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only fear be, lest we should not finizh our sacritice on
the same altar whereon his was consummated. Alas!
all our endeavours Liere tend to Le nore at ease, and
therchy to withdraw ourselves from the true, way to
theaveu,  We know not what we do, We do not
comprehend the mystery of grace, wlhich joins a be-
atitude with tears, pronoun ing the mourners happy.
T'he way which lewls to a throne is delightful, al-

though it ~should be overczrown with thorns, The wej
which leads to a precipiea i3 dreadiul, althoogh it
ghould be coverad with roses.  YWe suffer. hut we sen
heaven open ; we suffer, but with a willing mind :
we love God, and are beloved of him.,
THIED DAY.

Of true devolion.--1. How frequently do meon de-

ceive themsely < by that vainr-licion wdiieh St Junes

warns us ol chaprric 2850 Sou ey think it consists in
LAV OVer Py pravers s Gthers, in doing many
outvoard works to the alory of Cod and service of cur
neighbour.  Conee plaee it in continnal dovires of sal- |
vetion. and others o ooroat mortiiations, Voo
thing, are a'l eoolvenl even neeessary ty aocort

deseee, but none of these is the b ipad thinge, or e«

ry

senece of true picety. Phat piety by wiieli we are

sanetitiod, awl ewtively devoro ] o Gady eonsiioin i
|

doing his will predise'y o oall civemn tinees of Vi,
Take what steps vou ple

will, yot hell you not be rewardad, Lut for havieg

e, do what posdwariiey ai

done the will of your sovercign Master.  Althiough
your servant shoabl do wonders, yet if he dicl not that
very husinescwhi su would frave done, you would
not value Lis perfaaces, and might justly comyplain
of i as a had scovant,

2 That perfect devoting ourselves to God, from
which devotion hns its name, requires that we should
not oniy Jdo the will of God, but also that we should
do it with love.  “ He loveth a cheerful giver,” and
without tie heart, no obedience s acceptable to him,
Weonght to thin's it a happiness toserve such a Mas-
ter. Lettie add) that this devoting ourselves to God,
must be habitual 5 we must be alike resigned to him |
in all civeumstwees, even these that are most oppo-
site'to our viows, our qnclinations, and cur projects ;
and it mzst Keep ns inoa constant readiness to part
with our estate, our tizae, our liberty, our life, and our

reputition. o Be efvetnally in this disposition is to

L e trae devotion, But as the will of Gol is ofien
bi-l (rom us, there iy sull one step tarther t take in
this renoaumeins onrsclves 5 it is to do the divine wiil
with a blind oledience,—1 say a blind, but judicious
obedience.  This s what all men are obliged to -
cven those who are most enlirhtened, and capable to |
Lead others to God, must themsclves submit to be led |
by him,
FOURTH DAY,

Concerniaz tmncrfect eonversions.—Some persons,
who have been lons estranged from God, anl are, us
it were, at a great distance from him, think their re-
turn to him perfect, as soon as they have tahen a few
steps toward it. The most ingenious and sensible of
men are upon this oceasion, as ignorant and absurd,

favour at court, because he had seen the king. They

have forsaken the more hicinous kind of vices, their
way ofiiving is less criminal than it used to be, And
thea they judyze of themselves, not by the Gospel, (the
only surc rule,) but by comparing their present life
with their former. By these mcans they persuade
themsclves that they are in a =afe conldition ; and take
no farther care for their sulvation.  ‘T'his state, per-
Liaps, is more dangerous than that of roterious sin-
ners ; for the condition of the latter may sote time or
other trouble Yheir consciences, and put them upon
cudeavours of amendment ; but the imper{ect conver-
sion of the forimer serves only to stitle the remorse of
ot eotiscience, to give them only a filse security, and
recder their malady incurable. I have examined my
pre-t Lt sith one. and remarkeld the fualts of it
Frecad oo i hooks o Tgo o chareh contuntly 5 and I
savomy prayers. as Dihink, heartily enough. 1 now
reirait froan all great sins at least, but eannot sny that
Fam oo far ofeeted 25 o live es if T did not belong

N I

tothe worl! and Kept no mensures withit. Religion
vorlt e too iirorous, it et o room for some mol-
Pivin s expedients, The refinements itu devotion
wiiicll = propuse to us, are carried too fur, and
sorve rohior vy discouraze than inspire a love of what
i gro ! Such oare the sentiments of a lukewarm
Christian, who would purchase hcaven at a cheap
rate 5 why considers not what is due to God, nor
v.iiat it bas cost those who have attaiued the enjoy-
me:t of him. A man of his character is far froma
truce conversion ; he knows neither the extent of God’s
Law, nor the dutics of repentance.  1f he had been en-
gaged in composing the Gospel, it would have been
a different kind of institution, and wore indulgent ta
sclf*love.  But the Gospel is unchangeable, and by it
we shall be judged at the last day. Let us then em-
Lruce itas a certain guide ; and fear notling so much
as fiattery and deception.
FIFTH DuY.

Of renouncing the world.—1. *“ Love not the world,
nor the things that are in the world,” 1 John, ii. 15,
How comprehensive are these words ! The world is
thut Blind and depraved muliitude which Jesus Christ

i condemus in his Gospel, and for which, on one oc-

casion, he refused to pray, John xvii, 9. The world,
‘i one word, is ot tho=e who love themselves, orthe
ereatares, withoat regard to God. We are then that
woild ouiselves, as lour os we so love ourselves, and
secl. thatin the ereatures which can be found only in
GV Hapoy that apostiy, &ty whom the world was
erucnied, and he erucified to the world, Gul. vi. 4.

2 What a happiness is it to be convinced how
trudy contempiible the honour o the world is ! He
tht parts with the world for God, parts but with 8
triile 5 oand they are Lupentably weak who think they
have done some great matter in forsaking it. Every
Christian has already renounced it in his baptism ;
those who live in the sirictest retirement only keep to
that encareniont with more precaution than others.
Toseel the haven is w fly the storm.

SINTH DAY,

as gome country chvwn who choull think himee!lt i
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