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earth. The phrases, ‘‘the kingdom of God,” and “the
kingdown of heaven,” are, however, more frequently

used by our Lord to denote the church ip this prc.— ;
sent world, than in its state of glory ; and.since all
the children brought to Christ to receive bis blessing
were not likely to dinin .uir mtaney, it could not he !
aflirmed that ¢ of such i+ ) hirgdom of heaven,” if |
that be understood to mean he s ate of future llﬂnpi-
mess exclusively.  Aschildron ﬂn‘y micht be all mem-
hers of the church on earth ; but not ull as chaldren, '
members of the church in heaven, secing they '
might live to become adult, and be cast awny. ) 'I‘hu's
therefore, if children areexpressly declured to be
members of Christ’s church, then are they proper
subjects of baptism, which is the iitiatory rite into
every portion of that church which is visible,

But let this case be more particularly considered.

‘Take it that by * the kingdom of God,” or ** of
heaven,” our Lord means the glorified state of his
church ; it must be granted that none cau enter iuto
heaven who are not redeened by Christ, and who do
not stand in a vital relation to Limn as members of his
mystical body, or otherwise we should place human
and fallen beings in that heavenly state who are un-
connected with Christ as their Redeemer, and un-
¢leanszed by him as the Sanctificr of his redecned.
Now this relation must exist on earth hefore it can
exist in heaven ; or else we assizn the work of sanc-
tfying the fullen.nature of man to a future siate,
which is contrary to the Scriptures. If infants, there-
fore, arc thus redeemed and sanctificd in their nature,
and are befyre death made *¢ meet for the inheritunce
of tha waints in light ,** so that in this world they are
placed in the saine relation to Christ s an adult he-
liever, who derives sanctifying influence fro:n him,
they are thercfore the members of his church,—they
partake the grace of the covenant, and nre compre-
hended in that promise of the eovenant, ¢ I will Le to
thein a God, and they will be to e a people.” In
other words they are made mewmbers of Christ's
church, and are entitled to be recognized as such by
the administration of the visible sign of initintion into
somze visible branch ofit. It it be a<ked, ** O1 what
import ther is baptism to children, it as infunts they
alrcady stand in a favourable relation to Christ 7
the answer iq, that it is of the same import as eircun -
cision was to Abraham, which w3 “ ascal of the
richteousness of the {iith which e had yet beinz ua-
circumcisesd it comtirmed all the promnises ot the
covenant of grace to him, and male the church of
Gol visible to men It is of the same import as bap-
tisin to the eunuch who bad faith already, and a wil-
lingness to subiit to the rite before it was admiuis-
tered to hisn He stood at that moment in the condition,

not of a eandidale for introduction into the church,
but of un acecpled caudidate; he was virtually a mem-
ber, although not formally so, and his baptism was
not merely a sign of his faith, but a eanfirming sizn
of Gol’s covenant relation to him as a purdoned and
accepted man, and pgave him a se'curity tor the con-
tinuance and iucrease of the grace of the covenant, as
ke was prepared to reccive it. In like manner, in the

casc of all truly believing adults applying for baptiem,
their relation 1o Christ is not that of mere candidates

| for membership-with his chureh, but that o accepled
~enndidates, standing already in a vital relation to him, .

hut ubout to receive the seal wihich was to confirm
that erace, and its increase in the ordinance itselt,
andin datore time. Thus this p-erious relation of
infants to Ciiist, as aceepted by b, is an argument

Cfor their baptism, not against it, sceing it is by that

thay are visibly recognized as the tonmal wmembers of
his chiarch, and have the full grace of the covenant
coniirmed and sealel to them, with increase of grace
as they are fited to receive ir, boside the advantage of
visible connection with the church, and ot thutobliga-
don which is taken upon themselves by their purents
to traio thcm up in the nurture and adimomtivn of the
Loril.

In both views, then, * of such is the kingdom of
Gol,"—members of his church on carth, and of hie
citnreh in heaven, if they die in intancy, tor the one is
necessari!y involved in the otier.  Nou one caw be of
the kingilom of God in heaven who does not stanil in
a vital sanctifying relition to Corist as the head of
his mystical body, the church on carth ; and no vne
can be of the kingdom of God on earth, a member of
his true church, and die in that relation, without en-
tering that state of glory to which his adoption on
earth makes him an heir through Curist.

4. ‘The argument from apostolic practice next of-
fers isell.  ‘I'bat practice was to baptize the houses
of them that believed.

The impugners of Ciristian baptiam are pleased 0
arsue wuch from the absence of’ all express mention
of the baptism of infants in the New ‘Festament. Thie
ho vever is vansily accounted for, when it is constered

.that if, us we buve proved, haptism has taken the

place of circumcision, the biptism of wliuis was 80
much a matter of course as to call for no remmrk,
‘The argument from silence on this subject is vne
which least of all the Biptists ought to dwell upon,
aince, as we have scen, if it had been intended to ege
clude chil lrea from the privilege of beiny placed in
covenant with God, which privileze they unquestionses
LIy enjoy unler the Old Festament.this extraordinary
alteration, which could not but produce remark, re-
quired to be prrticularly po ed, Loth to account for it
to the mind of nn affectionnte Jewish parent, and to
ghaml against that mistake into which we rhall .juu
now show Christians tvamn the eackest ti nes fell, since
they administered baptisin to infinta,  Tomay Larihier
be -u‘.).ien‘wl tht, as to the Acts of the Aposiles, the
events narrited there did not rejuire the express
mention of the baptis n ol lants, us an act seprale
from the baptisn of alulte. That which called fog
the adaminictration of baptism at that period, noiow,
when: the Gospel 19 l-rc.u‘heul 4 heathen lan t, was
the bel:eving ot adult persons, not the caze of persons
already believing brinring their cluldren I'«‘»r baptisin.
On the suppesition that baptisin was admimi=tered to
e children of the parents who thus believed, ut lh'e
same timne as themseives, and in consequence of their

believing, it nay be askcd bow ihe fact could be moge
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