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ND QUARTER: STUDIES ABOUT THE
pred QKINGDOM OF JUDAH.
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ﬁ, 0. 603. LESSON VIIL Tee Fiery
FURNACE; or, Deliverance for God's |
Servants, Dan. 3,21-27. May 26.

EXPLANATORY.

91, TuesE MEN. The three young He-
prews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
. Their conduct showed, 1. Courage,
both moral and physical, of the very high-
est order. They dared to displease the
king, to stand alome, to breast the current
of popular opinion, to face torture and
death. 2. Principle. They acted not on
impulse, nor from stubbornness, but upon
calm and clear conviction of their daty.
They could die, but not commit a sin.
8. Reverence for God. They bowed the
knee to him alone, and would not even by
a gesture appear to worship a statue. 4
Foth. They trusted that be would deli-
yer them, certainly would save them bere-
after ; and were willing, if need be, to die
for his glory. Notice under what circum-
stances they were faithful : 1. They were
in youth, when life seems most enjoyable

their home and the worship of their own
land. 8. They were without the encour-
agement of friends, and stood utterly
alone in their hour of trial. Bound. While
gtill dressed in their robes of state, and
without even the change of a garment.
Hosen. Read instead,  tunics or shirts,”
which were made of linen or woolen. Hats.
These were loose turbans of linen cloth.
Garments. The word means the loose,
flowing, outer robes. All these were of
highly inflammable material. Cast into
the midst. The furnace was probably
built of brick with an opening at the top
and a door at the mouth below. They
were thrown down upon the bed of burn-
ing coals from above. Fiery furnace.
Chardin, who travelled in Persia two cen-
turjes ago, relates that some persons who
took advantage of a famine to sell pro-

command, roasted over a slow fire, and
others were cast into a heated oven.

22. COMMANDMENT WAS URGED. If
these officers were 8o eager to execute the
inhuman orders of a tyrant; what energy
should we display in fulfilling the behests
of our gracious Lord to save men from
fires that will destroy both soul and body?

Exceeding hot. The context says “ seven
times more than it was wont,” an ex-
pression to indicate the utmost possible
intensity. Slew those men that took wup.
Wo sooner did the officers remove the cov-
ering from the roof of the furnace than
the pent-up flames burst forth in their
fury, aud caught the executioners as well
as their victims before they could escape-
Had both these men and the Hebrews
perished, this event would have seemed
accidental; had both escaped, some might
bave claimed that there was no fire, but
only a pretense of obeying the command ;
but when the young men live in the fiery
depths, at whose edge the mighty men
are slain, the hand of God is clearly re-
vealed. '
23, 24. FELL DOWN BOUND. We can-
not place ourselves, even in thought, in

pected to die, and were ready to give up
their lives for conscience sake. Then
Nebuchadnezzar. He was probably sitting
enthroned near by, gaszing wpon the
scene; the door at the front of the furn-
ance being open to afford draught, and
commanding a view of the fire. Astonied.
An old word for astonished. Did not we.
Thus the testimony of the king receives
confirmation from his council, who joined
in the command, and witnessed the event.

25. Lo, Iece. It may be asked, why
the laws of nature were arrested for these
men, and not to save Ridley, Latimer, and
many more martyrs who have since died
bravely at the stake ? In some ages God’s
cause needs evidences, in other ages ex-
emplars. Ia one case God gives superna-
tural proofs, in the other, sublime charac-
ters. Loose, walking in the..fire. They
trod the burning coals in comfort, willing
to remain in such goodly company until
summoned forth. They have no hurt. “ No
hurt is in them.” The flames failed to
scorch or the smoke to stifle them ; their
bends were burned away, but their gar-
wents were unsinged. 8o God keeps bis
own in peace. Bainbam, an English mar-
tyr, cried out in the flames, after his arms
and legs were half consumed : ‘‘ In this
fire I feel no more pain than if I were in
abed of down ; but it is to me as a bed of
roses”—Trapp. The fourth. Those who
suffer for Christ shall have his presence
with them. In prosperity be walks un-
seen, but in adversity he stands revealed
at his disciples’ side. The Son of God.
Nebuchadnezzar unconsciously uttered a
truth greater than he supposed. He could
not know of the son of God in the sense
that we understand him. His words were

person. He afterward refers te the ap-
pearance as an angel (verse 28). Such it
may bave been—perhaps the angel of the
covenant, the pure-incarnate manifesta-
tion of Jesus Christ.

26. CAME NEAR. The heat having now

sufficiently subsided to allow a nearer ap-

proach. Ye servants. In his rage and

fury he had abused them ; now he speaks

respectfully to them. God makes his

people honourable in the eyes of the

world, and he will yet make them glorious

before the assembled universe. Most high

God. Perhaps he had felt a contempt for

Jebhovah as the God of the Jews, unable

to defend his city against the Chaldeans.

Now he realizes that he is above even Bel,

the god of Babylon, in power and ma-

jesty.

27. Princes, governors, captains. The

officers of the Government, assembled

from every part of the realm, were wit-{
nesses of the wonderful event. By them

the news was carried through all the pro-

vinces, and the very means employed to

honor the idol, only resulted in the great-

er glory of Jehovak. Saw these men. Their

divine companion had now disappeared

from sight, as he was no longer needed.

“ The grandees, wondering, pressed close

around the living martyrs, saw, bandled,

and even smelt, As to their sight, it fell

on countenances serene with innocence,

and radiant with joy. As to their touch,

they found the texture offthe men's rai-

ment firm, their flesh healthy, their per-

sons not scathed with flame, nor feverish-
with fear. The hair of the men’s heads

was carefully dressed in the Babylonian

fashion, long and neatly braided, as it lay
between their shoulders; and the beard,
cut square, fell, as accustomed, on their
bosoms. As for the sense of smell, it
served to witness that the costly perfumes
spent in the morning, as if to anoint them
for burial, had lost nothing of their frag-

rance—{ragrance yet exquisitely pure,
breathing gladness, as become persons
adorned for a feast. The smell of fire had
not passed upon them. The pitch, the
naphtha, the stench, had not hung about
them, and the men who had contracted
no taint from the licentiousness of pal-
aces, passed untainted through the suffo-
cating vapor of the furnace.”—W. H.
Rule.

GoLpEN TexT: Our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the burn-
ing fiery furnace. Dan. 3, 17.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION :
sence with men.

The next lesson is Dan. 5, 22-31.
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God’s pre-

THE Moffet bell-punch is leaping into
popularity all over the country as the best
means of raising revenue for the State out
of the liquor traffic. It is the invention of
a Virginian farmer, and the system of
taxing half a cent on a drink of ale or
beer, and two and a balf for strong drinks
—with a little register to keep thre account
in every bar-room—has worked so well
in the Old Dominion during the first year
of its trial that they expect to get at least
$600,000 annually out of it, against less
than balf as much under the old system of
taxation. Several Southern legislatures
have discussed ite introduction the past
winter, and that of Louisiana finally re
solved to try it. A bill for its introduction
in Pennyslvania has been favorably re-
ported in the Legislature of that State,
the New York Assembly adopted a reso-
lution to try it in the metropolis, and a
movement in the same direction has been
set on foot at Boston.
— i sl

A Christianity without mystery is as
unphilosophical as it is unscriptural.—
Angus.

e

A Sunbeam passes through pollution
unpolluted.

AMERICAN APPRECIATION OF CANA-
pIAN REMEDIES.—A wholesale iron mer-
chant of Boston, Mr. Wm. P. Tyler, of
the firm of Arthur G. Tompkins & Co.,
lately got his ankle sprained and knowing
the value of GRAHAM’S PAIN ERADICA-
roR in such cases sent for a supply,
which he writes soon cured him. He gave
a bettle to a friend suffering from th
same complaint who found similar results
from its use.

——

Hoxor ¥roM EuroPE.—It is conced-
ed on all sides that Dr. Ayer’s Pil'ls‘ are
above comparison with other medicines.
Uniting the best elements known to t:he
chemist they are particularly effective

inst the numerous stomachic disorders
for which they are rgcommended as a
cure. These Pills are so mild, yet. search-
ing, that they are often prescribed by
doctors who otherwise do not luv?r patent
medicines. Indeed, with the fruits of Dr
Agyer’s genius in the shape of Pills, Sar-
saparilla, Ague Cure and Cherry Pector-
al, one might with imgnnlty tra.vel
througg the swamps of -tropwul America,
or follew Stanley onm his travels through

“a son of the gods,” meaning a divine

the interior of Africas~—dmesterdam Nieus
van den s

MACDONALD & CO
IMPORTERS OF CAST AND

MALLEABLE IRON PIPE

With Fittings of every description.

BRASS AND COPPER TUBES, SHEETS ETC..
STEAM AND;VACUUM GAUGES, HAND AND POWER UMPS.

Rubber Hose and Steam Packing.

MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS

ENGINEER BRASS FITTINGS.

Also—The heavier description of
BRASS and COPPER WORE
FORSTEAMSHIPS, RAILWAYS, TANNERIES, ETC.

Nos, 165 to 172 Barrington Street, - - - - - Halifax.

Victoria Steam Confectionery Works,
WATHRLOO STRHEET,

We call the attention of WHOLESALE DEALERS and others
to our STOCK OF

"PURE CONFECTIONS

Some of which will be foand entirely new to the trade. We invite their inspec
tion and solicit a share of their Patronage.

W EHOLBES AL ONILTY,

J. R. WOODBURN & CO.,

Victoria Steam Confectionery Works, Waterloo St., St.John
N.B, :

R. WOODBURN. (dec. 1® H. P. KERBE.

«“METHODISM
EASTERN BRITISH AMERICA.”

FIRST VOLUMIE.

NN

RV

Being a History of the Rise and Progress of Methodism in Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas,
with collateral facts and characters in these Provinces, down to the year 1813.
The Second Volume, now being prepared by the Author, will bring the History
down to the period of Union—1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high
literary standing—have pronounced this the best History Nova Scotia has ever

produced.

The Book has been put in the Market at a price which covers but little
more than the actual expense incurred by the author in its publication.

The style is clear, methodical and often eloguent. As an accurate epitome
of dates and circumstances, it has been verified by competent judges.

Sold, or sent post-free, at $1.50. Discount to Minisers, Sabbath Schools

and the trade, at the

METHODST BOOEXK ROOM
125 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX, N.S.

LIBERAL TERMS TO ACENTS
WOTICHS OF TEHNE FPRESS.

This work will be found a most interesting volume, especially to Methodists. The
time for its appearance had fully come. Such works as Mr. Smith’s, connect them
selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the de nomi
nations whose careers they describe but to every one interested in tracing the rise

and progress of a people.—Reporter, Halifaz.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one or, ization,
this history of Mr. Smith’s is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better
acquainted with the origin and history of Methodism in the East, and thus bring them
into closer symfothy with the work ol our brethren in the East. A fuller knowled
of that work will be a bond of i?lt;ernity and unity. The volume is highly creditable

s

to both the author and the publisher. It is got up in good style. We for it
a wide circulation among the ers of the ** Guardian”—Guardian, Toronto.

It would be a means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our
eople ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Rev. C. Stewart, D. D. Prof, o
heology, Mt. Allison.

invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It opens

wilt.‘in l: judicious chaptel:'oon the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and then,
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the evangelistic efforts and operations of the
Metglodisu, trom 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently bestowed great pains on this
work. It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample dusnee to the subject.
We trust his services will be heartily appreciated and that he will thus be encouraged

to prosecute s task for which he seems peculiarly well qualified.—Presbyterian
Witness. od

i ss to say that the book is interesting, e ially so to our Methodist
ﬁ'ienxc:sm !lv%elg]lz the mayin object %pt in view 13; the anm has been to present an
authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in
his narrative many historical facts of a general character, bearing upon the condition
of the country socially, morally and religiously, which are calculated to render it val-
uable as a history to people nerally as well as to Methodists. The book is deserv-
ing of a wide circulation an careful perusal.—Chronicle, Halifaz.

ce reflects credit upon the establishment from which “it

hical appearan A
e;:mgr;&el workpls ably written, and the information to be derived from it is in-
‘rederscton.

valuable.— Reporter, F:

We recommend our readers to procure it t_‘or tﬁ’emsglves.
their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to be in every Methodist Sabbath School, side by side with the
first books in real merit.—Rev. D. D. Currie.

ders want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorious triumphs
let tl{far:n;::c‘uree this book..poWe trust that it will have a wide circulation, especially
among those for whom it is chiefly written.— Recorder, London.

The Churches in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and the
Bermudas have found a painstaking historian in Mr. Watson Smith, who traces their
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings of the pioneer missionaries

with loving care.— Recorder,

Books, Pamphlets, Society Reports, ete.

PRINTED AT THIS OFFICE,

It will do good both to

AT VERYX MODHRATE PRICHS,.

SPRING STOCK.
STATIONERY.

Per “Devonia” trom Glasgow we have Jjust re-
ceived

10 CASES ASSORTED

STATIONER xy
which is offered Wel‘x:)lesgle n'nd Retail at Low

FOOLSCAP, LEGAL CAP, POTT,
LETTER, NOTE, CREAM WOVE,
CREAM LAID, Ruled or plain,

ENVELOPES,

COMMERCIAL OFFICIAL COURT—sizes.

Foreign Linnear Note

Water Lined, in § quire packages, white or assor-
ted colors.

Linnear Envelopes,

TO MATCH—4 kages, 100 Envelopes, i
Neat Box. mte or uoonedncoloun me

NEW STYLE SPECIAL.

Imitation of Parchment or Hand Made papers
very popular.
Albui. Rautland, New Commercial and New

ENVELOPES to match Albany and Ratland
Commercial and New Official Ordinary Shape.

Brunswick Note and Envelopes,

Y O L
qui nve
and ordinary shape. -

STHEI. FPHNS,
Collins & Sons, No. 746 in Gross Boxes
Rough, Ready aad Expert, in quarter gross boxes

Brunswick, Imperial, Crown, and Royal in quarter
gross boxes.

Mourning Note & Envelopes.
Dollar Bill and Manuscript Cases.

Six Different Sizes.

VISITING CARDS,

Ladies and Gents sizes. Printed to order,
if desired, at short notice.

MEMORANDUM BOOKS,
In Great Variety st low rates per dozen.

STEPHEN'SCELEBRATED INKS;
In Quarts, Mints and Small Sizes.

GOLD PENS, EAGLE LEAD PENCILS,
PENHOLDERS,
PENCIL and INK ERASERS.

METHODIST BOOK ROOM,
125 Granville St., Halifax, N.8.

Countr'yr Erintqrs.

FOR SALE
A NUMBER 5

_Washington Hand Press,

BY HOE ; in good condition. As we have no use
for the above it will be sold low. Apply at

METHODIST BOOK ROOM, 125 ;Granville St.,
Halifax, N.S.

AGENTS WANTED. .- For the Book that Sells’
HOME MEMORIES.

A work brim full of the choicest reading im the
English language. Bright and Cheerful through-
out. Wise counsel and rare entertainment for
old and young. In everything it is varied, plea-
sant, suggestive, trut . A book to create and
efine taste, to fill Hcad and Heart at the same
ime. Rare chance for men and women to make
money. Address

J.C. McCurdv and Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

NEW SCHOOL BOOKS

TEE

MARITIME READER.

All Numbers of the latest Editions are in Stock.
Large Discount to Teachers and Dealers.

Retail Price as follows:

First Primer, 82 p p
Second Primer, 64 pp
First Book, 104 pp. extra Fcapcolth.. o
Second Book, 168 pp. extra Fcap cloth ¢ “
Third Boo m’g{p extra Fcap cloth * “
Fourth Boo pp- extra Fcapcloth * -
Fifth Book, 288 pp- extra Fcap. cloth * “
Sixth Book, 352 pp. extra Fcap. cloth .
National Drawing Books 6¢c
Collins Analysis of Sentences (Elementary) 1bc
Collins ElemenuZ‘Geogn 3
Collins Cheap Al of Modern Geogn;hﬂ
consisting of Twenty-four Maps, Fu

40c
Colored cecccercssssscicscescnssncs ecosee 30c
GREENLEAF'S ARITEMETICS.

New American Edition with additions and im-

............... eeess 50
The Common School..cc.coceceieeee 0.7
The New Practical.ccccece,cecriece .70

Books sent by Mail Postage 4 cents per pound.]
METHODIST BOOK ROOM.

HYMNAL

SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION.
JUST PUBLISHED
~—AT THE—

HALIFAX BOOK ROOM

A Smaller and cheap edition of “ THE HYM-

NAL " prepared by members ot the Eastern
Section of the General Conference Book Crmmittee,
and published at the Book Room in February last.
The Larger Edition has been well received, and
is used in Prayer and Social Mcetings on our prin.
cipal Circuits. A number of excellent hymns have,
by special request, been included im the 8. S.
edition,
In contents, size, type and binding, it is more
suitable for our schools than any book on sale. And
1te very low price, compared with such books pub-
lished elsewhere, brings it within reach of all.

Price in Cloth limp Covers, single copy, 8cts.
Per dozen, 85cts.

The larger Hymnal is still on sale—In Cloth
oards, 20ct1,, in Paper;15ets. '

price 3 cts
a“ 6 [
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Agents Wanted for Dr., H h’ w
NiGHT ScENES in the Bi- alc s 0
ble. Home Life in the Bible, and om
Father’s House.

No Books ever published have received sugh uni-
versal approval from the Press, aud lead
ing men here. The choice readings, fine
steel engravings, and superb bindings, m
welcome in every Home. ONE SAMPLE SELLS ALL.
Send for terms. Being a paying business at once.

J.C. McCURDY & Co., Philadelphis, Ps,




