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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN
DHE LOYALTY WHICH KEEPS A |
MAN AT WORK ‘

At a certain large factory in the
Middle West the workmen were threat-
ening to strike. The manager of the
company called them together in a
great mass meeting. * T'wo wonthy
ago,”’ he gaid, * I was offered £3,000,000
for this plant. The offer eame from the
trust. It was a tempting one. If it had |
been accepted [ should have had an in-
comeof $50,000 a year for life, I greatly |
desire to travel and see all the corners |
of the world. [ should like to live for a
time in Paris and in London, ! have
built up this business from nothing, and
it seemed to me I had fairly earned the
right to retire and enjoy the fruits of
my ‘work. But I learned that if the
trust came into possession of this plant
it was their intention to close it down
permanently ; to concentrate all their
mauufacturing in other plants already
established. That decided me to decline
the ofler. Many of you men own your

i your life-long

hemes in this eit)
friends and associates live here; your
children are in the schools, To foree
you to pull up stakes and move away
as you would have had to do—would have
meant a great loss in many ways. It
geemed to me that I owed you a duty.
I refused the offer. Now | ask you to
play fair with me, I was loyal to you.
Be loyal to me."”

Whether specious or not the appeal
was effective, and it well illustrates an
other one of the moral ideas which have
kept many men in business against their
own personal preferences.

Still, when all is said, the fact remains
that within the last few years more and
more men are retiring from business
while still in the prime of life. In the
last analysis, it is a confession of weal
ness, of ultimate failure, for any man to
say he can't quit. The two greatest
business men this country has yet pro
duced are John D. Rockefeller and
Andrew Carnegie. Bach of them has
been off the playing field for years.
Kach of them gave the final proo his
supremacy by selecting entirely com-
petent aud capable suceessors. It is
the last test of greatness to look one's
self in the face and admit that the in-
dispeusable man does not exist,

That is & wise old story which relates
how the junior partner came to the head
of the firm in great distress, * Young
Jones is going to leave us,” he said.
“ Perhaps if we'd raise him a couple of
thousand he'd stay. 1 don't see how
we can get along without him."”

“ You say we can't get along without
him ?”" questioned the senior.

“ [ don't see how we could,”

“Well, then, give him two weeks'
notice this afternoon. That'll give us a
fortnight to look around and fill his
place. Just think what shape we d bein
if he should up and die on us overnight.”

Let any man realize how easily his
place may be filled and it becomes com-
paratively easy for him to retire—pro
vided that is what he really wants to
do. Nor is it necessary, before embark-
ing on his own private and individual
search for happiness, that he shall have
accumulated a suflicient competency.

Ten years ago a young man went to
work in a large department store as a
clerk at the ribbon counter. le was
diligent, keen, clever. Presently his
work was noticed by the head of the
firm, who was famous for the way in
which he detected and rewarded modest
merit. The young man's salary was
twice raised. He was promoted. A
little later he was raised to the position
of usher. He was looked upon as one of
the coming men in the big business.
Then, suddenly, five years azo, it w
announced that he had voluntarily re-
signed. He had bought a little fruit
farm in Michigan, t which he and his
family had retired. His fellow climbers
on the ladder were inelined to think him
afool. Late in the fall he came back
from the farm and took his old place of
usher. In the early spring, when the
holiday rush was well over, he disap- |
peared again. Ever since he has fol- |
lowed the ssme routine—eight months |
on the farm, four in the city, at the old |
job. Voluntarily he has given up the
very flattering possibility that sooner
or later he might have become one of
the many junior partners in the great |
business.—Suceess. |

WHAT THE FARMER SHOULD
KNOW

The profession of agriculture demands |
knowledge of nature's laws, problems, |
processes, and possibilities more than |
almost any other, The farmer deals
with more concrete things than does |
almost any other worker, and he should
understand the laws of chemie forces.
He should understand the chemistry of
the soil in order that he may mix brains |
with it, analyze it, be able to bhring out |
the latent possibilities of barren, sterile |
land. |
He should understand the laws nl'ly

|

heredity in stock-breeding, the marvel- |
lous possibilities of fruit evolution, and |
of trees and of plants. He should be |
ready to supplement the varying |
seasons, and to defeat their tricky war-
fare.

What other man can get greater en-
joyment or profit from scientific knowl- l
edge than the farmer? Should a man
spend hls life in the country, in the very
Fden of nature’'s mysteries, and yet
know nothing of their secrets ? Is it
worth nothing to be able to read
“hooks in the running brooks, and ser- ]
mons in stones ?" Is it nothing to be
able to read the story of ereation writ- 1
ten in the rocks, to be able to trace the
handwriting of the Creator in the stone
strava which crop out of the soil ?

Is it worth nothing to a farmer to
know something of the mysteries which
unfold the petals of the flowers and |
develop the fruit from the seed ? Is he |
to remain forever ignorant of the mar- ]
vels of the sunset and the rainbow ?
Shall he not know something of the laws |
of the clouds, and the marvelous color-
ings of the heaven, and something of
the wonderful mysteries of the con-
stellations spread over his head ? En-
wrapped in Nature's mysteries, must he
remain incapable of understanding any
of them, entirely ignorant of their mean-
ing ?

The fact is, we have been too ignor-
ant to know or to appreciate the dignity
and the marvellous possibilities of the
profession of agriculture.
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EVERY-DAY PHILOSOPHY

Ilere are some epigrammatic sentences
from an article in the World’s World by
James J. Hill. They are profitable
ading :

A man must make up his mind, if he
is going to succeed, that when he takes
the other man's dollar he must give
back to him an honest return.

There is a diflerence between rail
roading and polities. In railroading
the competent man wins.

Any one who has po faith in this
country, and who disputes its right to
grow greater and stronger, isn't going
to make much progress himself.

Success never comes to the man who
spends most of his time watching the
clock.

The man who elimbs up is the one
who is not content with doing only just
what is absolutely neccessary, but who
does more.

My rule for success is untiring ap-
plication, loyalty to one's employer,
ty to one's self, doing the
best you can in every task that faces
you ; practicability, initiative and in-
dustry.

Luck and laziness do not go together.
The man who elimbs up must prove him-
self and grasp hisopportunities. Oppor-
tunity will not look him up.

I have always lived the life of a mau
endeavoring to be usefully busy, and 1
now intend to drop business cares en-
tirely in the evening and to unite work,
rest and recreation in reasonable pro-
portions.

The best adviee to give to a young
man is very old and very simple. Get
knowledge and understanding. Deter-
mine to make the most of yourself by
doing to the best of your power such
useful work as comes your way. There
are no new recipes for suceess in life,

WHAT KEEPS YOU BACK

One thing which keeps you back, Mr.
Disappointed Employee, is your lack of
faith in the concern you work for and in
what it produces. If you had such a
vigorous faith in your house and were 80
enthusiastie for its possibilities that you

longed to get to work in the morning
and were loath to leave at night il
your whole heart were in your work so
that your employer could not help
singling you out for promotion ; if your
work were of such excellent quality
that your superiors could not fail to see
that you were a marked man, that there
was something unusual in you, you
would have no reason for complaining
that you are not appreciated or advanced

Nothing else will attract an em
ployer's notice more quickly th.n
superiority in the way of doing things.
Better methods, quicker, more eflicient
ways of reaching results, more than
ordinary alertness, evidences of pro-
gressive methods, indications of super-
iority, are what your employer is always
looking for. There is nothing else that
pleases an up-to-date business man more
than evidence of marked ability, sign of
superiority,in employees. But indiffer-

| ence, lack of interest, carelessness, an

inclination to get as much money as
possible for the least possible work, a
tendency to blunder, or to eriticize the

| members or methods of the fiem, lack of

helpfulness and aceommodation toward
customers—all these things create a

mon
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strong prejudice against an employee. |

If there is anything that delights an
employer's heart, it is to feel that he
has people about him who are just as
enthusiastic about the business and just
as anxious to see it succeed as if they
owned it.

HE IS THE RICHEST MAN

In whose possessions others feel |

richest.

Who ean enjoy a landscape without
owning the land.

Who absorbs the best in the world in
which he lives, and who gives the best
of himself to others.

Who has a strong, robust constitution.

Who has & hearty appreciation of the
beautiful in nature.

Who enjoys access to the masterpieces
of art, science, and literature.

Who has a mind liberally stored and
contented.

Who can face poverty and misfortune
with cheerfulness and courage.

READY FOR USE
IN ANY QUANTITY

For making SOAP, soft-
ening water, removing old
aint, disinfecting sinks,
closets and drains and
for many other purposes. i
A can equals 20 lbs. Sal
Soda. Useful for five §
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Who values a good name above gold.
FFor whom plain living, rich thought,

and grand effort constitute real riches.
Success,

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

MIKE'S GOOD FORTUNE
All the little readers of the Golden
Sheaf will like to hearthis* sure enough "’
story, 1 know. It will convince them
that the wise folk who long ago said that
kindness would be rewarded, spoke truly.
Of course we do not always find the re-
ward for our kinduess handed back to us
in mouey as * Mike 7 did, but it comes
in other ways which probably are better

for us. t
Ounece upon a time (for even * sure
enough stories can begin that way),
there was a very rich woman who was
ill, and who weut to 8
her health. She live

San Francisco for
at a big hotel,
and as sick people hmagine they need a
great deal ol attention, and as the lady
was (quite able to pay for it, she kept the
bell-boys busy auswering her calls. Now
there were other people in the hote
also, and as they needed service, too, the
little boys were not leading au idle life,
you may be sure. But the most tire-
some of all the guests was the wick
voman, and when Mike, a green Irish
lad, received a position as bell-boy, the
other boys gave him all the tiresome
tasks they could. Oune of these was au-
swering tee calls of the old lady.

Mike was willing, and kind-hearted,
as well, Very likely he did not see only
an old woman who made h.on take many

a step, but one who was ill and far away
from her own home aund people. After
several months, the lady left the hotel
and then the boys twitted Mike un-
mercifully because she did net give him
\

1) his service

a big tip, not \

Indeed, she did not give him anyth
But Mike did not mind, and the woma
seeming ingratitude, did not make him
neglectiul of any ol the other guests.
But in the course of a few weeks there
came a letter to the hotel manager from
the lady, which contained a check for
£100 tor Mike, and the writer further
stated she had never been so well waited
on in her life, as by the Irish lad. You
may be eertain that letter and money
made Mike feel good, for we like to meet
with appreciation, when we have tried
hard to do faithful work and be kiud to
others,

Some more time passed, and a few
weeks before Christmas the manager
of the hotel received a letter from a law
firm in the East. The lawyers wrote
that the lady had died, and had left a
legacy to Mike, and they enclosed a
check for him for $2,500, Wit was
Mike's time to laagh., There are many
people who, had they received that
amount of money, would quit working,
or at least would begin to spend it.
Mike, however, did nothing of the sort.
He was prudent as well as kind and in-
dustrious. So with his money he bought
a lot, and started a house oun it. There
was some left over, and with that he took
his aged parents on a trip to Denver.
He saw now that he could provide a nice
home for them in their old age, and he
wanted to add pleasure as well as com-
fort to their lives.

Now this is a good story and if it
ended here, we should all be well satis-
fied. But it does not end here, and the
rest is like a fairy tale, but the news-
papers say itis true. In the course of &
few weeks, a third letter came to the
hotel manager, with another check for
Mike. This time it was for $47 500, and
the wyers wrote that this had been
held vk, under the conditions of the
old lady's will. If Mike made good use
500, he was to receive the re-
mainder of the $50,000 she had be-
queathed to him ; otherwise, it would go
to some other purpose; for the lady did
not want to give her money, which was
a reward, to a npvmllhril(,

Mike is now a rich boy. Probably he
will become oue of the great millionaires
of the West. Let us hope that fortune
will not spoil him, and that he will

always carry a kind heart in his breast.

THE POWER OF GOOD EXAMPLE
A young lady, on her way to work,
was overtaken by a gentleman employed
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it the same place, and t walked alor

togethe shatting as 1 ent. They
had to pass a church on the y,andt

young lady was in the | it of iking a
daily visit there. A ey came nea
she began to be tempte pass by witlh

out going in. What w i r compan
jon think ? She hat e called a
fanatic, a devote I thie er

Besides, it some d one, in &
business way, to be toc ious, partie
ularly a Catholie, She d omit her
accustomed visit, just once. But
grace prevailed, and Dg I wil
leave you here; g rning,’”" she

went in as usual

The next morning ti tleman was
a little later in overt g her aund he
said, in rather a shame taced way, “that
bhe had followed her g
had also gone into th
way down

example and

urch on his

“ Oh, then you are a Catholie ! [ am
80 glad,” she said,

Some months later he said to her
“ Miss Blade, I owe y v great deal,
and I cannot feel satisfied until I have
told you about it and ti you

“You owe me a great deal 7 Why,

how can that be ?"

“ Well,” he answered, "' you re member
the morning we walked down togetuer,
and you left me and went into the
church ? 1 had become
in fact, I had almost given up the pr
tice of my religion. t your little
act, so simply performed, awoke in my
heart a desire for better tl and the
next morning I also went y the ehureh.
After that I made my daily

er carele

visit, like

vourself, and soon returned tomy duties,
and 1 need not tell you sace and
oy of my heart. Il everyone were as
courageous as you, hov on the world

would be better.”

« Ah,” she thought, ** how little he
knows what a coward I really am, and
how dreadfully I was tempted that morn-
ing to pass by. How thaukful I am that
I did not. And hereafter I will try al-
ways to be courag and open in the
practice of my religiol

A BOY'S BRAVERY

The story of a little Boer boy who re-
fused to betray his friends, even on the
threat of death, is told by Major Seely,
M. P. It happened during the Boer
war.

“ 1 was asked,” said Major Seely, ** to
get rome volunteers, wnd try to capture
a commandaut av & place some twenty
miles away. 1 got the men r 1y, and
we set out. It was rather a desperate
enterprise, but we got there all right.
I can see the little place yet, the valley
and the farmhouse, and I can hear the
clatter of the horses hoofs. The Boer
general had got away, but where had he
gone ? It was even a question of the

general catching us, and not we catch- |

ing the general. We rode down to the
farmhouse, and there we saw a good
looking Boer boy aund some yeomen. |
asked the boy if the commandant had
been there, and he said in Duteh, ta
by surprise, ‘Yes.! ‘Where has he gone?
I asked, and the boy hecame suspicious.
He answered, ‘1 don't know.'

“1 decided then to do a thing for
which I hope I may be forgiven, because

TORONTO

v l v « 1 1 r |
ireatened  the w ' if &

v ereabouts of
t I aind 1}

wid s l uld

the awe time 1

wl | heaven's

al e by till refused,

al hie elieved | wa

ot. | ordere

rifle was leveled

which way bas the general g « |
remember the look in the boy's face—a
Wk ¢h as | have never seeun but onee.
He was traosfigured belore o SOme:
thing greater almost than anything
human shope from his eyes. He threw
back his head, snd said in Duteh, *1 will
not say. I'here was nothing for it but
to shake hands with the boy and g
away.’

A BOY WHO KNEW
A

wge once found himselfin London, where
he

n American boy nineteen years of

H the necessity of earning
his bread. He was not like many young
men 10 these days, who are * willing to
do anything because they know how
to do nothing but bhe had learned how to

do somethin

and knew 1st where to

go to fiud s

nething to d 80 he went
straight to a printing oflice and inguired
if help were peeded.

W hers
foreman

vou from 2" inquired the

* Ameriea,” was the answer

*Ah,”' said the foreman, * from \ mer

ica, seeking employment as printer.
Well, do you really unds rstand the art
of printing Can you set type

I'he young man steppe to oue of
the cases aud in a briet space set up

this passage from the first chapter of

John :

* Nathaniel said unto him, can there
any good come out of Nazareth ? Philip
says unto him, Come and see.

It was done so quickly, so accurately,
and adi

istered a delicate reprool so
ate and powerful, that it at once
gave him influence and standing with
all of the oftice. He worked diligently
at his trade, refused to driuk beer or
any other strong drink, saved his money,
returned to America, became a printer,
publisher, author, Post master-General,
wmember of Congress, Ambassador to
royal courts, and finally died in Phila-
delphia, at the age of eighty-four. There
are more than one hundred and fifty
counties, towns and villages in America
named after this same printer boy, Ben-
jamin Franklin.
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Let us take note of this fact. Let us
realize deeply that each life is a strand
of rope which reaches from Time's
morning to Eternity's, and that the
strength of that rope is determined by
the strength of its strands.

Let us remember that no life can be
single ; that even what wo think is a
factor in the progress or backsliding of
others: that after all we are only
keepers of a vital influence which is
subject neither to Time nor Circum-
stance, but is God's power exerted
through us.
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