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Book Review

B
THE CRISIS IN RUSSIA.—By Arthur Ransome.-
201 p.p- Publishers, B- W. Huebsch, New York

Aiter reading “The Crisis in Russia” any reader
can say to himseli, “Surely, in all history, no admin-
ist‘ration bas had such stubborn problems and com-
plicated un-ideal conditions as a test of their pro-
grammes and their abilities as have had the Com-
munists in Russia since they took over the reins of
power in November, 1917. The first chapter, entit-
led “Shortage of Things,” "and the second “Shortage
of Men,” show clearly that with the opening, in
1914, oi the great war therebegan an avalanche-like
decline oi the economic life of Russia, which gath-
t-rwj momentum that even the Communists, with all
tln‘-w realistic grasp of Russia’s problem, backed by
umty oi purpose and ferocious energy and zeal.
could not stay for a considerable time after they had
seized political power. Even at the time of pre-
paring his book for the press, so desperate did Ran-
some conceive the economic situation in Russia to
be, that for him the outcome seemed doubtful; nev-
ertheless, he still remained certain that if Russia
was to be saved from complete and utter ruin, the
Communists were the only body of men with the
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THINK, in this review of Arthur Ransome’s lat-
l st book on Russia, “The Crisis in Russia,” it

will not be out of place to say something on the
personality of the author, so that readers may have
confidence in his fitness to be an impartial and open
minded observer of the internal affairs of Soviet

Sfm brief extracts here follow, though they will
give « »ly slight indication of the quality oi - Ran-
some’s obscervations, or of the task of the Soviet ad-
ministration, or of how its foreign and domestic pol-
icies have been determined by the inexorable facts
of Russia’s needs—needs that are of the most prim-
itive and essential kind.

He says: “Russia produced (before the \.var) prac-
tically no manufactured goods (70 per cent. of her
machinery she. received from abroad), but great
quantities of food.
the blockade I do not mean merely the childish
stupidity committed by ourselves, but the blockade,
steadily increasing in strictness, which began in
August, 1914 . . .. The war, even while for Russia
not nominaly a blockade, was so actually. The use
of tonnage was perforce restricted to the transport
of the necessaricg of war . . . . things wrich do not
tend to improve a country economically, but rather
the reverse. . ..

“The war meant that Russid's ‘drdinary imports
practically ceased. It meant a strain on Russia,
comparable to that which would have been put on
England if the German submarine campaign had
succeeded iw putting an end to our imports of food
| irom the Americas. From the moment of the De-
claration oi War, Russia was in the position of one
‘holding out,” of a city standing a seige without a
water supply, for her imports were so necessary to
her econonly that they may justly be considered as
essential irrigation. . . -

. a huge percentage of the clothes and the
tools and the engines and the wagons and the rails
came from abroad, and even those factories in Rus-
sia which were capable of producing, such things
were, in many essentials, themselves dependent up-

necessary energy and vision to accomplish the task:

The blockade isolated her. By .

working order in January, 1920, in spite of the ut-
most efforts to keep up the supply. Lathes and oth"
er machinery have become worn out, while the
Whites have deliberately wrecked many factories.
The combined effect of ruined transport and the six
years of blockade on Risian life in town and coun-
try is graphically described at length by Ransome.
But I have already, I fear, over-reached the limits
of my space, and so will conclude by giving the chap-
ter headings of a book which I recommend as a very
readable, single-minded and capable study of Rus-
sia’s internal problem of reconstruction.

Gontents: Introduction, The Shortage of Things,
The Shortage of Men, The Comunist Dictatorship,
A Conference at Jaraslavl, The Trade Unions, The
Propaganda Trains, Saturdayings, Industrial Con-
scription, What the Communists are Trying to do
in Russia, Rykov on Economic Plans and on the
Transformation of the Communist Party, Non-
Partyism, Possibilities. s >
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THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

The Third Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional will be held in Moscow, June of this year.
The agenda reads as follows :— !

1—Report of the Executive. b

2—The world economic crisis and the new tasks
of the Communist International.

3—Tactics of the International during the revol-
ution.

4—Transition period—partial actions and the final
revolutionary struggle.

5—Campaign against the Yellow Trade Union In-
ternational.

6—The Red Trade Union International and the
Communist International.

7—Internal structure and methods of Communist
Parties. °

8 Internal structure of the Communist I'nterna-
tional and its relation to affiliated bodies.

9—Eastern question- -

10—The Italian Socialist Party and the Commun- -
ist International. (Appeal of the I. S. P. against the
E. C. decision).

11—The German Communist Labor Party and In-
ternational. * (Appeal of the United German C. P.’
against the E. C- decision). . .

12—Women’s movement.

13—Young Communist movement.

14—Election of the E. C. and fixing of its head-
quarters. \

15—Various business.
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ri Russia—as having himself 3 minimum of conviction
e on social theory, and of being con’cerncd solgly “.-uh
sresenting the uncolored facts of the Russian situ-
» ;li(vn. Diogenes, secking for an honest man, had an
e casy task compared to the task of finding a detached,
t un;;arman mind today on the Russian question.
2 Beginning with the proletarian revolution in 1917,
;;. the Russian question devcl?pcd characl.cristics
¢ which proved capable of arousing the most intensc
» .nd contradictory feelings of repugnance and hostil-
v on the one hand, and on the other, sywmpathy
d- and approval. A reasoned consideration i u.z-s?an
d deviopment has played but small part in aivusing
h. those fcelings. Mainly, society has been stirred to
i« depths and split into hostile factions, because
% Russia, striking at the institutional foundations of
. the present social order, has quickened into passion-
¥ ate activity, instinctive loyalties, mental attitudes or
- habits oi thought, laid down by ages of orgamzed
A waial life in which the property institution and the
- existence of ruling and subject classes have been the
tominant and all pervading features. Al that con-
¥ flict of opinion is unavoidable in the nature of things
o when the world is in the throes of new birth. In
J «uch circumstances it is the fate of most men to ‘h'avc
sh their minds forced into the rigid mold of political
- conviction, either in favor of the old order, or of the
d new order a-borning..
Ransome appears to a great extent to have escap-
» ed such a fate; for, even though not a btl"IC?'(?f in
d Communism, he still retains the gencrous sp:_m to
e <ympathize with human endeavors to throw oif age
et long oppressions, as well as histoncal insight-tq re’
he cognize such an endeavor in lhgfnrblmd strivings
of the underlying populations iff the world today.
by For the part of unbiassed observer, ffom what
. gather, Ransome's life has been cast in favoring con-
- ditions: 'Well educated on broad cultural lines, a
2 traveller, mainly for the purpose of obs_cr\'ftion and
g study of folk life, especially in the Russia of pre-war
; days. and a writer of books on folk lore and other
‘ subjects of literary and historical interest remote
n- irom the rancours of current political life. Tho§c
ck who desire to know the truth of the situation in
o, Russia, as it existed during the latter part of 1919
i and the first few months of 1920, when Ransome
¥ was in Russia as special correspondent for the “Man-

chester Guardian” for the second time since the Bol-
he sheviki attained power, will find in his book the most

o objective account we are likely to see presented to
od the outside world. +
b, In his introduction to the book \ander review, the
e author states that the problem in Russia, as he sees
, it, is not a struggle betweel rival political parties,
it but as detached from politics, mainly a struggle for
on civilization against ruin, a struggle against the decay
al- of civilization, to which city life gives character, and
2 I reversion to the fragmentary social life of a village
ra- barbarism-  If, He says in effect, his book hfs a bias,
te- it arises from that conception. Moreover, if Russia
ik, goes back that way ,he sees great danger df the rest
he of civilization being dragged down with her. It is
yr- s0, he says, that it is now recognized in Russia, by
he both the Communists and their opponents as wt'?l! as
{3 by those who are indifferent to all social and polmcfxl .
nd theories, but who are chiefly concerned that 'Russm
ch shall get back from sheer starvation on to its feet
J- again economically. Disputes now are chiefly over
he ways and means of increasing productivity and ob-
oW 1‘_‘“}‘“8 and distributing: the ncccssitics_of_ mO:C(:’!:
“ civilized life, In a former book, “Rusia in 1919 %
- Ransome stated modestly that he knew nothing 0
economics, Regarding this later book, I can say
in that case, at least so far as the economics of in-
ut g as made

dustrial production are concerned, that he h
haste to learn.

on imports. Russian towns began to be hungry in
1915. . . - . In the autumn of 1916 the peasants were
burying their bread instead of bringing it to mar-
ket.... In 1917 came the upheaval of the revolution,
in 1918 peace, but for Russia civil war and the con-
tinuance of the blockade. By July, 1919, the ranty
of manufacture was such that it was possible two
hundred miles south of Moscow to obtain ten eggs
for a box of matches. . .-

« .. 'The most vital of all questions in a coun-
try oi huge distances must necessarily be that of
tr;mspor!. It is no exaggeration to say that only
by fantastic efforts was Russian transport able to
cave its face and cover its worst deficiences even .bc-
jore the war began. .. * . Russian transport (a.unng
the war) went from bad to worse, makislg .inevxta.ble
a creeping paralysis of Russian economic life during
the latter already acute stages of which the r?volu-
tionaries succeeded to the disease that had crippled
their precursors. . ...

“In 1914 Russia had in all 20,057 locomotives . . .
of that number over 5,000 were more than twenty
\‘cars: old, over 2,000 more than thirty years old,
1.500 more than forty years old and 157 had passed
their fiftieth birthday" - Of the whole 20,000, onl.y
7.108 ‘were under ten years of age. That was six

sars ago. .
ytgep?i.ﬁon through wear and tear and capt\_xrcd in
war resulted in there being only 3,969 engines in
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Analyzed and contrasted from the Marxian i
and DArwinian points of view. By William
MontgomeryBrown, D.D- The writer, a Bishop
of the Episcopal Church, smites supg::natunl—
ism in religion and capitalism in politics.

Comments: ‘‘One of the most extraordinary
and annihilating books I have ever read. It
will shake the country.” “I call it a sermon.
'he text is astounding :—Banish the gods from
the sky and capitalism fro mthe earth.” “It
came like a meteor acrosés a dark ti';lty and it
held me tight.” “Bishop Brown is the reincar-
nation of gl‘hhomas Paine and his book is the
modern Age of Reason.” “It will do a won-
derful work in this the greatest crisis in all his-
tory.” “A remarkable book by a remarkable
man of intense interest to . R

Published in October, 1920. Fiitieth thou-
sand now ready; 233 pages; cloth, $_1(I); paper,
2% eents or six copies $1.00; postpaid (Canada
5 copies for $1.)

Send M. Q. (United States ra_te).

The Bradford-Brown Educational Co., Inc.,
Publishers, 102 South Union Street, Galion,
Ohio or from

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA

401 Perider Street E., Vancouver, B. C.
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