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ged her passions in granting her secret favours to
ore than one of her admirers. Though her
amours were conducted with great prudence,
and every appearance of outward decorum, Car-
oline, being an inmate of her house, more than
suspected some of them ; and now, began to con-
. clude that Lothario was ope€ of the most favour-
ed of her aunt’s visitors. All this made Caroline
now reflect, which before she had not done, that
Czxlia was not a very proper person for a confi-
dante ; whilst a rising pang of jealousy and suspi-
cion made her seek to discover, by hesitating and
indirect questions, whether her lover had really
been a successiul wooer for the widow’s favours.

Whether this was so, or not, nothing certain
can be stated ; but Lothario, perceiving Eer drift,
immediately qu
any the least participation in
wards him, which he had imputed to her aunt ;
and that although he could not fail ‘g perceive
that Caxlia would have willingly forgiven him far

reater liberties than that which his ungovern-
able passion for her lovely niece had caused him
once to take, yet with the aunt, he had never
one beyond the commor gallantry of kissing
!gxer hand. Thus reassured, she gave complete
belief to all he told her; and having gained this

int, on which the success of his design in 2
great measure depended, he now began to renew
the declaration of his passion-—seemed to chide
the distrust she had manifested of his honour—
and protested he never had a thought or wish
tending tO the prejudice of her virtue, and no
other aim in view than making her his wife.

The misfortunes that have befallen your fami-
ly, said he, are of no manner of cqn?‘%ugnce to
one. who, you know, has an estate St cient O
support us in more grandeur thaf 18 necessary




