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LANGTRY ON “ CHRISTIAN UNITY."

A REVIEW

This may or may not be consider-
el a review, for I purpose rather to
present the reader with a number of
exfracts, from the paper read, before
the Toronto Ministerial Association,
by Rev. Dr. Langtry, rector of St.
Luke's Church in that city. Possibly
my remarks may not even be re-
garded as an appreciation, for I pre-
fer to leave the reasoning out of ‘my
propositions to the common sense
and intelligence of the reader. No
more do I intend a criticism — ei-
ther comstructive or destructive—of
the highly interesting and strangely
incomsistent production of the rever-
end divine. I simply wish to take the
extracts referring to the disunion
and divisions of Protestantism, and
then a few on the remedy suggested
by Rev. Dr. Langtry to the evil
which he bewails. I might, at once,
preface my present contribution by
stating that the reader will notice
how closely Rev. Dr. Langtry ad-
heres to the teachings of the Cath-
olic Church in regard to the causes
and effects of that dismemberment of
Christianity' known as Protestant-
ism; and then how, at the very mo-
ment when logic would naturally
cause him to turn his eyes towards
Rome, he darts off into a very laby-
Tinth of errors equal in every sense
to those which be so much laments.

In other words, it will be seen
that half way along the road this
able student is a “‘Oatholic in the-
ory, if a Protestant in practice ; ’’
while during the remainder of his
journey he is evidently so bewilder-
ed that he does not exactly know
what he is—at besi he is a umiver-
salist in theory and an Anglican
¥piscopalian in practice.

I need not quote from the intro-
duction to his lectglrc, or paper, but
will come at once to the portions
thereof which have immediate bear-
ing on the subject. He says :—

“‘The subject of unity or the re-
storation of union to the shattered
fragments of the Christian host, is
one, I am thankful to-feel, of grow-
ing interest and of great practical
<oncern to the Christian cause. It
will not, at all events, de denied
that we are woefully divided.. The
records of the Registrar-General of
England showed the existence a few
years ago of 228 Christian denomin-
ations within the British Isles ; and
there is not much doubt but that
the fertile soil of this new continent
has added greatly to that mnumber.
Ay all events, the divisions abound
and go on increasing. And yet we
all worship one Father. We all be-
lieve in ome Lord Jesus Christ. We
all invoke the illumination and guid-
ance of the one Regenerating Spirit.
We are all, T am sure, trying to
preach the one everlasting Gospel of
salvation through the atonement of
the cross. But we are split up into
hundreds of dissevered, alienated and
often warring denominations. Some
of the evil consequences of this state
of things are apparent to all .men,
and are frecly admitted. No one can
think that it js a right state  of
things or the best state of . things.
Everybody must see that it is
fraught with great evils and great

rs.
3 _-'

So far the Rev. Dr. Langtry. states
exactly what any  Catholic might
siate, and he gives the ground work
of more than one eminent conversion
to the True Church—may his  own
follow some day!- He then speaks of
some the

BY ‘“CRUX.” 5

and feeling and wview of the religious
life, which is more fatal to the spir-
it of brotherhood than the doctrinal

erences which have produced them.

e true spirit of Christian charity
is lost, brotherly love is destroyed,
and men who ought to be walking
together in the House of God. as
friends, praying together, communi-
cating together, coumselling toge-
ther, regard one another with suspi-
cion and apprehension, and merely
and often hardly extend to one an-
other the courtesies of civilized life.
{One of the most startling practical
| consequences of this state of things
‘confronts us in the educational prob-
lem. An elaborate, well-constructed
jand costly system of education has
been devised for the purpose of
teaching our children what they
ought to know. And lo! in a Chris-
tian land the only things which a
teacher is not allowed to teach the
children are the truths of the Chris-
tian religion. I was on a commit-
tee the other day, and I was asham-
ed to e on it, which practically
asked the Government of Ontario to
limit the amount of religious teach-
ing that might be given to our chil-

dren to the Mosaic decalogue and
the Lord’s prayer. All the great,
sanctifying, moulding, uplifting,

guiding truths of the Gospel must be
'kept out of sight, or, at least, not
taught, lest some denominational
corn should be pressed. The conse-
quences of this practical agnosticism
in school life are becoming painfully

upparent, and men are crying out
for moral teaching in the schools.
But moral teaching which is not

built upon the faith is like the ele-
phant upon which, in the Chinese
mythology, * the world stands. It
stands upon nothing. Apart from
belief in God, and accountability to

Him, no morality will stand in the
hour of temptation.”’
I now come to the most remark-

able of all his statements. Read his
definition of the Church :—

“‘But by far the worst evil that
can be laid to the charge of our mul-
tiplied denominationalism is the fact
that it is thé open defeat of ‘our
Lord's great Bucharistic prayer —
that they all may be one. The dipect
contradiction of the will of God. Qur
Lord founded'but one Church to be
the ground and pillar of God’s truth.
The witness to and keeper of God’s
word. The family and household of
God. The Bride, the Lamb’s wife,
through whom His children are be-
gotten. He built that Church to re-
bresent Himself in the world when
He had gone away—to carry on His
work, to be His agent, the instru-
mentality by which His will should
be accomplished and His Kingdom
extended throughout the world.

‘“That Ohurch as it presents itself
to us in the New Testament is a
visible organized society.  Christ
Himself instituted it. He appointed
its ofticers, He prescribed the mode
of initiating new members, He laid
down its laws, unfolded its objects,
instilled its motives, inspired its
teachers, and sent it forth on its
great mission to- win the world for
Him. To that Church thus organized
He promised His presence till the end
of the world, and assured it that,
Whatever its conflicts and perils
might be, the gates of hell should
not prevail against it. Of that
Church the Apostle makes the de-
claration again and Again that it is
the body of Ohrist, that in ‘hich
He dwells, through which He works.
He says there is only one such body.
For just as there is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Fa-
ther of all, 8o there is one body and
onc spirit; that by one spirit have
we all been baptized into this one
body; that we' are all one body in
Christ, and every one members ~one
of another; and He oxhorts us to’
endeavor-—as something hard of at-
‘tainment—to keep this unity which

the spirit creates in the bond of
o o e i

f"“ ; e i

§ To make the foregoing _entirely

e SRS

nd exactly Cathol should

'added to the words,

instead of striving together for the
faith of the Gospel? If T had thought
80 I would not have come here this
morning. But is there any abandon-
ment of principle, any contradiction
of conviction involved? You all . are
satisfied that your several churches
are identical with that original
Church of Jesus Christ; that you are
in possession of all its privileges and
promises; that your several minis-
tries and sacraments are valid and
right. But you also believe that the
Anglican Churchiy in spite of its Bish-
ops and its Liturgy, is ail right in
these particulars. We, on the other
hand, have no doubt about the val-
idity of our own position and ¢laim,
but we’'are unable to understand
Why you have not doubts about
yours. In other words it is a posi-
tion which we could not accept with-
cut contradicting our comscientious
convictions.  We 'may be greatly
mistaken, but we cannot help it. We
have to be honest at all events.”

- - - - - - L4

‘“You see, then, that it is in your
Power to exercise a beneficence which
is denied us; you can accept our po-
sition without any violation of your
comscientious convictions—we cannot
accept yours.’’

Let suppose for one moment
that a Roman Catholic made use of
these same words—and they are ex-
actly the teaching of our Church in
regard to all the other creeds —
what would be Rev. Dr. Langtry's
reply? Would he see the force of the

us

argument coming from an Infallible
Church, when he entertains it for
his own Church which he does not

claim as infallible? If 80, he should
become a Catholic at once. But the
rock upon he splits, and
wherein destroys, at one fell

which
he

bave the sad pleasure of seeing their
money go to keep up proselytizing
institutions, well knowing that
never a farthing will reach a Catho-
lic institution. If workmen had a lit-
tle more backbone, and refused to
subscribe unless = Catholic charities
were recognized, a change would soon
come over the scene.

CHURCH IN FRANCE.
spoken words of Count Albert de
Mun in the Chamber of Deputies of
Paris, on January 22 when the do-
bate on the law associations was

resumed is worthy of the man.
There was a brilliant assembly pre-
sent. Count de Mun reproached M.
Waldeck-Rousseau with denouncing
as an cconomic peril the milliard of
francs belonging to the religious con-

—The out-

gregations, in order to revive the
ancient dread of monastic wealth
and serfdom, which had long since

disappeared. Morcover, he said, this
sSum was grossly exaggerated in or-
der to create a greater impression.
He warned the Government that their
policy was imprudent and ill-advis-
ed. M. Waldeck-Rousseau, the Count
added, may not intend to carry out
his designs to the end of his anti-
clerical passion. Possibly he only
intended to appease his collectivist
friends, but these might eventually
set him aside and carry out the
work themselves. Count.de Mun con-
cluded with declaring the object of
the Government was to take teach-
ing out of the hands of the congre-

gations.

“You have begun  a religious
war,” he said, turning to the Gov-
ernment benches, “‘and - this will
weigh heavily on you. As.for us,

wa shall continue to combat You and
hope to find in this Chamber a suffi-
cient number of friends and lovers of
liberty to aid us.” Members of the

sweep, the whole fabric of his pre-
vious may be found in
with which
his proposal of action w—

argument,

these words he closes

|
“There need be no renunciation of |
previous convictions, no recantation
of errors, real or supposed, no ac- |
knowledginents that our former ac-
tions were mistaken, and no defini-
tion as to what the ministry or
Episcopacy is—you merely agree for
the sake of unity and because of the |
weak brethren who cannot

see in |
this matter as you do.”’

There, then, is the grand and all
important difference. We, Dr.
Langtry says “have no doubt about

as

the wvalidity of our position and
claim,”” because we know, through
the Infallible Viear of Christ, that

we ‘have the truth, But, in order to

become a Catholic—umlike the be-
coming an Anglican, according to
Dr  Langtry—there must be ‘ re-

cantation of errors; ’ there must be
an acknowledgment that Jformer ac-
tions were mistaken. To agree with
the teachings of the Oatholic Church
““for the sake of unity’’ is not sufii-
cient. That would be simply a sham.
You must agree because you believe,
otherwise you cannot be a Catholic.
This is the difference, the essential
difference between the Catholic and
Dr. Langtry—and it is exactly this
difference which establishes the Truth
of Catholicity and' error of all
side its fold.

CATHOLIC NEWS NOTES.

CATHOLIC CLUBS. —The Bishop
of Southwark at a recent entertain-
ment very practically pointed out
the many advantages to be derived
from organizations for our young
men. In referring to.the club, under
which the entertainment was held,
His Lordship said :—

The object of the club was to ex-
tend to the members that help which
they might frequently stand in need
of and also give them the opportun-
ity of standing shoulder to shoulder

out-

“|in isolation. After school

and enjoying the benefit of mutual
frienship. There was a . great danger
days the
Outside their

work ‘of life began.
il o

right and centre warmly applauded
Count de Mun's specch

DUKE OF NORFOLK.—At a re
| cent meeting of the Catholic League
of South London, of which Dr
| Bourne, Bishop of Southwark, is
‘prusitivul, the following resolution
{ was adopted :—“That this executive
{of the Catholic Ixague of South
| London, composed of the clergy and
| elected representatives of the Catho-
lic missions of the South Met ropoli-
tan, beg to tender our thanks to the

Duke of Norfolk for having, on be
half of the Catholics of all parties in
the tnited Kingdom, given
sion Xu the hope of Catholies in all
th2 civilized countries of the world
for the restoration to the Sovereign
Pontiff of the temporal independence,
of which the Popes have been unjus-
tifiably deprived by the Sardinian
ovcupation of Rome."”

expres-

A OARDINAL'S ACT. —
Vanutelli recently met with a singu-
lar accident during
the Catacomb of Saint. Domitilla, in

Cardinal

Benediction in

Rome. At a ceriain part of the cere-
mony the momstrance fell from its
elevated niche above the altar and

struck the foof of the Cardinal who
was celebrant. The boot was pierc-
ed by the metal “‘rays,’”’ and ome of

the toes was rather severely lacer-
ated. His FEminence however, went
on with the oeremony.

THE SE OF SYDNEY. — The
Rome correspondent of the *‘ Irish

Catholic’” states that it
believed in the Eternal City that the
Holy Father has approved the nomi-
nation of the Right Rev. Monsignor
Kelly, rector of the Irish College, as
coadjutor to His Eminence Cardinal
Moran, Archbishop of Sydney.

is generally

THE SEE OF EDINBURGH.— The
ceremony of the enthronement of
tight Rev. James Augustus Smith,
of Dunkeld, as Catholic Archbishop
of Hdinburgh and St. Andrews and
Metropolitan of Scotland, took place
in St. Mary's Catholic Cathedral,
Fdinburgh, in presence of a crowded
congregation recently.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON MAR-
RIAGE.

From an address by Archbishop

Ireland.

The positive, inflexible teaching of
the Catholic Church is that a valid
marriage contract, duly consummat-
ed, eannot be anmulled or made void
by any authority in State or Church,
death alone terminating its obliga-
tions. Where the marriage wus from
the begimming null and invalid
through some natural or canonmical
impediment, or never duly consum-
mated, declarations of nullity or dis-
pensations may be, and often are,
obtained from ecclesiastical court(:’.
Nothibg beyond this ever occurr

cl;m ug oceur in the Catholic

(don of an

HAPPENINGS IN IRELAND.

DEAN OF OSSORY DBAD. — Ex-
changes of this week contain the in-
telligence of the death of a distin-
guished member of the clergy in the

person of the Very Rev. Thomas
Kelly, D.D., Dean of Ossory, which
oceurred  two weeks ago at .St

Canice’s Presbytery, Kilkenny, after
A comparatively brief illness. The
deceased dignitary who was 68

years of age, was a distinguished
alumnus of Maynooth College, and
was ordained about forty-five years

ago. His, first mission was at Moon-
coin, where he soon became noted
for his zealous and saintly charactoer
as a priest. Having spent abaut five
years in this parish, he was removed
to St. Mary's, Kilkenny, the Cathe-
dral parish, where his great  piety
hie exalted character, and his  deep
and abiding interest in the lot  of
the poor and lowly won for him the
love and esteem of ull classes of citi-
zens without distinction of religious
Persuasion. After being for some
years in St. Mary's he was promoted
to the pastorate of Lisdowney and
afterwards to that of Oastlecomer
where he was elevated to the digni-
ty of Dean. There he remained until
alout twelve years ago, when, on
the death of the late Very Rev. Dean
MacDonald, he

became parish priest
cf SBt. Canice’s, in Kilkenny, the par-
ish, it may be added, in which he

and his forefathers were born, lived,

and died. "It is no exaggeration  t¢

say that Dean Kelly was one of the
most popular, as he was certafinly
one of the most distinguished, c¢ler-
gymen of the diocese of Ossory
Sprung from the people himself he
always identifiod himself with their
interests, and every National move
ment found in him an  earnest and
practical supporter

\ LAWYER'S BI QU ISTS \n
other noble ex iple of  generosit
which might cmulated by  thou-
sands of others is afforded by the
wWill of a well known member of the
Irish  Bar who died soms months
ago. Catholics are slow, in compari
son, with Protestants, in remember
ing their institutions when prepar-
ing their affairs in order to moeet the
dread summons. The report sayvs

Mr. William P. McBvoy of 26
Royal Terrace, West Kingston Dub
lin, solicitor, whose estate has heen
valued at $75,000, bequeathed to his
late apprentice, TTugh Horan, $2.-
C00; to the Very Rev, Camon dw ard
Quinn and the Very Rev Canon
William Keon, $1,500 each to the
Rev. Father Gossan, $500; in trust

for Masses for the repose 6f the test-
ator’s soul to be said in a church or
churches in Ireland, $1,000; and the

residue of his estate, including.  the
Yeversion of $35,000, to  the wospice
for the Dying, Harold's Cross, Dub-
hin, and the St. Vineent de Paul
Male Orphanage in Glasnevin.
UNITY AND SUCCESS Signs are
not wanting, if the reports of  the
sfeeches of Irish leaders are to be
relied upon, that the opening  vears
o’ the new century will behold a

great change in the administration
of affairs in the old land A lange
meeting, organized by the United
Irisn League, was held recently in
the Rotunda. Dublin. Alderman Hen-
nessy presided, and Mr. John Red-
mond, M.P,, and Mr. John Dillon,
M.P., were present

Mr. Redmond, M.P., in the course
of his speech, said that disunion
was, to a large extent, at an end

Men who have divided for ten years
as bitterly, for example, as Mr. Dil-
lon and himself, had come toguether
again. They had put behind them- all
memories of the bitterness and divi-
sions ‘of those ycars, and he thought
he could with justification appeal to
Mr. Dillon to bear him out when he
said that during the year which had

Just concluded Mr. Dillon and he,
forgetful of the differences of the
past, had been able to work toge-

ther in perfect amity.
Disunion among the leading men of

Treland had disappeared, so had
apathy through the country com-
menced to disappear; but it was a

slow business to build up again a
national movement. The movement
of ten years ago was destroyed, and
theirs was the task to-day of trying
to gather together again the threads
and to -build up again the movement.
They were face to face with a con-
dition of English parties favorable,
he believed, to the advance of Ire-
land’s cause. The Liberal party had
gone to pieces, he must say, .almost,
entirely, in his jndividueal judgment
at any rate, because a large propor-
tion  of it proved false to Ireland
and Home Rule. He believed that
everything favored at this moment
the advance of the Irish cause, but
the pivot of the whole situation from
their p:m t of view, in his opinion,
turned upon the maintenance in Lon-

: mdent party. Mr.

ision,

Redmond, in
su

vancing with leaps and bounds, there
being at present one hundred and
twenty branches of the League en-
|rolled in Ireland and Great Britain,
as compared with fifty-eight in ex-

istence twelve months ago. The re-
port 8 —

“Side by side with the develop-
ment of the organization a strong

national sentimeni for the mainten-
ance of the native speech  has been
developing throughout the whole
country and in every class. It has
been strikingly manifested in the re-
solutions passed by the County and
District Councils, Boards of Guard-
ians, Municipalities, and other pub-
lic. bodies; by the place given to
Irish in the programmes of political
organmizations and at their  public
meetings, and especially, in this con-
nection, by the clear and satisfactory
declaration made by Mr. John Red-
mond M.P.. speg king as chairman

on behalf of the Irish Parliamentary
Party "’ ;

I'he ““Munster News'' in referring
to the report, remarks :—

The Trish Party have lost no time
In pressing the claims of Gaelie up-
on the attengion of Parliament, and
the United Trish League Directory
have made it g plank in their phat-
form. The Irish bishops too, have
earnestly considered the matter, and

passed a valuable resolution in sup-
port of the movement The
League has done splendid
this great work, and vo the
and members generally
is justly due for the
ed The report notes
currences produced o
the ‘public mind, and
in the notable advance
made. The first of
admission by the
Irish  Literary
literature can deserve the
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was the s
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THS CHORCH IN HOLLAND.

Holland

whole country, g

Gaclic

built a wall around

dyke, that
the sea, and, despite the
fact that the land is considerably
below the level, there is no
record of it being flooded, since that

the
Serves

Lo keep out

water

burrier was raised. Bui were there
to be a gap made in the great dyke,
soom, indeed, Holland would bwe no
more The Zuyder Zee would rush
over its fertile plains and prosper-
ous villages, leaving not a trace of
their existence. 'l he people  of  the
country have faithful kept guard
over their bulwark of protection
Protestantism has also built a re-

ligious dyke around the country. But
it coukd not hold weter, and the re-
cult is that wave after wave, and
tide after tide, of the great Catholie
octan may be seen’ delugiog the spi-
ritual domain of Holland. As an evi-
dence of this we take the following
Interesting extract from a letter, by
Rev Charles  Raaymakers, S.J., to
one of our American Catholic papers.
The learned Jesuit Father SAYS e
““As a rule, Holland is called a
Protestant country Yet, there is
bardly any country. in Burope where
Catholics are unmolested as they
are in Holland. This has not always
been the case Though already in
1798 religious freedom was proclaim-
ed in Lthe new constitution, though

as

our long and severely persecuted
forefathers in the faith danced with
the Repubdicans round the tree of

freedom and joyfully joined in their
chorus of ‘Liberty, Equality, Frater-
nity,” yvet their liberty was, to a
great extent, only nominal. But gra-
dually all restrictions have disap-
peared. Since the restoration of the
episcopal hicrarchy, in 1853, Catho-
lics have displayed such vigorous ef-
forts and have lived such an intense-
ly religiops life that at the present
day their liberty is_no longer a mere
word, but a perfetct reality; no dif-
ference, either political or social, is
any more to be noticed between
Catholics and those belonging to
other religions. Though  this,
course, is by no means i
state of things, yvet, for the present,
we ought to be thankful . for
Peace we enjoy.

‘‘Whenever and = wheresoever
Churoh of Christ is lo't in
she immediately shows

Peace,
outward

and which makes her raiss her ven-
erable head, as soon as persecution
Ceases, with greater splendor ~than
bofore. This is what happened ' in
Holland. From every town and
little village

ma%f: 7

signs of the strong vital principle by °
which she is animated, which has
kept her alive for ningteen centuries
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