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After reading “The Crisis in Russia” any reader working order in January, 1920, in spite of the ut­
most efforts to keep up the supply. Lathes and oth* 
er machinery have become worn out, while the 
Whites have deliberately wrecked many factories. 
The combined effect of ruined transport and the six 
years of blockade on RÀsian life in town and coun­
try is graphically described at length by Ransome. 
But I have already, I fear, over-reached the limits

Book Review say to himself, “Surely, in all history, no admin­
istration has had such stubborn problems and com-

, r, plicated un-ideal conditions as a test of their pro-
THE CRISIS IN RUSSIA.—By Arthur Ransome - grammts and their abilitics as have had the Com_

p.p. Publishers, B- XV. lluebsch, New Xork munists in Russia since they took over the reins of 
d e power in November, 1917. The first chapter, entit-
,-i k in this review of Arthur Ransomt’s lat- R'd 'Shortage of Things,' 'and the second “Shortage ... . . . ,

I 1st book on Russia, “The Crisis in Russia, ” it -Men,” show clearly that with the opening, in of my space, and so w,II conclude by giving the chap- 
1 will not be out of place to say something on the 01 the great war therebegan an avalanche'like tcr headings of a book which I recommend as a very;

a)jtv of the author, so that readers may have decline of the economic life of Russia, which gath- readable, single-minded and capable study of Rus-
* H 1 -nee in his fitness to be an impartial and open ered momentum that even the Communists, with all s*a s internal problem of reconstruction.

n , ',1 observer of the internal affairs of Soviet their realistic grasp of Russia’s problem, backed by Contents: Introduction, The Shortage of Things, 
v I ! as having himself \ minimum of conviction unit-v ot purpose and ferocious energy and zeal. The Shortage of Men, The Comumst Dictatorship, 
K I il theorv and of being concerned solely with coul<1 not stay for a considerable time after they had A Conference at Jaraslavl, The Trade Unions, The 
01 ■ntbv the uncolored facts of the Russian situ- *eized political power. Even at the time of pre- Propaganda Trains, Saturdayings, Industrial Con- 
prt -ui ne#i seeking for an honest man, had an ParinK his book for the press, so desperate did Ran- scription. What the Communists are Trying to do
1'Ttask compared to the task of finding a detached, Mimv conceive the economic situation in Russia to in Russia, Rykov on Economic Plans and on the 
f1 rtisan mind today on the Russian question, he. that for him the outcome seemed doubtful ; nev- Transformation of the Communist Party, Non- 

1 with the proletarian revolution in 1917, crtHeless. he still remained certain that if Russia Partyism, Possibilities. C. S.
question developed characteristics was ,n he <avc<f from complete and utter ruin, the

Communists were the only body of men with the 
neci --.nrv energy and vision to accomplish the task- 
Son brief extracts here follow, though they will 
give • v.ly slight indication of the quality of Ran- 
*ome”s observations, or of the task of the Soviet ad-

can

Beginning 
the Russian
which proved capable of arousing the 
„n,! contradictory feelings of repugnance and host.l- 
,v on the one hand, and on the other. - mpathy 

and approval. A reasoned consideration 
development has played but small part in aivusing 
those ieclings. Mainly, society has been stirred to
... depths and split irito hostile factions, because ... . . . . .L i , ..king a. .hr institutional found,.ions 0, » « n»d^-n«* that are »l the most pnm-

order. ha, q*k«Kd info passion- '»” ^
ate activity, instinctive loyalties, mental attitudes or
Lb,.- '.hough., laid down by ag„ oi orgamzed "rally no manufactured goods (.0 per cent, of her

which the property institution and the machinery she. received from abroad), but great ution. 
in- of ruling and subject classes have been the quantities of food. I he blockade isolated her. By 4—Transition period—partial actions and the final

dominant and all pervading features. All that con- the blockade 1 do not mean merely the childish revolutionary struggle.Z oi opimoo unavoidable in .he nature oi things -tnprdtty commuted by ourselves, but.he blockade, 
tiKi oi opmi ' .___ ( birtb in stcadilv increasing in strictness, which began in
*hen the world ,s .« have Angus',. 10,4 . . The war, even while for Russia
such circumstances it is i c a c . political not nominal)' a blockade, was so actually. The use
:hcir minds forced into e g> of tonnag(. was perforce restricted to the transport
conviction, either m favor of the old order, or < f ^ of war things wrich do not

tend to improve a country economically, but rather

rot-
most intense

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

vi K.i'Sian The Third Congress of the Communist Interna­
tional will be held in Moscow, June of this year.ministration, or of how its foreign and domestic pol­

icies have been determined by the inexorable facts The agenda reads as follows:
1—Report of the Executive.

Î
X

2—The world economic crisis and the new tasks
He says: "Russia produced (before the war) prac- oi the Communist International.

3—Tactics of the International during the revol-

*<ial life in

5— Campaign against the Yellow Trade Union In­
ternational.

6— The Red Trade Union International and the 
Communist International.

7— Internal structure and methods of Communist
order a-borning. _

Ransome appears to a great extent to have escap-
bclicvcr in

Parties.
8— Internal structure of the Communist Interna­

tional and its relation to affiliated bodies.
9— Eastern question-
10— The Italian Socialist Party and the Commun­

ist International. (Appeal of the I. S. P. against the

new

the reverse
cd such a fate ; for, even though not a 
Communism, he still retains the generous spirit to 
sympathize with human endeavors to throw ott age 
long oppressions, as well as historical insight to re 
cognize such an endeavor in the ourbhnd strivings 
oi the underlying populations in the world tod av.
For the part of unbiassed observer, from what 1 
gather, Ransome"» life has been cast in favoring von-
ditions Well educated on broad cultural Une*, a su plv tor ber imports were so necessary to
traveller, mainly for th^ purpose ofobservati d ^ cConon,v that thcy may just|y be considered as 
study of folk life, especially m the Ru*s«aof p t.sscntial irrigation. . . .
days, and a writer of books on folk lore »nd ° a buge percentage of the clothes and the quarters.

rsubjcc«s oL literary and historical interest ren o ■ - ^ and * w and the rails 15-Various business.
.font the rancour, 1» P*ât Ln ahrtt, and even -ho» factor», in Rua- 
who desire to know the tru h ,=i he «« which wcre capable of producing, such things
Russia, as it existed during the latter part o ^ in manv essentials, themselves dependent up- ------------
and the first few months of X920. when Ransom ^ Russian lowns began to be hungry in
was m Russia as special correspondent for the P° autUinn of 1916 the peasants were
Chester Guardian” for the second time since the Bol- 11... _ ln bringing it
sheviki attained power, will find in his book the most burying revolution,
objective account we are likely to see presen e ^ ^ *g e but for Russia civil war and the con- 
the outside world. • tinuancc of the blockade- By July, 1919, the rarity

In his introduction to the book under revie , ^ manufacture was such that it was possible two
author states that the problem in Russia, as he sees , -jes ^uth of Moscow to obtain ten eggs
't, is not a struggle betweel rival political Part,<-’ g box of matches. . . 
hut as detached from politics, mainly a strugg e Thc mQSt vjtjd 0f all questions in a
civilization against ruin, a struggle against I t { . distances must necessarily be that of
<f civilization, which ci,y life «}«. *•«««. It i, no eggeration to »y that only
reversion to thc fragmentary social life of a g .1 k e((orts was Russian transport able to
barbarism If, he says in effect, his book has a ; - > , cover its worst déficiences even be­
lt jiriscs from that conception. Moreover^if uss,a ^ax ^.ar began .... Russian transport (during 
Roes back that way ,hc sees great danger (ff t le re went from bad to worse, making inevitable
of civilization being dragged down w.,thJ\”v . creeping paralysis of Russian economic life during 
so, he says, that it is now recognized in Ru * ' already acute stages of which the revolu-
hoth thc Communists and their opponents as we 1 succeeded to the disease that had crippled
by «hose who are indifferent to all social and political. uonar.es succeeded

'At- *17»
""tSilSS* 1* r» ver 2,000 more

Ransome stated modestly that he knew nothing of ? m wçfe un(kr tCn years of age. That was
wonomics. Regarding this later book, I can say
in that case, at least so far as the economics o m
dustrial production are concerned, that he as ma
baste to learn.

“The war meant that Russia's Ordinary imports 
It meant a strain on Russia,

!
practically ceased.
comparable to that which would have been put on 
England if the German submarine campaign had ^ , .
succeeded putting an end to our imports of food E. C. decision). « T

z c p:
holding out.” of a city standing a seige without a against the E. C decision).

12— Women s movement.
13— Young Communist movement.
14— Election of the E. C. and fixing of its head-

/

X

:o:-

Communism
and

Chrlstlanism
to mar-

Analyzed and contrasted from the Marxian 
and Darwinian points of view. By William 
MontgomerysBrown, D.D- The writer, a Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church, smites supernatural­
ism in religion and capitalism in politics.

Comments: “One of the most extraordinary 
and annihilating books I have ever read. It 
will shake the country.” “I call it a sermon. 
The text is astounding:—Banish the gods from 
the sky and capitalism fro mthe earth. it 
came like a meteor across a dark sky ànd it 
held me tight.” “Bishop Brown is the reincar­
nation of Thomas Paine and h,s book is the 
modern Age of Reason.” "It will dp a won­
derful work in this the greatest cnsis in all his-
tury.” 
man

♦

coun-

“A remarkable book by a remarkable 

six copies $1.00; postpaid (Canada

, •

25 cents or

pSmSSF&M:
Ohio or front

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA 
401 Pir*— rc Vancouver, B. C.

ways

^Depiction through wear and tear and captured in 
Ited in there being only 3,969 engines mwar resu
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