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SOCIETY FOR THE \
I PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH. ]
^i+ï^w*™***********4 **************** Î

The Sensationalism of the
Protestant Pnlpit.

HISTORY of the Roman 
SP catholic Socidty lor the Pro

ie pagation of the Faith has just 
«been published at Baltimore 
/by the society, with the im

primatur, of Cardinal Gibbons. It is 
very interesting document, and 

‘tains information which, prob- 
ftbly will be new to Protestants, 
more especially.

In the first place, this society must 
„ot be confounded, with the "Roman 
congregation for the Propagation of 
tie Faith," of the "Propaganda," as 
it is known generally. That congre
gation is a department of the gener
al administration of the Church, and 
it was established in 1622, by Pope 
Gregory XV., "to direct, supervise 
anil assist the missionaries who 
preach the faith in countries where 
paganism, schism and heresy pre
vail.” The College of the Congrega- 
tion, with its university at Rome, 
famous throughout the Roman Cath
olic world, is also supported by it 
out of an annual revenue Irom en
dowments which now amounts to 
$135,000. A printing establishment, 
in which religious works in nearly all 
languages are printed, is another fea
ture. The revenue of the Congrega
tion barely sufficing for these pur
poses, missionaries who cannot get 
support from the people among whom 
they labor are supported by special 
charitable associations, of which the 
chief and only one truly universal is 
the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith, an institution founded in 
the last century merely.

This society has no part in the se
lection of appointment of missionar- 

^îtoi^thcy bein£/cft5sen^_trained and
sent foïtirlîy the usual authorities 
of the Church; and it does not con
cern itself with the interior adminis
tration of the missions.

WHEN ORGANIZED.—The enter
prise was started in a very humble 
way in 1822, at a meeting in Lyons, 
at which only twelve persons were 
present. The incentive to its organ
ization was given ny a priest who de
scribed the progress and sufferings of 
the Roman Catholic missions in Am
erica, " but its field was made univer
sal. The approbation of ecclesiasti
cal authority, without which no such 
institution can be established, was 
obtained speedily.

All told, its receipts' during the 
first year were only $4,000, though 
since, or from 1822 to 1900. it has 
distributed the vast sum of $65,- 
690,017, of which nearly six millions 
has been spent in missionary work in 
the United States.

Soon after its foundation a central 
council was established^ at Paris, and 
nearly three hundred bishops in many 
different countries joined in favoring 
it. Finally, in 1840, an encyclical 
from Pope Gregory XVI. commended 
to all churches the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, and thus 
“placed it in the rank of universal 
Christian institutions."

THE FINANCIAL SIDE. — This 
table gives the receipts /rom 1822 to 
190u and the countries contributing 
the money :—
France, French Colon-

ies............. ........ $42,076,905 00
Belgium ............. 3,701,140 00
Germany and Aus-

tria .................. 5,862,666 00
Italy ................... 5,260,135 00
Switzerland ... 775,457 00
Balkan States .. 287,943 00
United States .. 1,120,421 00
Canada, Mexico, West

Indies ... 1,143,476 00
Great Britain and Ire-

land..................... 2,301,764 00
Holland ............. 1,167,634 00
Portugal ............ 445,371 00
Russia, Poland 68,754 00
Spain .............. 523,608 00
Central and South

America ....... 515,706 00
Oceanica ... 85,875 00
Asia .............. 74,068 00
Africa .............. 256,536 00
Countries not named 22,558 00

Total .............. ........ $65,690,017 00
This sum was distributed through-

out the continents of the world,

America ... $9,973,916 00
Europe ... . 9,799,854 00
Asia ........ 25,932,446 00
Africa ... 8,815,953 00
Oceanica ... 6,011,630 00
Special gilts lor mis-

cdlaneoua purposes. 5,156,218 00

During the same period the total 
sume given to the United States spe
cifically was $5,807,393, or an aver
age of more than seventy-four thou
sand dollars a year. "There is not a 
single portion of the Church here 
which at one time or another has 
not been helped by the society;” yet 
the sum received from the United 
States was only $1,120,420.

MEMBERSHIP in the society is 
always individual and voluntary, but 
usually members are formed into 
"bands of ten," with a "promoter" 
in each. The requirements for mem
bership are a daily offering of prayer 
and the giving of five cents a month 
or sixty cents a year, for the socie
ty. There are also "special mem
bers" who contribute six dollars a 
year, representing the amount col
lected in a "band of ten,” and "life 
members," who give at one time not 
less than forty dollars. Both the liv
ing and the dead may be enrolled as 
members, and both "share in the 
merits and prayers of missionaries, 
and in the Musses said by them." 
Frequent meetings of branches of the 
society in different parishes are held.

TIIE ADMINSTRATION of the so
ciety is almost wholly by the laity. 
The "central councils” are two, and 
arc at Lyons and Paris, and the di
vision of funds is made by their 
common consent. There being no per
manent fund, “Catholic missions are 
always at the mercy of the faithful 
and at the beginning of each year the 
total sum of money collected during 
the past year is distributed." Mem
bers get the news through a period
ical called Annals of the Propagation 
of the Faith, printed in seven differ
ent languages and with a circula
tion, bi-monthly, of 300,000 copies. 
This publication stimulates recruit
ing for the missionary work, or in 
the words of "an eloquent orator " 
quoted in this history of the organ
ization :

"An astonishing and glorious fact 
marks the close of the century. Spe
culators and economists laud the re
sources. salubrity and charms of a 
country to attract colonists; and 
they do not always succeed.

TIIE PUBLICATIONS of the Pro
pagation of the Faith speak of noth
ing but privations, peril and strug
gles; the more they darken the pic
ture, the more they kindle the zeal 
for missions, especially if they open 
the sombre perspective of martyr-

The Pope extends "spiritual fav
ors" to the society by granting 
"plenary and special indulgences" to 
its members. The list of the missions 
assisted numbers more than 200. 
those in the United States now be
ing Indian missions chiefly. In Asia 
are the greatest number, China alone 
having 41 and India and the Indo 
Chinese peninsula 45. The number in 
Africa is 53, and in the Turkish Em
pire there arc 13. About 15,000 
priests and religious, 5,000 teaching 
brothers and 45,000 sisters are la
boring as missionaries, besides native 
priests, brothers and sisters.

"At the lowest computation," this 
history of the Society for the Pro
pagation of the Faith estimates that 
the total number of missionaries at 
the ppening of this century is 65,- 
000. It is an army of faith which 
affords a marvellous exhibition of the 
religious zeal when is stimulated I y 
this prayer, "Prayer for Catholic 
Missions" in the Mass for the Pro
pagation of the Faith.

"O God! Who wouldst have all 
men to be saved and come to a know
ledge of the truth, send forth, we be
seech Thee, laborers into Thy har
vest! and grant them with all bold
ness to preach the Word; that Thy 
Gospel may everywhere he heard and 
glorified, and that all nations may 
know Thee the one true God, and 
Him Whom Thou hast sent, Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son our Lord. Amen."— 
Western Watchman.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

AS CHRIST PRACTICAL 
—Such was the llaming 

U title of a sensational ser- 
'mon preached last Sunday 

in the Madison Square 
Presbyterian Church, New York, by 
Rev. Dr. Charles II. Parkiutrr*.. Ilis 
aim seemed to be the justification of 
the brutal and even barbaric con
duct of American officers in the Phil
ippines. To attain his end and ac
centuate his arguments this reverend 
Christian preacher laid down as a 
principle that it is "not fair to 
judge them (the men at the front.) 
by Christian standards of estimate." 
He used a considerable amount of 
sarcasm that was entirely foreign to 
the pulpit and that, unfortunately, 
is allowed to creep into sermons, es
pecially of the sensational type. He 
argued that America could not have 
been civilized or Christianized had 
not the white men had "spells of 
killing Indians, as a necessity." lie 
advanced the emphatic and totally 
anti-Christian idea that "it is not 
always possible to be a Christian”— 
meaning, I suppose, that circum
stances sometimes necessitate a man 
being unchristian, çr anti-Christian, 
in acts, if not in sentiments. lie then 
tells how "Peter whacked a ser
vant," referring, doubtless, to the 
act of St. Peter in cutting off the 
ear of the High Priest’s servant — 
forgetting, at the same time, that 
Our Lord midly rebuked St. Peter 
for his over-zealousness. and healed 
the wounded servant with His own 
hand. In the course of the sermon 
Dr. Parkhurst made usa of this still 
more extraordinary statement — ex
traordinary in the mouth of a Chris
tian minister—"there are times when 
the principles of Jesus seem the best 
possible expedients; but are they ex
actly workable?" That is to say, 
that the teachings of Christ are not 
always "workable," or adequate, 
while they may seem to be the best 
expedients. In other words, this is 
a plain denial of the omniscence of 
Our Lord, consequently of His Di
vinity. And the preacher only 
makes his position worse by adding : 
"Without foreswearing His own prin
ciples Christ could not have should
ered a musket." It is scarcely neces
sary for me to comment upon such 
language as the above; coming from 
a pulpit in a Christian Church, and 
spoken by one who professes not on
ly to follow Our Lord, but to teach 
others how to walk in His foot
prints. the expressions are almost 
beyond comprehension, and they con
stitute their own most effective com
mentary.

ing all, as all § things being actually 
piesent to Him.

Hence I see to what an abyss the 
craving for the sensational has re
duced our poor separate brethren — 
even in the statements of their min
isters concerning the dogmas and fun
damentals cff^Christianity. I will 
simply ask one question : with this 
avalanche of distinctly unchristian 
teaching and anti-Christian practices, 
had not the Catholic Church, with 
her inflexible principles, her un
changing dogmas, her immutable <iis-t 
cipline, been there to perpetuate the 
work of Christ on earth, where would 
Christianity have been. during the 
past? It would have been reduced 
to chaos and have formed, long 
since, a mere memory preserved in 
historical annuls.

WORDS OF HOPE,

Death of Mr. M. Dongherty, Sr,

TO ALL WHO SUFFER FROM A 
RUN DOWN SYSTEM.

Mrs. Harriet A Farr, Fenwick, 
Ont., Tells How She Obtained 

a Cure After Suffering for 
Two Years.

The life of the Christian ought to 
tend by continual efforts and new 
virtues to those he has already ac
quired.

I have quoted these ex
tracted phrases from the ser
mon in question, not for the 
purpose of attempting a re
futation of them, nor of en
tering into any kind of con
troversy with the person 
who made use of them, but 
simply as a real, practical, 
present day illustration of 
how unchristian is Protest
ait Christianity becoming 
and how far the horrid sen
sationalism of the hour has 
invaded the domain of even 
hard, stiff,, cold and formal 
Prcsbyerianism. There seems 
to be here an utter setting 
at. defiance of the fundamen
tals—the universally accept
ed first principles—of Chris
tianity.

Thousands throughout this coun
try suffer seriously from general de
bility—the result of impoverished 
blood and shattered nerves. To u:l 
such the story of Mrs. Harriot Fa it, 
widow of the late Rev. lii hi.rd 
Farr, Fenwick, Ont., a ladv well 
known throughout the Niagara dis
trict, will point the means of re
newed health. Mrs. Farr says :— 
"For a couple of years prior to 1899 
J was a great sufferer fro in a run 
down system. My digestion was 
bad; I had little or no appetite and 
was in a very poor state; I suffered 
from heart palpitation and a feel
ing of continual exhaustion. Doc
tors’ treatment failed to benefit me 
and I gradually grew worse until 1 
was finally unable to do the least 
work. I then begun using Dr. Wil
liams’ I’ink Pills and from the very 
first I noted an improvement ir. my 
condition. The severity of.my trou
ble gradually lessened, and by the 
time I had taken eight boxes [ wys 
again enjoying the best of health de
spite my sixty years. I believe that 
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills saved my 
life* and would strongly urge nil suf
ferers to give them a trial, believing 
they will be of great benefit."

When your blood is poor and wat
ery. when your nerves are unstrung, 
when you suffer from headaches and 
dizziness, when you are pale, lan
guid and completely run down, Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills will promptly 
restore your health by renewing and 
enriching the blood. They are a 
prompt and certain cure for all 
troubles having their origin in a 
poor or watery condition of the 
blood. But only the genuine cure 
and these bear the full name, "Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pule Peo
ple.” Sold by all dealers in medi- 

! cine or sent post paid at 50 cents a 
box or six boxes for $2.50 by ad
dressing the Dr. W illiums Medicine 
Co., Brockyille. Ontr

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Conway, N. Duk., May 8, 1902.
On Saturday, April 19th, occurred 

the death of an old and highly re
spected citizen in the person- of Mi
chael Dougherty, Sr., at his home, 
near Inkster North Dakota, after a 
few months illness. The dying hus
band and father had with him at the 
last his sorrowing wife and a son 
and daughter, who comforted their 
loved one and soothed the bed of 
suffering. All that medical attend
ants could suggest was done, but 
owing to the nature of the trouble 
which was a general breaking down 
of the system, all efforts to ward off 
death were unavailing. The late Mr. 
Dougherty was born in Perth, Ont., 
on Jan. 5, and was therefore in i ne

8th year of his age. He nunc wist 
with his family in 1880, settling for 
a time near East Gr nd Forks. 
Minn., when two years later he t mk 
up his permanent residence in Dak-

Six children are lift to console ihe 
widowed mother. They arc : Mis. 
Jos. Phelan, Mrs. Andrew Phelan, 
and Michael J. of Conway, Pa‘rick 
(i of Inkster. John J. of Bowbills,
I ink., and Miss Annie who is a
Sister of Charity in Calgary, V W 
T. Deceased was a life-long mem
ber of the Catholic Church. doing 
his full share in the organization ami 
maintenance .of the mission at his 
place. The funeral took place on 
Monday, the remains being interred 
in St. Mark’s cemetery at Conway. 
Rev. Father Simpson conducted tla
ser vices. paying a high tribute to 
the character and sterling integrity 
of him who was silent in death. The 
attitude and general expression of 
the gathering that assembled at the 
Church bore testimony of respect to 
the memory of the departed, while 
the words of many revealed the fact 
that the community had reason to 
mourn the loss of n kind, industrious 
and honest man.—R.l.P.

LOG DRIVER’S WATERSCOPE,

used a wooden tube made of four 
narrow boards, the lower end being 
provided with a light of glass. As 
boards are hard to find in the wilds 
of Maine, while empty molasses hogs
heads are to be had at every lumber 
ca'mp, the hogshead water scope was 
no doubt adopted because it was the 
only thing available. Since the first 
one was constructed no other kind 
will be used —Boston Globe.
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Bo thy longing desire to see God. 
thy fear to lose Him, thy sorrow to 
be deprived of Him for a time, thy 
joy that He can draw thee to Him
self, then wilt thou live in profound 
peace.

I The sinews of goodness are cour
age, moral and physical, a fact which 

; places all really good men: and wo
men beyond the reach of ridicule ond 
above the high-water mark of con
tempt.

Differ as men may upon Church dis
cipline and practice, upon scriptural 
interpretations, and upon historical 
and philosophical facts and princi
ples, if they are Christian— that is 
to say followers of and believers in 
Christ, the Son of God, Second Per
son of the HoJy Trinity and Redeem
er of mankind—they cannot for a 
moment doubt the Divine attributes 
of Our Lord. And to say that His 
principles are inadequate to modern 
circumstances and unsuitable, or 
"unworkable" under present condi
tions and situations, is simply to de
ny His attributes of Divine nature, 
and to present Him as a man, a fal
lible legislator x>f eminent ability, 
but devoid of the prophetic power 
that would be supposed even in an 
inspired seer. In other terms Dr. 
Parkhurst places his Christian hear
ers in the necessity, if they accept 
his teachings and ideas, of consider
ing that Our Lord was not omni
present-in all times as well as in 
all places—nor omnipotent, por Eter
nal. If His teachings are not suit
able to any period in Time, He could 
not be Eternal—having no beginning, 
no end, and always the same, know-
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The men who drive logs along tin- 
swift rivers and across 1 he shallow 
lakes of northern Maine lead lives 
that are full of peril. At the sharp 
turns of the rushing streams where 
logs are prone to run aground, and 
form dangerous and expensive jams, 
men stand in the cold water waist- 
deep for hours at a time to fend off 
the oncoming timbers, and if one 
chances to meet with a log under 
strong headway, he is * frequently 
swc-iit from his feet and goes down 
stream among the great sticks of 
spruce and pine. On the lakes, 
where the rafts have to be propelled 
by head-work and oars, the danger 
is none the less imminent. A. mis
step on a rolling log or a bad calcu
lation in leaping from one timber to 
another nn ans a cold bath in the 
lake, and if no companion is at hand 
to give him a lift, his death is but 
a question, of a few minutes.

In view of the fact that fatalities 
attend the drive from the time it is 
set afloat far up river, in May. until 
it reaches Pea Cove boom, 200 miles 
away, in August or September, the 
woodsmen have devised a novel piece 
of mechanism for finding bodies that 
lie below the water.

The invention consists of a mol
asses hogshead with one head remov
ed and a pane of window glass ce
mented above a hole rut in the re
maining head. The hogshead is set on 
end with the end containing the 
glass in the water. Two green and 
heavy logs are held together by spik
ed cleats fore and aft, so a man can 
stand on the improvised raft and 
scull it back and forth. As soon as 
the mechanism is completed a small 
man gets into the hogshead, which is 
closely covered at the top, to ex
clude the light.

When the man has been inside a 
few minutes his eyes become accus
tomed to the darkness, so that by 
looking through the pane in the bot
tom, the only point where light is 
admitted, he is enabled to see to a 
depth of twenty and thirty feet and 
distinguish objects lying upon the 
bottom of the waterway.

As the hogshead is capable of hold
ing but little air, the man cannot re
main inside for long. As soon as he 
comes out he takes the scull oar 
while his companion goes inside to 
scan the depths. In this manner 
many bodies have been recovered; and 
watches lost overboard and cant 
dogs, which have slipped from the 
hands of careless drivers, have been 
restored to the light of day.

The instrument which the lumber
men use hns been called a water- 
scope, a term which is neither Eng
lish nor Greek, though compounded 
from both languages. The name of 
its inventor is unknown, and there is 
no patent to protect the idea. Woods
men say it came into use about twen
ty-five years ago. Previous to that 
time the man who wished to spy up
on the floor of lakes and streams
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