your face, and so he trusts yon.............
There are no nobler lives on earth than 
those of men and women who have 

experiences, and 
how go about holding their keys, some 
golden and some iron, and finding their 
joy in opening the gates of these ex
periences to younger soul», and sending 
them into them full of intelligence and 
hope aud trust. Tuis is what Jesus 
does for us by His resurrection. Hav
ing the keys of death and hell, He cornea 
to ns as we are drawing near to death, 
and He opens the doors on both sides of 
it, and lets us look through it, and shows 
immortality. Not merely He lives for 
ever, but so shall we; for us, too,death 
•hall be not an end but an experience ; 
and beyond it, for us, just as for Him, 
stretches immortality. Because He 
lives we shall live also.—Philips Brooks.

THE CONFLICTS OF LIFE.
God knew the difficulties of duty from 

the beginning. Did difficulty justify 
a surceasing from duty, God would have 
qualified his commands. When, amid 
thunders and lightning, he delivered 
on the mount trembled, the command, 
•* Thou shalt have none other gods than 
me,” did he not see that lion's den, and 
bear that sad decree ? Did he not cast 
his eyes to the plains of Durah ? Did 
he not see that golden image rising 
threescore cubits? Did he not see 
that gathering host of captains, judges, 
treasures counselors, sheriffs, and all the 
rulers of the provinces, meeting for the 
dedication of the image ? Did he not 
see those three Hebrews, and that turi 
ous monarch, and that furnace heated 
with seven-fold flame to the tempera
ture uf a tyrant's wrath ? And yet he 
did not qualify the high command.

When Jesus, rising from the tomb, 
paused on his ascent to heaven, and 
gave his great commission, Go ye,” 
etc , did he not know that Peter would 
die ? That Paul would be beheaded? 
tuai emperor after emperor would 
kindle his fires aud lead out bis Christ
ian victims to the flames, or feed them 
tutbe beasts? Did he nut well know 
that rivers of blood would flow over 
his sanctuary, and that every age to 
the millennium woul » witness its per

il was an experience of I seditious ? Who says that difficulty 
r - - I should arrest us in the work of evan

gelising the world ? and yet there may 
be duties as clear as that.

I would not encourage rash enter, 
prises, I wouli not set will in the place 
of conscience, or desire in the room of 
reason.—I would take into considera
tion opposing tendencies and probable 
results in forming my views of duty. 
But there may be duties as clearly

I have pointed-out the path to 
success.—I can not leave you without 
direct ng attention to the motives which 
should influence you in determining 
your pursuit. I can not imagine that 
any of you think so meanly of your 
eouls as to enter upon life with the 
question, What shall we eat? or what 
•hall we drink ? or wherewithal shall 
we be clothed ? This wotild be to regard 
yourselves as mere brutes. Some may 
ask, What will be most congenial to 
my taste, or is iuo*t favourable to im
provement, or renown, or power, or 
wealth ? I know not how to express 
my profound contempt for worldly 
honor, but it comes too late even for the 
sepulchre. Milton deserved a temple, 
but scarce received a tomb. But 
honor—what is it? A name upon the 
scroll, and which Time, with one dash 
of bis sponge, shall soon wipe out. 
Crucify soul and body for the world, 
and she may mock you in your expiring 
agonies ; and you will offer incence at 
her shrine, and seek her favor ? Let her 
honours be sought when her heart is 
purified. Who wouti seek the applause 
of hell? Why, then, seek the honors 
of a world kindred to it ? You are 
dying, immortal men. What will a 
world’s applause be to you in your last 
agonies ? in the resurrection morning ? 
in the eternal world ?—There are un
lading laurel», there are eternal his- 
tories; but not on earth. In what 
terms shall I express the fathomless de
gradation of that man who merely 
heaps up the glittering dust of the 
mine—who prostitutes energies that 
might bless a world to the acqumulation 
of dollars and cents ? He sinks to the 
level of tbe ants » soul that might rank 
among the angola. I am soon to die. I 
tell you—remembeaywha* I say—that 
there is no service that is not infinitely 
beneath your immortal powers but the 
service of tbe living God ; there is no 
honey worthy to be sought but that 
which comes from heaven ; there is no 
object sufficiently great to develop the 
energies that slumber in your bosom, 
except that for which the Almighty de
signed you.

I want to see you men : I pant to see 
you mighty men. Fain would I hive 
you move through earth with a tem
pest’s force ; but better harden into 
marble upon those seata, than move 
with any other object than the good of 
man—the glory of God.

Pleasure and glory pursue those who 
least seek them. Serve God with a 
pure heart, and happiness and honor 
•ball follow you. * Pant you for a foe ? 
You shall have one. Tnere is an ene
my to all your species, who hangs the 
world in black, and fills it with mourn
ing, lamentation, and woe, and plunges 
hie hatchet in unnumbered souls, and 
kindles around them eternal burnings. 
Enter the field against him.

At the close of the first Panic war, 
as Hamilear, about to cross his army 
into Spain, stood upon the shores of 
Carthage, he was reflecting upon the 
triumphs of the Romans, the rivals of 
his country. He thought of Sicily 
yielded by a premature despair, of Sar
dinia intercepted by fraud, of stipends 
maliciously imposed, and, above all, of 
the laurels won from bis native shores, 
and his great spirit was stirred within 
him. In the midst of his meditations, 
bis little son, nine years old, approach
ed him, and, fawnmg m a childish 
manner, entreated his fat er to lead 
him with the troops into Spain. The 
great parent breathed upon the martial 
spirit of his son, and leading i im to tbe

world before you, plant your foot on 
Asiatic highland*, or some lofty peak 
on the Andes. Survey continents and 
seae, and islands, in darkness and cap ■ 
tmty, and tall down to thank God that 
you stand on an emiuence Irom which 
you see this great sight ; th-n rising in 
tbe niaj-^ety of faith, ..nd girding on 
•word and buckler advance to tbe con
quest of the nations in the name of 
Zion’s King. There are ent-rgi-s slum 
beriug in tbe smallest bosom among 
you sufficient to shake the world.

to errors
rejoice in your baiting. Bet 

regard this state of things, trying ae it 
may be, as cne of the safeguards which 
a kind Father has placed around you, 
to keep alive in ynnr own boeoms »■ 
antignostic spirit of watchfulness, »b4 
to prevtnt those very mistakes soi 
transgressions which your enemies 
eagerly anticipate.—

CHARITY IN THE EARLY 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

“Behold Christ himself," says Cyp
rian, ‘‘in your eaptive brethren, and re
deem from captivity him who has re
deemed us from death. Snatch from 
the hands of the barbarians him who 
has snatched us from tbe graep of tbe 
demon, and purchase with money tbe 
liberations ef him who purchased as 
with his blood." To such appeal* no 
Christian could coitioue insensible. 
Tbe heroism of charity was sometimes 
carried so far that freemen offered them
selves to serve instead of the eaptives. 
Such was the fervor of tbe love oi the 
brethrea ; but charity must not confine 
itself within these limite, it must em 
brace all mankiud, and seek the good 
of every fellow-creature. Thus when 
cruel epidemics ravaged Carthage an i 
Alexandria, tbe Christiana were ever 
foremost at the bedside of tbe dying, 
never asking whether those whom they 
thus tended had not been among their 
persecutors- While terror reigned in 
the desolated villages, as their inhabi
tants were stricken down in multitudes, 
and tbe unburied dead were spr. admit 
death in the air, the proscribed Curist- 
ians were tho only helpers. “ If we 
•how kindness only to onr own,” save 
Cyprian to bis brethren, “ we shall be 
no better than the pagans and the pub
licans. We, as Coristians, are called 
to return good for evil, and to pray for 
those who persecute us. Since we are 
the children of God, let ne b.< like him 
in compassion.” Tbe Cbrietiaus of Alex
andria showed themselves no less de
voted dering the plague which broke 
out in the city. Many of them paid 
with their lires for the courage witn 
which they braved the epidemic by tbe 
bedside of their worst enemies. When 
charity has reacned this height ot self- 
abnegation, so that it can rise above all 
private enmities and national distinc
tions, it is truly a reflection of the di
vine and perfect love. It embraces in 
its pity all who are embraced by tbe in
finite compassion, and it is truly human, 
because truly divine. Tbe old selfish, 
exclusive principle ie utterly subdued. 
When Cyprian contrasted tbe parsimony 
of the Church with the largesses of the 
world to it< prince, who had shed no 
blood for his subjects, nor won beavcu 
fur them, he used a rhetorical license 
to move the Christian to greater liber
ality ; but he knew that tbe so-called 
sacrifices of tbe pagan world were ma ie 
to its own ev.l passions, and cost it very- 
little, and he could not deny tha‘ in 
that citv of Cirthage, where his noble 
example had been so eagerly followed, 
charity had appeared a* a heavenly 
vision upon an accursed earth

If diamonds are polished only by 
their own dust, whv should you eou>- 
plein that God is tempering you by 
such throes end lacerations and wask
ings of life as are necessary.

Mb. Editob—Some of year readers think 
the discussion on “ Invitations" sufloh 
ently prolonged. Indeed we hare had 
much of it for the past three or four week» 
that one almost begins to think the sabjecS 
oaght to be of prime importance. W..ateve9 
importance may be attached to the snbjeq» 
itself Its discussion under present clrcusm 
stances is of doubtful value. There are othsw 
matters which call for grave consideration 
not only at the hands of the Nova Scotia Con
ference but by all the ffionferences of tte 
Bast.

We have reached neerly the doe# of cm 
sixth year since the formation ef the Metha- 
diat Church ot Canada. We are accnstomeS 
lo review and form our reviews to plan anâ 
* .-rk for the f uture. What will be the find- 
in»- .-I a review of our position as a charck 
in the .- provinces as compered with our poe» 
ition in 1874. To many tbe season of ehao0r 
from the old days and ways to the new wq» 
fraught with promise and hope. Those wifo 
were our leaders and advisers ia 1878 and 74 
promised great things from Ihe consolidatidfo 
of tbe Methodism of the Dominion. Th» 
idea then ruled that everything necessary f» 
rapid development would be found in the new

altar, bade Lnn touch the sacrifices, and 
then swear ’hat'wh n lie became a man, 
he would be the enemy ot Rom--. That 
son was Hannibal. Ye so..* of Chris
tendom, come to the altar of our God, 
touch the sacrifices of our ,Tesus and 
swear eterua, hostility to Satan.

Do we ask lor exemplers? I point 
you to Daniel, tv Paul, to Luther. 
Others have provoke i the acclamations

PRAYER AND KNEELING.

Rev. C. H. Spurgeon says, in a ser
mon preached by him recently :

“ C iDstantiue saw on «he coins of 
other Emperors their image vas in an 
erect posture. Instead tin r- fore he 
ord-iedtbat his image should be -truck 
kneeling, for, -aid he, that is the way 
in which I have triu nptied.” Thus 
Spurg.-on aids “we si ill n-rer tri- 
uiupo till our image is struck kneeling. 
Toe reason Why We have b--eu defeated 
ami why our banners trail m the dn-t 
is because we liav- not pr.ived Wake 

wake up ye people of Israel! beup,
of earth-they have called forth the, astonished "ve carel. ». ou.-s : ye who 
shouts of heaven.-Do you demand j bave ^Leu-d prayer. Ye sinners th*. a magnificent object f The wo,Id ,s ar„ in Zl„n J.j ^ve al „aw_ 

** ; d.t*COTer:r ofi Wake up yourselves; wrestle and s.rire 
the boutb Sea m cross ng the isthmus , Wltll God and the blessing shall come. ’ 
wbteh seperates the Atlantic, from the ; To tbls „e add tbe words of
t ™°rta,n’ fr0m Palmist, “Ocorne let us how down. Iewh.ch he beheld the unknown ocean U9 kueel Mor„ tb„ L„r<j our Mlker„ 

roilmg m all it, majesty. Overwhelm- And would ^ rrmind Go<j.9
A etP°U ?-e kDw": that Daniel, Ezra, Solo .on. P-ur 

to thank God for conducing h,m to so Stephen and Paul kneeled when the* 
important a discovery. When he reach- prayed ; and so did th-great Teacher 
ed the margin of the sea, be plunged , and Exemplar, Jesus Curist. God says,

marked out by the Divine providence up to his middle in tbe waves, and, •• Every knee shall bow to me 1

influence of the church would, nay must en
sure success in all directions. What hen 
been the result. Let the following facte suffi 
figures testify.

The B. B. A. Conference entered the coew- 
pact witli a membership, including those 8» 
trial, of 20,960. Four years later, In 187^ 
The returns of the three Eastern Conference 
show an aggregate membership ef 36,791 
The increment in the several ConferencM 
was, Nova Scotia 1690; N. B., and P. 1. 1, 
868; Newfoundland, 2891. For such • re
sult, as it gives indieation of spiritual success 
we devoutly thank God who has always girl» 
ns the earlier and the latter rain. To a sup
erficial observer the proximate causes of thfcr 
comparatively large aggregate increase in th» 
rank and file of tbe church, might seem to 8» 
found in thelmpetus given by the union, s^ 
the consequent enlarged sympathies of tks 
workers in the cause. It cannot however 6» 
said that any considerable pert of this ad<*- 
tion in results direct or indirect of our new 
associations. Other and more remote fores» 
had been in operation. The effort made by 
the E. B. ▲. Conference to extend the work 
of Ood within its own bounds, had led to* 
larger increase of the staff of ministers in tto 
three or four rears prior to 1874. We bars 
the result of their work in the following yeai% 
If then, the coalition has been of little, if any 
advantage to us as increasing our spiritaffi 
power and success, we msy surely expect to 
find great financiti advance as the direct ouK 
come of the influence and example of West} 
ern Methodism. Here facts and figures tel 
a sorry tale.

The E. B. A. Conference collected fbr 
Home and Foreign Missions, in the year 
ending June, 1874, $21,730. In the same 
field, the year closing June, 1879, yie deffi 
$19.928. This gives a decrease of $l,80& 
The only section of the work, Eut or West, 
winch shows any increase is Nova Scotia, 
which advanced its contributions $034, 
When the membership is compared with the 
missionary receipts, it will he seen that fully 
one-sixth uf the members of our church diffi 
not give one cent for mi-siotiary work f» 
1879, and that the average contribution per 
memher fell from $1.04 in 1874, to 77 cents 
in 1879.

Some might be ready to say that this 
large falling off in missionary receipts is due 
to the increased expenditure required and 
made upon the circuits. I hare not the fig
ures necessary to a complete and exhausteffi 
examination and comparison. I have, lioire 
ever, the accounts of forty missions for 1874, 
and actual comparison with the reports f. ofis 
the same fields tor 1879. shows an aggregate 
increase in monies raised ior ministerial sak 
ary of $700. Leaving your readers to draw 
their own inferences,

I remain yourt, Ac.,
J. G- A.


